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global artners to support 
MriCa's industrialisation and 

increased because of organised 
production and value addition," 
he said. 

On regional security, MUSEVENI WELCOMES US ENVOY Museveni said Uganda has 
continued to play a frontline 

estimates, Africa's combined role in peacekeeping and 
nominal GOP stands at about stabilisation efforts in countries 
$3 tiillion while the US such as Somalia, South Sudan 
economy exceeds $30 trillion. • ~ and the DR Congo. 

ue addition efforts in ' order 
to expand the continent's 
economy and create more 
jobs for its rapidly growing 
population. 

The President made the 
remarks yesterday at State 
House, Entebbe while meeting 
Nicholas Checker, the US 
senior bureau official for 
African affairs, who paid a 
courtesy qYl . ilhead of official 
engagements .in Uganda. The 
delegation was accompanied 
by the US Ambassador to 
Uganda, William W. Popp. 

Checker came to represent the 
US President Donald Trump, 
at the swearing-in ceremony 
scheduled for today at Kololo 
Independence Grounds. 

The President had earlier on 
met with South Sudan President 
Salva Kiir Mayardit, whom they 
held high-level discussions on 
strengthening the brotherly ties 
and co-operation between the 
two countries. 

Musevenl (left) Interacting with Checker at State House, Entebbe, yesterday 

The President explained 
that exporting unprocessed 
products, such as coffee, 
crude oil and minerals denies 
Africa greater earnings and 
employment opportunities. 

"If you export coffee 
without processing it, you 
lose a lot of money. The same 
applies to oil and minerals. 
Value addition is the key to 
increasing Africa's purchasing 
power and prosperity," he 
said. 

"Africa's population is 
expected to reach nearly 
2.5 billion people in the 
next 30 years. We need 
bigger economies and more 
purchasing power for our 
people," he added. 

US ENVOY SPEAKS OUT 
Meanwhile, Checker conveyed 
greetings from Trump and 
commended Uganda for its 
contribution to regional peace 
and stability. 

"I want to thank Uganda for 
the important role it continues 
to play in peacekeeping efforts 
in the region, especially in 
South Sudan and the DR 
Congo," he said. 

He also welcomed ongoing 
co-operation between Uganda 
and the US in areas, such 
as health and economic 
development. 

Popp said the US looks 
forward to strengthening its 
long-standing relations with 
Uganda in trade, investment 
and regional security co­
operation. 

In the meeting with 
Checker, Museveni said 

"Our advice to the US 
. and the rest of the world is 
that Africa needs support in 
value addition. We should 
not continue exporting raw 
materials without processing 
them." 

Domestic ProdUCt (GDP) is 
still far below that of major 
economies such as the US,and 
China, despite the continent's 
huge population and natural 
resources. 

BETWlH THE UNES 
o Checker conveyed 
greetings from Trump 
and commended Uganda 
for Its contribution to 
regional peace. 

He said Uganda remains 
committed to private sector­
led growth and industrial 
expansion, noting that sectors 
such as dairy production have 
greatly improved over the 
years. 

ATTENDEES 
Africa's economy remains 
small compared to other 
global economies because the 
continent largely exports raw 
materials without processing 
them into finished products. He noted that Africa's Gross 

According to recent . 
International Monetary Fund 

"When the NRM came into 
government, Uganda. did not 
have enough milk. Today, 
milk production has greatly 

The meeting was also attended 
by Okello Oryem, the state 
minister for foreign affairs, 
Robie Kakonge, the Ugandan 
Ambassador to the US, among 
others. 
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Uganda's ambassy in Copenhagen, . 
Denmark, has highlighted growing 
tri\de and investment gains _in the 
N'ordic and Baltic regions, including 
~e penetration of Ugandan coffee 
brands intci Danish supermarkets, as 
President Yoweri Museverii begins 
his seventh term in office. 

Uganda deepens trade ties as local brands penetrate EU market 

The five Nordic countries are 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway 
and Sweden, while the three BaItic 
states are Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. 

