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The crackdown forms 
-'part of a wider city 
enforcement campaign 
launched in February 
2026 underthe Kampa­
la Capital City Authority 
Act to restore order in 
trade and public spaces. 

KCCA cracks down on 
streetllledical begging 

========================= :. 
. BYSHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA 

The Kampala Capital City Author-

_ 
ity (KCC.M has intensified opera­
tions against street begging involv­
ing sick people and children, citing 

growing public-health concerns and ex-
~loitation of vulnerable groups in the . _ ...... ..,. 

city. 
Speaking at the Uganda Media Centre 

on Wednesday, the KCCA Executive Di­
rector, Ms Sharifah Buzeki, said the au­

- thority is increasingly alanned by cases 
where caregivers allegedly remove visi­

-bly ill patients from hospitals and place 
. them along busy city streets to solicit 

money.from the public. 
"We are seeing people turned into . 

what can only be described as'medical ' 
beggars'. Patients who should be receiv­
ing care in proper health facilities are in­
stead being exposed to harsh conditions 

--=-on the streets,~Ms Buzeki said. i 

Detrimental pratice. 
When you give 
money on the street, 
you may feel you are 
helping, but in rea­

lity, you are sustaining a harmful 
cycle. These children's education, 
health and safety are being com­
promised,· 
KCCA Executive Director Sharifah 
Buzeki. 

"-~i6.0~~~ : menced enforcement on February 19, 
- 2026. Since then, we have taken delib­

erate steps to decongest the city and im­
_ prove its overall functionality,"Ms Buze­
, kisaid. 

:;:.:~=;:- , She said the operation has resulted in 
i the removal of illegal vendors and other 

_ :--::=,,- ; obstructions from major streets in Kam­
i pala's central business district, includ­

ing Luwum Street, Namirembe Road, 
• Ben Kiwanuka Street, Nakasero Road, 

JiI!!o~""l and Allen Road. 
;;==:!f=-""~~~IJ · The enforcement exercise has also 

• been extended to major trading cen­
tres in Kawempe,Makindye,Rubaga and 
Nakawa divisions,improving access to 
roads, pedestrian walkways and public 
spaces. 

She warned that the practice 'endail- : 
gers the lives of vulnerable people, es~ : 
pecially children and the sick, while un- . 
dermining ongoing public health and : 
social protection programmes in Kam- I 
pala rdin ki al ' Children and adults begging on the street remains a challenge in Kampala and other cities. PHOTO/FILE 

Acco g to Ms Buze ,KCCA has -.. 
Ms Buzeki further revealed that KC­

CA has undertaken road marking and 
repainting, drainage desilting, restora-ready started removing affected indi­

viduals from the streets and transfer­
ring them to govemment health centres 
for1reatment and support. 

She added that caregivers who contin­
ue exposing children and sick persons 
to such conditions risk arrest and pros­
ecution. 

"We urge the public to stop giving 
money directly to street beggars, par­
ticularly children, because the practice 

! fuels a cycle of exploitation and keeps : These children's education,health and ! cued children have already been reinte- ; tion of streetlights, as well as upgrading 
, children out of school.~she said. ' safety are being compromised," she said ' grated into schools through rehabilita- ' of green spaces as part of efforts to im­
i Ms Buzeki noted that while many city i Ms Buzeki encouraged members of tion programmes. : prove safety, mobility, and the appear-
, residents may believe they are helping , the public to support vulnerable groups The crackdown forms part of a wider : ance of the city. 
i by offering money on the streets, the do- ' through recognised rehabilitation cen- city enforcement campaign launched in : "The results of orderly trade are visible. 
I nations instead sustain unsafe and ex- ; tres such as Masulita Rehabilitation February 2026 underthe Kampala capi- i We encourage the public and business 
i ploitative conditions. ' Cebtre, where rescued individuals are tal City Authority Act to restore order in . community to embrace these effQrts so 

"When you give money on the street, provided with shelter, food. healthcare, trade and public spaces. ' that we can formalise businesses and 
you may feel you are helping, but in re- . and access to education. "Following the directive to organ- build a vibrant, attractive and sustaina-

. ality, you are sustaining a harmful cycle. i According to the KCCA boss, some res- ise the city in terms of trade, we com- , ble city;"she said. 
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Hantavirus: Uganda not at risk,health ministry assures public 
BYTONNY ABET 

~ KAMPALA. As more hantavirus cas­
es are repoited abroad, Uganda's Minis­
try of Health has urged the public not to 
panic, saying the countryfuces no imme­
diatethreat 

"Itisnotofconcem to us in Uganda,~Dr 
Daniel Kyabayinze, the director of Public 
Health at the ministI)r, told Daily Moni­
tor. "It has a known mode of transmis­
sion that requires vectors and con~­
nation offood.~ 

According to the World Health Organi­
sation (WHO),hantaviruses are a group 
of viroses carried by rodents that can 
cause severe disease in humans. . 

