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Opposition MPs accuse
the Speaker of bias and
allocating little time for
them to present their
five pieces of dissenting
reports on the Bill.

BY BUSEIN SAMILU

hen the Protection of Sover-
eignty Bill, 2026, was final-
ly passed at 8.55pm yester-
day, Parliament Speaker Anita
Among, with a sigh of relief, declared,
_ “Honourable members, this is an his-
toric Bill, because it is ourlastBﬂlmthe
11th Parliament!” i
She commended the legislators and
described them as ‘wonderful people;’
who should be blessed by God. She then
adjourned the House sine die (unspeci-
fied date).

But that was only the sweet ending of

the story that had seen hot exchanges
onthefloor of Parliament that day.

How it unfolded
A group of 353 MPs had earlier con-

verged at the House at their last sitting,

where the majority endorsed the Bill
that had drawn robust Opposition from

the public and heated debate amongthe :

MPswhoscrutinised and debated it.
The open exchange between the two
business leaders in Parliament; the
Leader-of Opposition in Parliament
(LoP), Mr Joel Ssenyonyi, and the Prime
Minister, Ms Robinah Nabbanja, clearly
indicated Speaker Among had an uphill
task to control the charged MPs as they

passed the controversial Bill on Tues- :

day.
The Opposition MPs accused the

Speaker of bias and allocatinglittletime : report to be uploaded on the Par-
forthem to present their five pieces &= liament Information Sys-
of dissenting reports on the Bill. Vel tem, soitdidn’tleak. ;
Ms Among was at some = She also dismissed the :
point compelled to heed the claims that the Bill was
Opposition’s demand after = new, saying the Pres- :
they protested the time al- : ident did not writeto :
located to them was limit- NRM MPS WHU ¢ her on anything re- :
ed, with Mr Ssenyonyi in- AT - garding the proposed
sisting that fair play demand- : A"ENBED law.
ed, “You have your way, and we But once the Govern-
have oursay” ment Chief Whip moved a :
But the Speaker in retort said, “Even motion for the Housetosuspend

ifyou do everything, it [the Billl must be
donetoday!”
After listening to the report of the ma-

on Legal and Parliamentary Affairs,
and Defence and Internal Affairs, and
other minority reports, the MPs then
scrutinised the Bill clause by clause and
made some minor changes before they
passed the contentious piece of legisla-
tioninto an Act of Parliament.

Thelaw

nature, any individual or legal enti-
ty found engaged in political activities
that promote the interests of a foreign-
er will beregarded as an agent of a for-
eigner.

fine for entities, and Shs1 billion fine, or
10 years imprisonment for individuals,
or both have been tagged on the majori-
ty ofthe crimes.

An agent of a foreigner, for example,
once the President signs the legisla-

should they solicit, collect, disburse, or
dispense contributions, loa.ns, money,
or other things of value for or in the in-

financing or spensoring political activi-
tiesto ﬁu’th{grtheugterest o]f aforengma;rl
2: 3 ; {.x

Dramainthe House

Led by Mr Ssenyonyi, the Opposition :
team entered the House determined :
to fight andblock the Bill, but their nu-
merically big opposite in ruling Nation- :
al Resistance Movement (NRM) party

easily countered them.

They were led by Premier Nabbanjg,
who is also the Leader of Governmerit
Businessin Parliament.
. The Speaker started battling with Mr |
. Ssenyonyi right from the onset of the :
- debate before Gen David Muhoozi, the :
State Minister of Internal Affairs, kicked :
. off the deliberations, after Mr Ssenyo- :
. nyi, also the Nakawa West legislator, :
: asked the House to throw out theBillon
: twogrounds.
i Mr Ssenyonyi, the National Unity Plat- .
. form (NUP) party spokesperson, told :
. Parliamentthat theBilltobetabledwas :
. fresh and was different from the one :
. that the same House had received late :
. lastmonth.
He argued that several amendments :
: had been inserted after President Mu- :-
- sevenirejected theBill.
Mr Ssenyonyi further said the same :
- Bill that was about to be processed, was
. premised on a leaked Committee re- :
. port, and yet the same 11th Parliament :
. had blocked his tabling of the Uganda : |
. Airlines probereport that wasauthored :
: by the Committee on Commissions, :
. Statutory Authorities and State Enter- !
: prises(Cosase)on the same grounds.
But the Speaker, who is also the Buk- :
: edea Woman MP, rebutted that shehad :
¢ personally sanctioned the Committee

¢ Rule 214(14) to allow members to, with-
. outdelay, debate thejoint committeere- :
. port, Mr Ssenyonyi bounced back with :
Jjority members of the joint Committee : :

morejabs.
Immediately, Speaker Among an-

. nounced that the “Ayes” had carried the :
. daytosuspend therules as proposed by :
: Government Chief Whip Denis Ham-
: son Obua, Mr Ssenyonyi, and 40-odd
: MPs stood up and refused to sit down,
. insisting their members were not con- :
. tent with the voice voting and demand- :
. edadivision.
Upon receiving the President’s sig- :
. Ayesinto the lobby on her right and the
: Nays on her left, she appointed two tell-
¢ ersforeachlobbyand one for those who
: abstained to count those presentin the :
Auniform punishment of Shs2 billion :
: Opposition side suffered a significant :
. defeat at the hands of the 284 NRM par-
i ty MPs. But Mr Ssenyonyi again reject-
: ed the defeat and demanded that the
: Speaker ascertain the numbers by head
¢ count.

tion into law, will now be held culpable :

