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Judges,prosecutors must 
pay fidelity to the law 

R ecentdevelopments 
. suggest a troubling 

... pattern. Accused per­
sons,particularly 

those perceived to be critical of 
government, have increasing­
ly encountered ajustice system 
that appears less anchored in 
principle and more in expedi­
ency. The denial of bail in cir­
cumstances where the law 
clearly provides for it, the rais­
ing of tenuous and often spec­
ulative objections by prosecu­
tors, and the selective vigour in 
pursuing certain categories'of 
accused persons all point to a 
deeper institutiollaJ. mMaise: 

Consider the treatment or 
Opposition figure Kizza Besi­
gye, whose repeated engage­
ments with the criminaljus­
tice system have oftenraised 
more .questions than answers. 
Equally, supporters of the Na­
tional Unity Platform and lead­
ers of civil society organisa­
tions have,in various instanc­
es,faced prosecutorial conduct 
that appears designed less to 
securejustice and more to se­
cure detention. While each 
case must be assessed on its 
own facts, the broader pattern 
cannot be ignored. 

At the heart of the matter lies 
the principle oflegality.Judg­
es swear oaths to adminis-
ter justice in accordance with 
the Constitution and the la~ 

one. 

-
without fear or favour.Prose-
cutors, too, are bound by a du­
ty not merely to secure convic­
tions, but ~ ensure thatjus­
tice is done. These are notcer­
emoniaicommitments; they 
are binding ethical and consti­
tutional imperatives. Fidelity 
to the law requires more than 
technical compliance,it de- . 
mands intellectual honesty, in­
dependence ofmjnd,andmor-
alcourage. . 
Uganda's constitutional and 

political history offers sober­
ingreminders of what hap· 
pens when that fidelity wavers. 
During the turbulent years fol­
lowing independence, sections 
of the judiciary were criticised 
for fuiling to robustly check Ex­
ecutive overreach,partlcular-

lyin the wake of the 1966 con­
stitutional crisis. The courts'in- -
ability or unwillingness to as­
sert constitutional supremacy 
during that period contnbut­
ed to the erosion of institution­
al checks and balances. 

Perhaps one of the moSt dra­
matic illustrations occurred 
in 2005 during the infamous 
Black Mamba siege of the High 
Court, when security forces 
surrounded the High Court 
and re-arrested suspects who 
hadjust been granted bail. 
While some judges strongly . 
condemned the incident, the 
broader institutional response 
exposed the Judiciary's vulner­
ability and th~ limits of its au­
thority when confronted with 
raw state power. 

These examples are not cited 
to diminish the Judiciary; but 
to underscore a critical point: 
courts are humaninstitutions, 
and they can err sometimes 
with profoUnd consequences. 
When such errors align with 
politicalp~orpublicex­
. pectations, they risk entrench­
ing injustice rather than cor­
recting it. The right to bail, for 
instmce,is not a privilege be­
stowed at the whim of ajudi­
cial officer. It is a constitution­
al safeguard rooted in the pre­
sumption ofinnocence.Denial 
of bail must, therefore, bejus­
tified on clear,lawful grounds 
such as the risk offlight,inter­
ference with investigations,or 
the likelihood of committing 
further offences. Where such 
grounds are absent, or where 
they are stretched beyond rec­
ognition, the denial of bail be­
comes not a legal decision but 
a pWutive measure imposed 
prior to conviction. 
Simil~prosecutorial dis­

cretionmust be exercised judi­
ciously. The power to charge, to 
object to bail, and to gUide the 
course of c:riininaI proceedings 
is immense. When that power 
is used to advance weak or un­
substantiated objections, it un­
dermines the credibility of the 
justice system. Prosecutors are 
not adversaries of the accused 
in a political contest; they-are 
officers of the-court tasked 
With upholdirigjtistice, even 
where that may result in the 
acquittal of the accused. 
The theoretical foundation 

of the rule oflaw is clear: laws 
must govem,notindividuals. 
Where the application of the 
law begins to depend OR who 
the accused is or what they rep­
resent politically the system 
ceases to function as a neutral 
arbiter and instead becomes 
an instrument of control 

This is not merely a legal con­
cern; it is a democratic one.A 
justice system perceived as par­
tialloses public confidence. Cit­
izens begm to view courts not 
as forums offuimess, but as ex­
tensions of political author­
ity.In such an environment, 
grievances escalate,legitimacy 
wanes,and the social contract 

Opinions 

Uganda media 'Wall of Fame~ 
Last Sunday, Uganda media fratemi­

tyIDaIted World Press Freedom Day (WP­
FD) that fulls on May 3 with a march from 
Uganda Broadcasting Corporation (UBC) 
through sections of the city and back to na­
tional broadcaster's grounds where a se­
ries of speeches were delivered and the an­
nual Uganda Media Sector Working Group 
(UMSWG) awards given out. 

