
DAILY MONITOR I MONDAY, MAY 11, 2026 45 

www.monitor.co.ug Local 

Queen Cranes falter to miss Poland -
Able filler. With girls' 
football postponed at 
the semifinal stage, th~ 
boys' rugby15s final 
took centre stage at the 
closing ceremony. 

BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

World Cup_QuaJifi~atio_n 
. First Le: Ghana·2-1 U anda 

~ond Leg: Uganda 1-1 G"'h""'an"'a"--__ 
Ghana win tie 3·2 on aggregate 

to qualify for eIghth straIght we 

R
r 78 minutes on Saturday at Fufa 

Kadiba Stadium, Uganda could see 
themselves at the Fifa U-20 Wom­
en's World CUp in Poland at the ex­

pense of Ghana. 
Uganda's U-20 side scored early in the 

sixthminute to take early control of the 
final qualification tie against the Black 
Princesses and the nation's hope grew! 

Following a 2-1 loss in the first leg in 
Ghana in which the Queen Cranes had 
showed fight, coach Sheryl Botes chose 
to take the game to her opponents at 
Kadiba but also pushed to deny them. 
space to operate. 

Midfielder Imelda Kasemire made 
way for another striker in Sylivia Ka­
bene who partnered with Mary Kan­
tono in the starting line up. Kaberte re­
paid the decision with an early goal to 
level the tie and give Uganda advan­
tage due to the away goals.rule. 

In the 68th minute, Ghana's misery 
was compounded by a red card after 
their defender Margaret Agyapomaa 
stamped Kabene's foot after a chal­
lenge. 

Uganda did not take advantage. There 
were no plans to replinish the forces oh 
pitch even when fatigue took its toll on 

~. ~- ~ 

Thank You. The Uganda national U-20 women team, the Queen Cranes, led by captain Agnes Nabukenya (20) applaud 
fans for showing up at the Fufa Kadiba Stadium during a World Cup qualifYing game. PHOTO/JOHN BATANUDDE 

thefustll. 
Botes was only forced into a substi­

tution in the 70th minute -bringing in 
Sumaya Nalumu after Peace Muduwa 
hobbledofE 

Captain Agnes Nabukenya, who loves 
to operate around the opponent's box, 
was still left to chase all over the park. 

Broken hearts 
Unfortunately, Uganda kept taking 

risks at the back. On one occasion, goal­
keeper Lillian Nakirya ran out to clear 
the ball when Barbara Anomo seemed 
in control and missed. In a bid to close 
down Ghana's substitute striker Pris; 

GAMES OF STICKS 

Kakungulu Memorial School won 
both the boys' and girl~ titles 
after beating Ntare School 2-1 
and Mt. St. Mary's College Na­
magunga 4-0 respectively to fol­
low in the footsteps ofWam­
pewo Ntake who also won the 
U-17 boys' and girls' handball. 
In girls' hockey, most valuable 
player ,MVP) Jolly Alimo scored 
first thEm set up three. 

cillah ,Mensah, who was chasing down 
the loose ball, Anomo fouled the fast 
forward towards the right comer flag. 

Uganda's naivety was punished from 
the resulting freekick. First, they al­
lowed Ghana captain Linda Owusu 
Ansah advance the ball from the foul 
spot to an angle she was comfortable 
with. Then she whipped ball in to stun 
the home crowd with just 12 minutes 
to go and send her team to the Septem­
ber 5-27 finals in Poland. 

Ghana managed their advantage bet­
ter by ensuring the ball was barely in 
play. "We showed character to come 
back into the tie, " Ghana coach Charles 

Sampson said. team has been tested in 
various ways in this campaign and that 
is why I am proud of how we qualified. 

"Today, we played a worthy oppo­
nent. You could tell they have been to· 
gether for a while. They stopped us 
from playing in midfield in Accra and 
we had to make changes to arrest the 
situation. Today was pretty much the 
same," Sampson said. 

Tough questions 
Botes will accept the compliment es­

pecially because she was forced to de­
fend herself in her own post-match 
press conference. 

"We knew we could score but we al-
so knew the danger of their setpiece.In -_­
that particular moment the girls lost 
concentrtation because I can't remem-
ber how many times we practiced 
what to do with various setpieces. 

"That ball (Ansah's take) looked like 
a normal cross. I can tell you now that 
the girls are devastated, " Botes said. 

Botes' now turns her attention to 
the U-17 Teen Cranes, who are also in­
volved in a tight qualifier against Ken­
ya later this month. Later in the year, 
she takes charge of the Crested Cranes 
in Olympic Qualifiers. 

The press wanted to know how she 
copes and which team is her priority. 