After Speaker Among directed the

TheLoPinsisted that “this Sovereignty :
: Bill protects power, not Ugandans, and -
: thatit criminalises dissent and shrinks
- freedom; and should berejected.”

terest of a foreigner, for the purpose of : :
. sults from the division lobbies, Mr-:
: -Ssenyonyi qmckly eal]ed

After the Speaker announced the re-

n his col-

Mice sixe e2mv dde 1 o

How Among delivered
the Soverelgnty Bill

lf there are colleagues who are here to
- vote, you can ask them to excuse them-
- selves. We need some air; those who are
standjng everywhere, they will be noti-

é . fied that voting has started ”
. Scrutinising the Bill

After some back and forth, the Com-

- mittee of the whole House was con-
. vened to scrutinise the Bill clause by
i clause, but no sooner had they started
- on Clause 2 than Mr Ssenyonyi rose to
: remind theSpeaker.

“...We were here battling for space.

: Honourable [Jonathan] Odur hardly
¢ read his report; he had read a quarter .
¢ way, others you were saying two min-
. utes. These rules give every member

. spaceintheserules.Iamasking, are you
. sayingthat the views onourend ....you

Parliament Speaker Anita Among chairs the House on Tuesday. PHOTO/
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leagues to remain standing, express-
. ingtheir dissent towards the voting out- '
¢ come. They insisted that the Speaker
: verifythetally.
:  She grudgingly accepted and assured :
Mr Ssenyonyi and his Opposition col- :
¢ leagues that “We shall not get tired...
. thisisthelast one, and we shall haveit.”

Ssenyonyi hit back almost instantly:
“Weshall alsonot get tired.”

Inretort, The prime ministerjoinedin :
. what appeared a humorous exchange °
. between the Leader ofOpposition and :
Speaker Among, who reminded the
. members that she is “the custodian of :
: lawinParliament.>

PM Nabbanjamoment

. Ms Nabbanja, who stood at the dis-
¢ patch and attempted to clutch the dis-
¢ patch table microphone, shouted out,

“It must end today, whether you like

¢ more minutes to wrap up his submis-
¢ sion, which he outrightly declined. She
: then extended the time by an addition-
- al five minutes, but Mr Odur still re- :
fused, pleading that the Hansard cap- :
tures what happened and how the :
- events unfolded for future reference.
:  The battle-ready ruling party ma- :
- chine, through its Chief Whip had effec- :
- Nganda

txvely mobilised their members to par

mbfmrrrt)els

‘uls ‘rﬁr T I w:
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when we were processing the Budget,

“I didn’t mean to offend anyone, but :

© it or not,” to which LoP Ssenyonyi re- :
. plied, “They told you to get out and not : |
: to come to the microphone and make : 3
: noise” _
In an effort to restore order in the :
¢ House, Speaker Among struck a pla- :
. cating tone and mentioned Jonathan
¢ Odur’s name as she called for calmand
{patience. However, a visibly upset Odur :
. did not appreciate the gesture, especial- :
ly after the Speaker denied him more :
. time that he said he had needed to pres- :

With only 54 Members present, the  ent his extensive 40-page minority re- -

| want to

begin by
thanking
the NRM
Whip for
effective
mobilisa-
tion be-
cause the
majority

port. . ofthese
At first, the Speaker offered him two
: notbeen

MPs have

coming [to

. legislate

in Parlia-
ment],”
Kira

: Munici~

pality MP
Ssamujju

g =
ranh v

: don’t want to entertain them, because
. our colleges from the other side were
¢ given 40 minutes but with the haggling

thathasbeen happening..”
He further said, “you people have got
the numbers to do anything, you can

- even choose that tomorrow the sun will
. notrise because you have numbers af-

ter all. I don’t know why you are pan-

¢ icking so much, our requests don’t have
. value, in the Committee our colleagues
¢ werestrugglingto get space, we thought

that when we come here our leader of

- allofuswill befairtoall of us..are weir-
- relevanttoyou?”

In response, Ms Among said, “Hon-

. ourable Ssenyonyi is a very good friend
. of mine, and I don’t want people who
© play double standards. You came and
¢ thanked me for giving your members
© time as you asked...I have accorded
. time for the members toread their mi-
. nority reports, including Medard Sse-
: gona, Betty Nambooze, Gilbert Olanya,
: andothers.”

Mr Ssenyonyi was referencing the

. space constraints the committee mem-

Outgoing Kira Municipality MP :

: Ssemujju Nganda previously referred
: to this situation as “SFC,” an acronym :
for the elite and thorough military Spe-
cial Forces Command. With a tongue- :
. in-cheek remark, he said, “I want to be-
: gin by thanking the NRM Whip for effec- :
. tivemobilisation because themajority of
: these MPs have not been coming.” ;
Ms Among immediately interjected
and said all MPs had been attending, on- :
lyfor Ssemujutoadd that, “Tagreetothat
¢ konoMunicipality).
but I am scared because last time when :
¢ SFCinvaded us, they were standing like :
¢ many of those NRM MPs in the corners.

bers faced while trying to present their
minority reports, where the Erute
North MP, Mr Odur was forced to read
his quarter way due to time limitation.
The Speaker earlier allocated 30 min-
utes for all minority reports, but later
added an additional five minutes.
Others who presented the dissenting

i report were Mr Gilbert Olanya (Kilak

South), Mr Abdallah Kiwanuka (Mu-
kono North), Mr Médard Sseggona (Bu-
siro East), and Ms Betty Nambooze (Mu-

The House later scrutinised the Bill
clause by clause and passed it to await

. the President Museveni’s signature to

makeitlaw.



