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Historicals. Some remarkable drivers in the history of Uganda are Sospeter Munyegera, Shekhar Mehta, 
Satwant Singh, Charlie Lubega, Moses Lumala, Emmanuel Katto and Chipper Adams, among others. 

Shakedown sets Pearl 
Rally 'in lllotion today 
BY JOHN BATANUDDE 

PEARL OF AFRI~A RALLY 
Recent Winners 

2025: Karan Patel ....--,---;;-c--

2024: Karan Patel 
2023: Duncan Mubiru 
2022: Jas Manga""t'---__ _ 
2021 & 2020: Cancelled 
2019: Manvir Sa an 
2018: Manvir Saryan 
2017: Manvir Saryan 
2016: Hassan Alwi Junior 
2015: JasRre t S. Chatthe 
2914: Rajbir Rai 
2013: Jas Man at 
2012: Mohammed Essa 
2011; Ponsiano Lwakataka 

The 2026 Pearl Africa rally 
reys off today in. the. west­
ern · Uganda dIstrict of 
Mbarara. . 

Drivers will this morning do. 
a 4.66km qualifying stage fol· 

.lowed by a 3.77km shakedown 
at Mwesigwa Resort in Mbarara. 
'This will be for registered Af-

rica Rally Championship driv­
ers and a few selected national 
drivers. 

Aaron Nsamba, the depu­
ty Clerk of the course, told Dai­
ly Monitor that "the aim of this 
qualifying stage is to 
give start:ing positions 
to ARC drivers." . . 

Among the driv­
ers who will test 
Ugandan rally 
rain are Ahmed Huw­
el (Tanzania),Jasmeet 
Chana, and AakifVrra­
ni -both from Kenya. 

Huwel will drive a Toyota Yaris 
Rally 2 while Chana will be in a 

Breaking Down. Tanzania's Ahmed Huwel Toyota Yaris Rally 2 undergoing scrutineering at Shell Mbarara 
yesterday ahead of the Shell V-Power Pearl of Africa Uganda Rally. PHOTO/JOHN BATANUDDE 

Ford Fiesta RS. We are yet to see them during rec-
.,. Chan, the Kenyan nation- ce,»hesaid. !-

al champion, is Another Kenya driver who will be 
among the driv- i making a 'debut in Uganda is Aakif 
ers who are eyeing j VIrani in a Skoda Fabia and will be 
the 2026 African ti- : c<rdriven by zahir Shah. 
tle aJ).d is currently : VIrani is second on the ARC stand­
fourth on the 2026 ! ings wth 38 points, 11 points be­
ARC standings. hind leader Karan Patel, who led 

"We intend to go !- with49 points. 
for ARC this year. : "We are optimistic that we are go­
Let's see what the [ ing to get a podium finish in Ugan­

results will be. I have heard the : da; the roads are fast and smooth 
roads are nice, smooth and fast. : and we are going to go flat out, »he 

said. 
Meanwhile, all the ARC cars 

passed scrutineering.FIA Technical 
Delegate VIren Goricha was full of 
praise for all drivers for making his 
work easy. 

"This time I want to thank drivers 
for preparing the cars well. Every 
car that was checked passed· and 
wewisC. them the best,"said Vireo. 

Over :w crews will be eligible to 
score A~C pointsic approach - ab­
sorbing pressure and striking on 
the counter. -
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Ankole CUp seeks to extend grassroots football support 
BY ELVIS SENONO 

Ank~ Distrlq Cup. 
Group A 

Bushenyi. Sheema and 

Ntungamo 

GroupB 

Kazo, Ibanda Kiruhura 
~lPup"C , ____ _ 

lsingiro. Rwampara, Mbarara. 

Kashari 

Group D 
Buhweju; Rubirizi, Mitooma 

KIGALI. Long before domestic 
football governing body Fufa's 
intention to professionalise the 
game, grassroots football often 
filled the gap in building up fu­
ture stars and developV1g skills. 

_Thatis the foundation organis: 

ers of the Ankole CUp want to 
continue building ahead of the 
fifth edition of the tournament 
that was launched in Kampala 
onMonday. ~ 

Unlike other regional tourna­
ments SU£h as the Masaza CUp 
in BUganda, the Ankole tourna­
ment-brings together all 13 dis­
tricts of the Ankole sub-region. 

