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BY SYLIVIA KATUSHABE 

KAMPALA. As skilling takes centre 
stage in schools, the Ministry ofEduca­
tion together with Uganda Registration 
Service Bureau (URSB) have cautioned 
that without Intellectual Property (lP) 
rights, students/schools risk losing own­
ership of their ideas and innovations. 

This comes as the countryis promoting 
the competence based curriculum, es­
pecially for O-Levellearners. Under this 
curriculum, learners have been encour­
aged to develop projects that solve real 
life problems. 

According to the Permanent Secre­
tary at the Ministry of Education and 
Sports,Ms Kedrace Turyagyenda,there is 
a growing number of creative ideas that 
have been developed by different learn­
ers in differentschoois.However, they re­
main unprotected underthe Intellectual 
Property(JP) law. 

The ministry, together with URSB have 
asked schools to encourage students to 
register their innovations to safeguard 
them from misuse and plagiarism, 
while ensuring that they benefit from 
their work. 

"Intellectual property is so fundamen­
tal, that we as Ugandans and Africans 
are late in getting its maximum utiliza­
tion. It provides the framework through 
which such ideas,products, and creative 
outputs are protected and valued," Ms 
Turyagenda said. 

Speaking during the recent World In­
tellectual Property Day event, Ms Tu­
ryagyend,a explained that without prop­
er protection, such ideas can easily be 
copied or commercialised by others, 
leaving innovative Ugandans out of the 
race to improve technology. 

"People come here and find our fine 
<;rafts made by uneducated grandmoth­
ers, They buy it as a craft,~e it where 
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URSB urged to protect student innovations 

they are going and they just adjust some­
thing small and they call it their own, 
They get the intellectual property,which 
is not theirs,"Ms Turyagyenda said. 

Intellectual property rights are the 
rights given to persons over the creations 
of their minds. They usually give the cre­
ator an exclusive right over the use of 
hislher creation for a certain period of 
time. 

According to URSB, IP refers to crea­
tions of the mind, such as inventions; 
li~~ and artistic works, designs and 
symbols, names and images used in 
commerce, IP rights grant the owner of 

the work exclusive rights to exploit and 
benefit from hislher creation. 

Last year, URSB in partnership with 
the World Intellectual Property Organ­
ization launched an IP programme in 
schools to help learners protect and 
commercialise ideas and innovations. 
The progranune is aimed at integrating 
intellectual propertf awareness into the 
education system. This is planned as a 
way of equipping learners witJl knowl­
edge on how to identify, protect, and 
commercialise their creations,fostering 
innovation at a yeung age. 

Ms Turyagyenda emphasised that in-
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tellectual property not only helps secure 
ownership, prevent unauthorised use 
and gives innovators a competitive edge 
but also creates opportuirities for learn­
ers to earn from their ideas. 

"We consider quality education to be 
holistic, to be the education that devel­
ops a young child and a young person 
in all aspects of life. The mind, the capac­
itytothinkinnovativelyandcreatively,to 
solve problems, to be literate andnumer­
ate,to be able to interpret what is written 
by other people and convert it into what 
works forus,"she said. 

Adding that; "Ifs not the grades on a 

piece of paper. It is the capacity to trans­
late what you know in your mind into 
something tangible and practical~ 

Ms Turyagenda hi~ted that un­
der the Competence based curriculum 
every learner has potential that can be 
nurtured. 

"These young people are extremely 
creative,i.hey are able to do things that 
we can't imagine because naturally we 
havethecreativityinusWhattheschool . 
system does is to develop that and em­
power them to know what each is capa­
ble of and go ahead and useit,"she said. 

URSB Registrar General Mercy Kainob­
wisho emphasised the need for contin­
uous sensitisation and education of the 
young people about IP as more learners 
develop new innovations that need pro­
tection. 

"We have decided to capture young 
people when they are still young, be­
cause of the fact that the government 
had a shift in the education curriculum 
where itis now practical rather than the­
oretical," she said. "The law is available ' 
and it is modern [enough] to protect in­
tellectual property." 

Educationists welcome the ideas of 
promoting IP in schools saying it will 
help students to understand the impor­
tance of registering their ideas and in­
novation and in the long run earn from 
them. 

However, Ms Moreen Asiimwe, assis­
tant director of studies at Christ the King 
SS in Kalisizo, said it might not be prac­
tical with project work since students 
from different schotfts may produce 
similar projects. "Students at times have 
similar projffi work because Uneb gives 
schools the same theme," she said. 
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Beating all odds. From 
scrubbing clinic floors 
to creatingjobs, Ro- ~ 
binih~Nyakecho's grit 
proves that persistence' 
unlocks extraordinary 
opportunities for suc­
cess in life_ 

BYJANENAFULA 

The academicjourney is not always 
smooth for many Ugandan stu­
dents, especially those whose par­
ents struggle to raise school dues 

or are abandoned by parents at a ten­
der age. However, those who endure 
the hard times and strive to hunt for 
available opportunities,most times see 
light at the end of the tunnel, 

The power and fruits of resilience 
are evident in the life of Ms Robinah 
Nyakecho, a graduate who is currently 
pursuing an online Master's Degree in 
Education Computing at the American 
University of Beirut, in Lebanon. She is 
the brain behind the Kecho-Agro-Pro­
cessors company, found in the eastern 
Uganda District ofIganga 

Ms Nyakecho says she was raised by 
her maternal grandmother in Ama­
goro B Village in Tororo District, after 
her parents separated. 