Eight new cases, including three 
deaths, were recently reported among 
travellers on a cruise ship from Argen­
tina heading to the Canary Islands in 
Spain. 

Dr Allan Muruta, commissioner for 
the Epidemiology and Surveillance De­

wartment at the Ministry ofHealth;said 
Ugandans should remain calm because 
~the risk of infection is low. 
'10 "We are monitoring, and the risk is very 
. Jow. Havil}g~ person undergoing treat-- _ __ .:a_:;... _ __ _ .-. _ _ #-

ment in South Africa does not mean , 
there is an outbreak there. Hantavirus 
has existed for centuries, and the risk of. 
contracting it is very,very low,"he said. 

Several strains ofhantavirus have in­
fected and killed people for centuries, 
particularly in the Americas,Europe and 
Asia. According to Gavi, about 200,000 
global cases and hantavirus-like symp­
toms are reported annually. 

People are usually infected through 
contactwithrodents ortheirurine,drop­

. pings and saliva. Infection can result in 
severe illness and death. 

WHO QUIDES ON CARE 

Care focuses on close clinical 
monitoring and management of 
respiratory, cardiac and kidney 
complications. Early access to 
intensive care, when clinically 
indicated, improves outcomes, 
particularly.for patients witp 
hantavirus cardiopulmonary 
syndrome. 

While strains common in Europe and 
Asia kill between 5 and 15 percent of in­
fected people, newer strains such as the 
Andes virus can kill between 30 anli 50 
percent 

, experiencing mild symptoms,~ Africa 
CDC said. 

, . The Africa Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention (Africa CDC) stated that, 
by May 4,seven cases ofhantavirus infec­
tion had been identified, including two 
laboratory-confirmed and five suspect-

.' ed cases. WHO later reported one addi­
, tional case. 

"Among these, three fatalities have 
been recorded; one patient remains in 

I" critical condition under medical care in 
South Africa, and three individuals are 

• 

The agency advised member states to 
strengtl\en port health services, rein­
force infection prevention and control 
measures; and ensure timely reporting 
of suspected cases. 

Prof Samuel Majalija, a scientist in the 
Department of Biosecurity, Ecosystem 
and Veterinary Public Health at Maker­
ere Universi~said the virus was unlike­
ly to develop into a global pandemic be-

. cause the outbreak had been contained. 
"The chance ofit becoming a pandem-• 

icisroinOl:ltwillnotbeafull-blownpan-

• 

demic because the outbreak has been 
contained on that ship on theisland The 
risk ofhuman·to-hwnao transmission is 
very low,"ProfMajalija said. 

Evolution ofhantavirus 
A study by Mohammed Mir of the Col­

lege of Veterinary Medicine at Western 

syndrome (HCPS), is considered a "New 
World" disease because it was first isolat· 
ed in the 1990S. 

"Since then, it has become endemic 
across North and South America, with 
species such as Andes virus beii1g of par­
ticular concern in Chile and Argentina," 
Gaviadded. 

. . University ofHealth Sciences in the Unit- C 

edStates explains the origins of the virus. Prevention and management 
According to WHO, prevention de· 

pends mainly on reducing contact be- -
tween people and rodents . 

"In 1978, the disease-causing agent of 
Korean haemorrhagic feverwas isolated 
from a small infected field rodent,Apo­
demus agrarius, near the Hantan Riv­
er in South Korea. The virus was named 
Hantaan virus after the river,"the study 
states. 

Gavi reports that although hantavirus 
has largelyremained endemicinEurope 
and Asia, a species known as Sangassou 
virus was isolated in an African wood 
mouse in Guinea in 2006. 

"Further seroprevalence studies sug­
gestits presence in Cflte d'Ivoire and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, al­
though no human cases have been re­
ported,"Gavi stated. 

The organisation added that hanta­
virus pulmonary syndrome (lIPS), also 
known Cli bantavirus cardiopulmonary 

During outbreaks or suspected cas­
es, health authorities recommend early 
identification and isolation of patients, 
close monitoring of contacts, and strict 
infection prevention measures to limit 
further spread. .... 

i - WHOsaysthereiscurrentlynolicensed 
. antiviral treatment orvaccine for banta· 

virus infection. 
"Care is supportive and focuses on 

close clinical monitoring and manage­
ment of respiratory, cardiac and kidney 
complications. Early access to intensive 
care, when clinically indicated, improves 
outcomes, particularly for patients 
with h~tavirus cardiopulmonary syn­
drome,~the organisation states. 
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