The awards,now in their sixth year, are the 
focus on this column for the simple reason 
that the wider public should hear the story 
of the very. qeserving awardees,given that 
for one reason or the other, th~ mainstream 
media gave them a wide berth 

Why did the media not give any space to 
celebrate these legendary journalists? Ms 
J~ Ajwang, the team leader at civil society 
organisation,Media Focus iIi Africa, opined 
that it is perl1apsbecause" .. journalists 
moved on from themselves!" 
Anyho~the annual,UMSWG award cere­

mony usually features two"Joumalism Life­
time AchievementAward"and one"Institu­
tionru Awarcf'.Some of the past awardees in­
clude: 

2021: AbduKatuntu and UMCAT School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication. 

2022: Ben Bella illakut,Baylon Katahikire, 
and UgandaMedia Women's Association. 

2023: Edward Baliddawa and Justice Ken­
neth Kakuru . 

2024: James R. Tumusiime and Wafula 
ogmru. 

2025: Dr Zadok Ekimwere and Drake Se­
keba 

You will note that all in the above fut are 
journalists ormedia supporVtraining or­
ganisations except for three individuals. 
Baylon Katahikire is a news vendor and at 
the time of the award, he had been selling 
newspapers every day for 32 years since he 
first hit the streets in 1990. 

He was awarded "for his important con­
tnbution to the business ofjoumalism as a 
vendor at the last point-of-sale in the print 
distnbution chain." 

Mr Edward Baliddawa was recognised 

Congratulations to the 
current and past awar-

, ~ees for theiroutstan­
ding cOntribution to 
~anda's journa­
lism. 

and awarded "for his outstanding contri­
bution to media development through In­
formation and Communications Technol­
ogy (ICI')". 

He set up and managed The Monitor'sfirst 
website from the USA. The Monitorwas the 
first newspaper in Africa to go online. 

JUstice Kenneth Kakuru was recognised 
and awarded posthumously "for his out­
standing contribution to the protection 
of :freedom of speech,acce!S to informa­
tion and the whole gamut of rights that he 
fought to protect and spread." 

The 2026 awards honoured two legendary 
war reporters in recognition of the fact that 
~ar journalism is the pinnacle ofjoumal­
istic endeavour or the ultimate form ofre­
porting because it demands the highest lev­
els of courage,ethicaljudgment, and profes­
sional skill while reporting from the most 
dangerous and chaotic locations on earth. 
It involves bearing witness to human suf­

fering and documenting historical turn-
ing points,oftenrequiringjoumalists to risk 
their lives to expose the truth." 

This was in tandem with this year's WPFD 
theme: "Shaping a Future at Peace: Promot­
ing Press Freedom for Human Rights,Devel­
opment,and Security". 

Awardee One: John Muto Ono P'Lajurwas 
awarded the Journalism Lifetime Achieve­
mentAward for his outstanding courage 

and resilience in documenting and report­
ing on the 1986 to 2006 civil war in north­
ern Uganda 

He braved it all through 20 years and three 
rebellions [upDA,HSM and LRAJ to docu­
ment and tell the world the incredIble sto­
ries of violence and survival,ofinnocence 
and evil,ofvillains and saviours, of pain and 
despair, of life and death, of hope and hope­
lessness, of politics and religion, of war and 
peace, et cetera. 

When the guns fell silent,he went ahead 
many years later to publish a compendi­
um of these stories in a book titled War in 

'- Northern Uganda: A Journalist's Accolll1t" 
.12021). 

Awardee Two: Sheila Kawamara Misham-
. bi was awarded the Journalism Lifetime 
Achievement Award for her outstanding 
courage.and resilience in documenting and 
reporting on the 1990 to 1994 civil war and 
genocide in Rwanda for Uganda audiences. 
She was one of the fewUgandajournalist 

[and the onlywomanJ that covered Rwanda 
civil war from the rear lines of the RPF forc­
es, bringing alive the human and material 
cost of the Rwimdan refugees'journey back 
home, the price Uganda paid as the incuba­
tor and rear guard of the rebels,as well as 
the barbarity of war. 