After sitting for Primary Leaving Ex­
aminations (pLE) in 2012,Ms Nyakecho 
came to Kampala to live with her elder 
sister, who sorely depended on hawk­
ing yellow bananas on the city streets 
and laundry to make ends meet. 

When her results came back,~ake-
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Nyakecho~s journey froDl . 
a.cleaner to an eDlployer 
cho was enrolled at Kansanga Seed 
Secondary School, one of the govern­
ment schools in Kampala offering Uni­
versal Secondary Education (USE) and 
Universal Post O-level Education and 
Ti"aining (UPOLET): 
Her sister could contribute 

Shs100,000 per term to cater for meals. 
During weekends, she could help the 
sister to sell yellow bananas to be able 
to raise money for scholastic materials, 
rent and upkeep. 

The duo lived in the Namuwongo 
slums,in Makindye Division and their 
monthly rent was Shs 80,000, accord­
ing to Nyakecho, 

On a good weekend, she would sell 
bananas worth Shs 10,000. During her 
senior six vacation, Ms Nyakecho had 
to think outside the box so that she 
could raise money to support her uni­
versity education. 

Fortunately, she landed a job as a 
cleaner at a health clinic in Namu­
wongo. Here she_earned Shs150,OOO 
per month. When her A-level results 
were released, she started looking 
around for sponsors, as she had scored 
16 points and could not win a govern­
ment sponsorship. 

As she ponde~d her next move, she 
shared her plight with a nurse at the 
clinic where she worked as a cleanei 
The nurse told her about the Master­
Card Foundation Scholarship at Mak-
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Dream chaser. 
"I headed to Make­
rere and inquired 
about it before 

applying for the scholarship, 
When I returned to the clinic, I 
hadbeen.fired on the grounds 
that I had absconded from work. 
I was expected to keep the clinic 
clean all the time, but on this 
day, I stayed away to secure my 
future by chasing for a scho­
larship," Robinah Nyakecho, 
a graduate pursuing Master's 
Degree in Education Computing 

erere. 
"I headed to Makerere and inquired 

about it before applying for the schol­
arship. When I returned to the clinic, I 
had been fired on the grounds that I 
had absconded from work," she recalls. 
~ was expected to keep the clinic clean 
all the time, but on this day, I stayed 
away as I hoped to secure my future by 
chasing for a scholarship.~ 

After losing the cleaning job, she in­
stead started hunting for a teaching 
job in a Primary School and landed on 
one, where she earned Shs 100,000 per 
month in wages. 

As she hustled as a Primary Three 
class teacher, she was informed that 
her application for the scholarship 
was successful She immediately aban­
doned the teaching job, to prepare for 
university. 

"I was lucky. They called me saying 
my application was successful. I felt so 
happy because I had always wanted to 
study at Makerere University, Uganda's 
premier university. The staff of Master­
Card Foundation came home for vali­
dation before I could be granted schol­
arship,"She recalls. 
In 2019, she enrolled for Bachelor of 

Arts of Education programme and 
graduated in 2023 with a First Class de­
gree. Upon graduation, her sponsors, 
the MasterCard Foundation, through 
the MasterCard Foundation Fwld for 
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Alumni Start-Ups in Transition (FAST) 
programme, awarded her a grant of 
$3,500 (about Shs 12.7 million), 

"I used the funds to a start Ket:ho 
Agro-Processors Company.I bought the 
machine and started processing sweet 
potatoes and cassava among others. I 
employ four people, three women and 
a man,"she explains. 

Currently, Nyakecho is working with 
MasterCard, on a one year contract, 
where every alumnus is given an op­
portunity to serve the foundation up­
on graduation. Her advice to young 
people is to take courage, focus, and be 
determined to chase their dreams and 
always look out for opportunities. 

During Makerere University's 76th 
graduation ceremonies, early this year, 
Ms Reeta Roy, the First President of the 
MasterCard Foundation challenged 
students, who go through the hands of 
the foundation ~o uphold values of in­
tegrity and respect and serve with hu-

_mility. 
"Uphold your values, you are the true 

definition impact. You are special lead­
ers with an·assignment to make your 
community'better and inclusive. Ex­
tend a hand of justices and equity. I 
thank you for what you are about to 
dO,"she said. 

~nmedia.com 

.. .. 