In a congratulatory message 
fo'llowing Museveni's re-election, 
Uganda's Ambassador to Denmark, 
Margaret Otteskov, said Uganda's 
for~ign . missions are aligning 
their work with the Government's 
economic transformation agenda arid 
the tenfold growth strategy aimed at 
expanding the economy from $50b to 
$500b by 2040. 
'"Under Museveni's stewardship, 

Uganda has continued to make steady 
progress towards the realisation of 
Vision 2040, transforming Uganda 
into a modem, industrialised and 
middle-income economy," she noted. 

Otteskov said the embassy in 
Copenhagen has intensified efforts 
to' pOSition Uganda as a competitive 
trade and investment destination 
in the Nordic and Baltic markets 
through partnerships in agriculture, 
tourism, manufacturing, oil and gas, 

innovation and education. 
Among the major !ni.\estones, she 

said it successfully secured shelf 
space for two Ugandan coffee brands 
in Danish supermarkets as finished 
prpducts, boosting Uganda's export 
visibility and value-added products 
in Europe. 

The embassy noted that Uganda's 
manufacturing and industrialisation 
drive continues to strengthen value 
addition and export growth, with the 
mission marketing Uganda's products 
and investment opportunities across 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland, 
Iceland and the Baltic states. 

AGRICULTURE SECTOR 
In the agriculture sector, Otteskov 
said it co-ordinated partnerships with 
Danish agricultural companies that 
enabled more than 210 Ugandan 
students to undertake internships on 
Danish farms, equipping them with 
modem farming skills and exposure 
expected to strengthen Uganda's 
agricultural value chains. 

TOURISM 
On tourism, the embassy said 
Uganda's - "Pearl of Africa" brand 
c9ntinues to gain traction in the 
Nordic market through partnerships 
with destination marketing companies 

AIR SER~ICE PACT 
The mission cited the 
signing of bilateral air 
service agreements with 
Scandinavian countries 
and Latvia, saying the 
arrangements would give 
Uganda Airlines leverage 
to expand cargo and 
passenger connectivity 
between Uganda and 
Europe. 

and participation in 
tourism exhibitions 
and symposiums. 

OIL AND GAS SECTOR 
In the oil and gas 
sector, the embassy 
said discussions 
had commenced 
with Norway 
benchmarking 
Uganda's 
future 

• 

petroleum revenue management 
systems against the Norwegian 
Sovereign Wealth Fund model. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION 
The embassy further highlighted co­
operation in science, technology and 
innovation, including engagements 
between Swedish company Truxor 
and Kampala Capital City AuthOrity 
on sustainable waste management 

solutions. 
The mission also pointed to 
ongoing co-operation between 

Uganda and Baltic countries 
in digital ' governance 
reforms aimed at improving 
effiCiency, transparency and 
public service delivery. 
In education, the embassy 

said partnerships had been 
initiated between Ugandan 

institutions and Nordic technical 
and vocational training institutes 

to support skills 
development. 

Otteskov 
said the 
embassy 
has also 
use j 
diaspora 

activities, including the allI].ual 
Euro-Cranes football tournament, 
to mobilise Ugandans abroad for 
development programmes, consular 
services and talent promotion. 

According to the embassy, the 
initiative has helped 10 · young 
Ugandan footballers secure 
professional contracts with Danish 
clubs while also supporting dual 
citizenship registration, passport 
renewals and national identity card 
services for Ugandans living abroad. 

In December 2025, Uganda's 
under-17 stars James Bogere and 
Hamuza Ssengooba joined the 
Danish Superliga leaders, Aarhus 
Gymnastikforening. The duo 
graduated from El Cambio Soccer 
Academy in Masaka. 

The embassy said the initiatives 
reflect Uganda's broader foreign 
policy objective of using diplomacy 
to drive trade, investmerrt and socio­
economic transformation under 
Vision 2040. 

"These efforts reflect our continued 
commitment towards advancing 
Uganda's foreign policy objective~. 
We remain steadfast in implementing 
the mission's· strategic plan, which is 
aligned towards achieving the tenfold 
strategy in our area of aCcreditation," 
Otteskov said. 
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