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Lual inspires 
Oilers' cruise 
By Chrispus Baluku . . ......-................................................... . 
National Basketball 
League results 
Men 
Oilers 87 Canons 80 
Men 
Blazers 93 Dolphins 47 
Flames 76 T'hawks n 
Sommet 70 Saints 65 
Women 
Jaguars· 61 .Leopards 47 
T'hawks 62 Dolphins 45 
Canons 79 Rangers 27 

City Oilers needed tWo 
overtime periods to over­
come a determined UCU 

__ Canons side 87-80 in a 
National Basketball League 
game played on Friday 
night at YMCA Court in 
·Wandegeya 

Titus Lualled the Oilers 
with a dominant dou­
ble-double of 27 points and 
17 rebounds, while Joel 
Kayiira added 16 points 
and 13 rebounds. Fayed 
Bbaale scored··18 points 
and Mallial Dier contribut­
ed 16 points. 

"UCU started the game 
with very high intensity 
and made it difficult for us. 
We had to stay calm, trust 

, our system and fight until 
the end. In overtime, we 
showed our experience and 

. managed to finish strong," 
Lual said. 

Before tip-off, emotions 
briefly shifted away from 
the match when Monica 
Nassuna, Uganda's first 
internaJional female referee, 
was honoured in a touc1!ing 
~remony. Officials and 
referees cut cake for her 
return from injury. 

Nassuna has officiated 
_---- major FlBA events includ­

ing AfroBasket. Father Grimes National 
Schools Team Chess 
Girls 
Ntakke A 25 pts 
St. Andrew 21 
Mustard 19 
Mary Hill A 18 
Springfield 18 
Wanyange B . 18 
Caltec 17 
Martyrs SS 17 
Mengo 17 
Iganga SS A 16 

W
ampeewo Ntakke 
stJcondary School finally 
came of age, winning 
the secondary schools' 

girls' category during the 36th 
edition of the Father Grimes 
National Schools Team Chess 
Championships hosted by 
Ntare School from May 5-7. 

Wampeewo Ntakke collected 
25 points to finish as cham­
pions ahead of St. Andrew 
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and Mustard Seed SS Lukaya 
Kalungu, who finished second 
and third with 21 and 19 
points, respectively. 

Patience Angel Atella and 
Ryann Kyla Nakijjoba lead the 
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ADRA roots for sports values & rewards 
By Silvano Kibuuka 
... . . ......................... u .................. . ............................. . . .. .... . . . . 

Uganda by providing vocational skills and 
education . 

Adventist Developm~nt and Relief Agency While the main event took place in Kampala, 
(ADRA) country director, John Mwanza has simultaneous runs were held in the districts of 
reiterated the vital role of sports as a tool for Agago, Kitgum, Lamwo, Pader, Kaabong and 
physical fitness, mental wellness, and commu- Kotido . 
nity development. "Right now, we are raising awareness among 

Mwanza made the endorsement after over parents, teachers, and the wider community," 
than 500 runners participated in the inaugural Mwanza addect', citing UNICEF statistics which 
ADRA Run on Sunday. .show that one in four girls in Uganda becomes 

The event which featured skm and 10km pregnant between the ages of 14 and 19,.ofien 
routes through the Kira Division, started and before completing primary education. 
ended at the Metroplex Shopping Mall in Samuel Bamweyana, ADRA's Faith and 
Naalya. . ' , Community Development Manager, called 
. "We are happy that through sports and this - on the government for increased support for 
ruri themed 'Run to Save Her Future' many - NGOs. He noted that their work supplements 
lives can be rehabilitated," Mwanza observed. government efforts through the Office of the 

He explained that the Christian faith-based _ Prime Minister and partnerships with the 
organisation aims to raise sh200m to support Ministries of Education, Health, and Local 
the well-being of the girl child in Northern Government. 

out losing and losing only one 
game, respectively, as Juliet 
Arinaitwe picked 7 wins with 
one loss, while Talent Nuwa­
reeba and Reigner added 5.5 
and one point, respectively, to 
ensure their maiden victorv. 
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Kids athletics 
. . 

thrills Tororo 
~y..9.!!.'f.!~ .. ~.~~~.~.~ .................. . 
Uganda Athletics joined 
the rest of the athletics 
wdrld on Thursday to 
cerebrate the fifth edition 
of World Kids' Athletics 
Day in Tororo with the aim 
of promoting grassroots 
tal~nt development and 
enVironment conservation. 

The celebration attracted 
oVi!r 80,000 children 
fropt different districts 
actoss the country. The 
children engaged in 
ruiming, jumping, and 
thtowing events designed 
to mtroduce them to the 
fundamentals of athletics 
in ·a fun and inclusive 
enVironment. 

The event was celebrated 
under the theme 'Power of 

According to Calvin Ntum- Five: marking five years 
since the launch of the 

wa, the school's chess coach, global initiative in 2022. 
who has been with the side 'the children also 
for the past five years, the girls participated in tree-
have finished second since 
2023, before this year's overall plantipg activities as part 

. of efforts to promote 
VIctOry. environmental conservation 

He said they hid scouted and create awareness about . 
three players to beef up their conservation. 
team, but they were snatched 
by rival schools, leaving them Speaking during the 
with only Juliet Arinaitwe, celebrations, kids' athletics 
who played a vital role in their lecturer Innocent Asiimwe 
victory. highlighted the importance 

"Mary-Kevin Ndagire ended oLthe day in shaping the 
up at Seroma High School, future of track and field 
and Hannah Mariam Ayikoru events in Uganda. 
was snatched by Gombe, but "This day is important 
we remained with Juliet Ari- in the lives of the children 

b{lCause through kids' 
naitwe, who we signed from athletics, we introduce them 
Duggan SS in Kamwokya and to ·the basic fundamental 
who was one of the standouts 
with us," Ntumwa said. skills of running, jumping, 

"We told our students to and throwing. These skills 
have self-belief, work hard, are very important because 
keep their discipline, and take the abilities they learn ,,~ 
the coaches' advice, and I today will make them better 
think it is what helped us win athlet.es in years to come," 
thi he SaId. 

e.H-:c4.'U"I.;;UT.l." .... 6'J, ~.\':1. J.~:a. . ·h... • ~.:... 

• , 