Awardee Three: The Institutional Award 
went to Media Challenge Initiative (MCI) for 
its outstanding contnbution to media devel­
opment in Uganda,particularly in "SUpport­
ing and Training youngjournalist in digital 
Creator and Solutions Journalism." 

****** 
Congratulations to the current and past 

awardees for their outstanding contnbu­
tion to Uganda'sjournalism. 

I Send your feedback/complaints to 
. public-editor@ug.nationmedia.comor 
call/text on +256 776 500725. WhatsApp 
+256 752 500725 . 
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WOlllen and tech: Our next growth. engine 

U
ganda stands at a pivotal moment in 
its economic journey. With one of the 
youngest populations in the world 
and a rapidly expanding digital eco­
system, the question is no longer 
whether technology will shape 

our future but who will shape that future 
through technology. 

In the recent past,in the various financial 
literacy initiatives that we have had across 
various universities in Kampala,I have met 
many young Ugandan women entrepre­
neurs who are building digital platforms to 
connect their businesses directly to urban 
markets. What strikes me is not just the in­
genuity of their ideas, but their ambition to 
scale beyond Uganda,into the region,and 
eventually across Africa 

For years, the conversation around wom­
en in the economy has centred on inclusion, 
getting more women into the workforce, 
improving access to finance, and support­
'ing entrepreneurship. These ~main critical 
-however; inclusion alone is not enouglL 

Technology is fundamentally reshap-
ing how value is created; from fintech and, 
e-commerce to agri-tech and health inno­
vation, the most scalable opportunities for 
growth are increasingly digital Ifwomen 
are not actively participating in building 
and leading these solutions, we risk widen­
ing not closing. the economic gap. 

Programmes for women in tech should 
therefore be about more than skills devel­
opment. They should ~ about positioning 
Women at the centre Ofhigb.grOwthsectolS ... 

.. -'wherethey·can~te busin~ thatscale ' 

When "vomen thrive in 
technology, economies 
don't just gro,v, they 
transform. 

beyond borders, attract investment and 
generate meaningful employment. 
.This is critical because when women suc­

ceed in technology, the impact extends far 
beyond individual achievement. 

Women-led businesses tend to reinvest 
back in their fumilies and communities. In 
a digital context, this creates a multiplier ef­
fect where one innovation can transform 
entire value chains,from smallholder farm­
ers accessing IDaItets to informal traders 
digitising their businesses. 
In Uganda, where SMEs form the back­

bone of the economy; empowering women 
With digital tools and platforms significant­
ly.accelerates productivity and resilience.It 
is not just about building apps; it is about 
solving real problems improving financial 
inclusion, enhancing access to services, and 
unlocking new IDaItets. 

Despite the immense benefits however, 
the patbwayis not without its challenges. 

;. Women intechilology often face a combi­
nation of structUral.and social barriers that 

range from limited access to funding, un­
derrepresentation in STEM fields,as well 
as fewer opportunities to scale their ideas. 
There is also a less visible but equafly im­
portant barrier: confidence. 

Our commitment should therefore be an­
chored in a broader ambition to drive com­
merce and prosperity through our unique 
diversity. Supporting women in tech is a nat­
ural extension of this purpose because di­
verse economies are more resilient, more in­
novative, and ultimately more successful. 

Uganda's digital future is being built today. ' 
The question is whether it will be inclusive 
by design or unequal by default. 

Empowering women to use technology 
as a pathway to economic growth is one of 
the most powerful choices we can make as a 
country. It requires bold action from corpo­
rates, governments,and development part­
ners alike. We all need to join hands in cre­
ating safe spaces for innovation,embed­
ding gender-intentional policies,and active­
ly investing in women-led solutions are no 
longer optional, they are economic imper­
atives. 
Real transformation will come when we 

collectively commit to ensuring that wom­
en are not just participants in the digital 
economy but leaders,innovators,and archi­
tectsofit. 

Because when women thrive in technol­
ogy,economies don't just ~ theytrans­
form. 

I
Ms~~Kead~AIfaIra, 
EIraJ:Id ancI Marketing ~ Chartered Bank. 

- -. ' ."" $. • # - - ;... 

i 
.\ 

1 
I 

I 

. .). 

,, ~ 