Several changes have been in­
troduced for· this years edition 
with ·each district required to 
register 25 players with at least 
20 born in that particular dis­
trict and verified through the 
national identification system. 
"In the past we have picked 

players for Mbarara City from 
this specific tournament like 
Hillary Mukundane and Jude 
Ssemugabi. There has been 
a set min~set about football 

Follow. Osborne Mushabe displays the rules and regulations of 
the Ankole Cup at Kati-Kati Restaurant. PHOTO/JOHN BATANUDDE 

that this tournament can help 
change,"explainedMwine Mpa­
ka the Mbarara City South MP 
and owner ofMbarara City FC 
during the launch. 

He wasjoined by several other 
MPs including Buhweju Coun­
ty'.s Francis Mwijuky.e who ex-

peelS his team to make an im.­
pre lsion this season. "We are 

. known for other thlngs but 
CODle to Buhweju and you'll see 
how important this competi­
tion is,"he vowed. The first-ev­
er dinner for the Ankole CUp is 

.~for May 19 atHatelAfricana 
\ t ..;. 
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Fist-pump. Jinja SSS players celebrate their semifinal 
victory over King's College Budo in the ongoing Schools' 
Games in Mukono. PHOTO/AMINAH BABIRYE 

Smack~Jinja SS disrupt 
order to setup rugby 
final in Schools~ Games 
BYGEORGEKATONGOLE 
&. MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

KAMPALA. Namilyango College 
succumbed to hosting ·pressure to 
lose 13-11 to rivals St. Mary's College 
Kisubi (Smac}c) in Wednesday's boys' 
rugby semifinals at the Uganda Sec­
ondary School Sports Association 
(USSSA) Ball Games lin Mukono. 

The teams were initially greeted by 
a dark cloud for the early morning 
match but the skies cleared to give 
way for a pulsating affair. 

Smack had promised to take the 
game to the hosts and they struck 
first and early through Christian 
Chono's 5th and 13th minute pen­
alties. However, Titus Nyonyintono 
gave the perfect replies on both occa­
sions to pull Namilyango level- first 
with a 10th minute penalty and then 
a 20th minute drop goal to make it 
6-6. The bench's reaction was that the 
team should have pressed for a try 
and that outcry later came to haunt 
them. But before that, Ambrose Sse­
balijja gave Namilyango hope for con­
trol with a try at the stroke of half­
time. The angle, however, was too 
tight fgr Nyonyintono to convert 

Level 
Ten minutes into the second half, 

Daniel Onek's try pulled Smack lev­
el to 11-11 and Trey Gajeja made no 
mistake with the boot. 

Namilyango twice had Smack de­
fending the line for dear life and a 
drop goal could ha e sufficed but that 
ingenuity had already been killed by 
the bench. Semifinal places get teams 
slots to the Federation of East Afri­
ca Secondary School Sports Associa­
tion Games in Morogoro, Tanzania in 
August so, it is understandable that . 
wins there are quickly put behind in 
search forthe Nationals title. 

"We are all calm and putting the re­
sult behind us for now," Smack coach 
Alvin Nkamba, said. "The win was 
a great moral~ booster for the final 
and we are turning all our arsenal to 
that. Everything else can come after 
the final whistle. Smack will battle 
Jinja SS who came from 3-0 down to 
have a rather easy semifinal against 
.King's College Budo, which won the 
last three titles. 

\ 

BOOT 

Jeremy Kayon­
do gave Budo 
a fifth mi-
nute lead from 
his boot. But 
Jillia,'s reac­
tion was posi­
tive and was 
awarded with 
two'penalties 
from Timothy 
MawandaKi­
zitotomake 
it 6-3. At the 
stroke ofhatf­
time, Mar-
vin Tegike'!!. 
try to make 
it 11-3 made 
things worse 
for Budo. 
John Mathew 
Oluka 35th mi­
nute try was 
converted by 
Kizito to make 
it 18-3. Em­
mantial Enoba 
made it 21-3 
from another 
pen~be­
fore Kizito also 
crossed the 
try-line. 
GideonKi­
sangala~ta 
consolation 
try for Budo 
that Kayondo 
converted for 
a respectable 
26-10 score. 
Kakungulu 
chases hockey 
double Budo's 
problems were 
compounded 
bya4-110ss 
to Ntare Sch­
ool in the boys' 
hockey semIs. 
Ntare will meet 
Kakungulu Me­
morial which 
beat last year's 
champions 
Mbarara High 
School 2-1 in 
the other semi­
finals. Kakun­
guluhavea 
chance to take 
two trophies 
home AS their 
girls also beat 
. Sacred Heart. 

. . 