"The idea is to understand and im­
prove women's football. And I believe I 
have done that. That's my view. 

"If I want to see improvement with 
the Crested Cranes, I hawto start from 
the youth teams because that is where 
you develop play~.So there is no pref­
erence. My job is that when I am done,I 
can hand over a philosophy and game 
model 

"The girls are playing much better 
and many of you haven't seen it but 
that's my view," Botes said as she was 
pressed on whether she thinks Fufa 
could renew her contract that runs out ' 
in November. 
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BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

USSSA BALL ~AMESI 
WINNERS 
Badminton 
G: Mbogo High 
B:KibuIiSS 
Basketball.3xa....U-17s 
G: Seroma Christian HS 
B: St. Michael Ssonde 
Basketbalt5xo __ 
G: St. Mary's College Kitende 
B: Amus College 
I:fandball U17s 
G: Wampewo Ntake 
B: Wampewo Ntake 
Hock~ __ _ 
G: Kakungulu Memorial 
B: Kakuilgulu Memorial 
Netball U-17s 
G: St. Mary's Kitende 
Rugby15.~s ________ __ 
B:JiniaSS 
Table tennis 

. G:KibuliSS 
B:KibuliSS 
Tennis 
G:KibuliSS 
B:KibuIiSS 
Volleyball U-17s 
G: Bukedea Comprehensive 
B: Standard High Zaha 

KAMPALA. The 2026 Uganda Sec­
ondary School Sports Association CUSS­
SA) Ball Games I climaxed Thursday at 

Jinja SS bag USSSA rugby gold on final day 

Haka. Jirlia SS celebrate winning the coveted title on th~ final day of the games in Mukono. PHOTO/AMINAH BABIRYE 

Seroma ChristianHighSchoo~Mukono. was converted by Rahim KaZlba After . Gateja scored another penalty to give 
With girls' football postponed at the unsuccessfullytryingto extend the lead his side a 17-13 lead. 

semifinal stage, the boys' rugby 15s fi- through another try, Emmanuel Okot But two early second half tries from 
nal took centre stage at the closing cere- scored a drop goalto make it 1(H). Paul Kintu and Hashim Onyai and re-
mony of the games that attracted about Dominic Singa's 25th minute try con- spectively converted by Kizito and Eno-
6,500 students. verted by Trey Gateja brought Smack ba gave Jinja an unassailable 26-17 lead. 

Jinja SS showed up for themselves back into contention but two minutes Gateja pushed Smack to 20 points with. 
and their pride in front of their peers later Timothy Mawanda Kizito pulled the last kick of the game. 
from various schools by St. Mary's Col- Jinja further to a 13-7 lead. Kakungulu, Kibuli, Kitende top 
lege Kisubi 27-20 to win their first USSSA A dramatic end to the half saw Ben- Earlier in hockey, Kakungulu Memori-
rugby 15s trophy. jamin Sserumaga score a try that was al School had won both the boys' and 

They showed early intent through Em- converted by Gateja to give SIr..ack a 14- girls' titles after beating Ntare School 
manuel Enoba's fifth minute try that 13 lead. Then in the last play of the half: 2-1 and Mt. 

St. Mary's College Namagunga 4-0 reo 
spectively to follow in the footsteps 
ofWampewo Ntake who also won the 
U-17boys' and girls' handball. 

In girls' hockey, most valuable play­
er (MVP) Jolly Alimo scored first then 
set up three for top SCO!'el' Janet Nakato 
against Namagunga 

Firsthalf 
Aaron Opio and YusufDunken scored 

for Kakungulu in the first halfbut Ntare 
efforts led byMVP Ian Baguma's second 
half goal were not enough as the Mbara­
ra-based side lost a third consecutive fi­
nal. 

St. Mary's School Kitende (Smask) beat 
St. Noa 49-32 in the girls' basketball5x.5 
final but they also walked away with a 
second trophy in the U-17 girls' netball. 

Meanwhile, the boys' basketball5x.5 
trophy went to Amus College after they 
beat StMichael High School Ssonde 33-
29. But St. Michael pulled one back in 
the D-17S boys' 3X3 basketball by beat­
ingSmask 11-6 . . 

Hosts Seroma High School marginally 
took the U-17 girls' basketball3X3 title 
by beating Kitende 1G-9. 

The U-17S also played volleyball where 
Bukedea Comprehensive School won 
the girls' title before losing the boys' 
one to Standard High School Zana 

Kibuli SS were another dominant side 
taking gold in both boys' and girls' ten­
nis and table tennis plus boys' gold in 
badminton. Mbogo High won the girls' 
badminton. 


