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EDITORIAL 
The Troubled Legacy of Uganda's 11th Parliament 
Amendment Bill captured this deterioration vividly. A The deeper instituti~na1 probltlIb ho~ever, lies_ 
parliamentary chamber designed for reasone? arguinent rlleJop.q indiyidua!.~dals,.lJga!J.i'fa's ~' ",' 
descended into physical confrontation. The images t.0~WS insip~ ceJl!;¢i~ poijfi~~l!}: " 
were embarrassing, yes, but they were also symbolic. where executive dominance remains structurally 

~
da'S Eleventh Parliament leaves They reflected a legislature increasingly shaped by powerful In such environments, legislative 

office with a contradiction that confrontation, political suspicion and institutional independence becomes difficult to sustain 
should trouble every citizen Who:. fragility. - • consistently. Fast-tracking government prioritieS 
still believes demi?cratic institutions ~ The·subseqJlent Suspension of opposition MPs raised is rewarded. Resistance often carries political 
matter. It was energetic, efficient . another difficult queStion: where is the line between consequences. 

and remarkably productiv~. It passed at least 166 maintaining J)Wliamentary order and suppressing dissent? That is why the Twelfth Parliament faces a defining 
bills in five years an~ held \ll?re tlym 450 sit:tings. Democraci~ ~ discipline, but they also require choice. 
Yet for all that legislative activity, the deeper ' . tolerance fol' disllgreement, particularly in institutions . It can continue fimctioning as a politically efficient 
question remains unresolved: did Parliament built precisely to'manage competing views. but increasingly mistrusted institution, or it can 
strengthen Uganda's democracy, or did it gradually Then came the Anti-Homosexuality Act, perhaps the begin rebuilding public confidenCe by strengthening 
weaken its own .indepc::ndence in the prOcess? _ most inte~o~ scrutinised law of the Parliament's committee oversight, protecting procedural fairness, 

That qu~~#n:e~,Parliamefu is :f"':;;;_ tenuie.: Jhe legis@i~'expoSed UgaNIa's widening , ': . respectingjudidal decisions and restoring:neaningful 
not sup~ inJlmctiO!l'~ ~jl.~~ '- ._~and ~political divide. Inteiiiationalcritic:isin ',public participation in lawmaking. \ 
belt for ~ent bustife!s.JIl coDstitutiorlal ' ." .' . was fierce. Domestically, however; the law received ~ . The next Speaker will matter eilormously. So will the 
democraciesr~e&slatut.eS ~ powei significant support from conservativeaiid religious ' willingness ofMPs, both ruling party and opposition, 
protect pubIi~iriterest an~1>rovige' a-stnictliredt ,'jPnstituenoes. }>artiament understood the political to remember that their constitutional loyalty is 
arena where natj6nal ~~eilis are,debated . .' tiicentives clearly,.For many MPs, supporting the bill was . ultiffiately owed not to political camps, but to citizens 
throUgh Iaviiather ~1orce]1roal,lctivity aloIl:c-is', _. not simply ideological; it was ~lectorally strategic. _ --., . .an~. the integrity of Parliament itself 
not democratiG'~ccess: The q~transparency < --But while Nrliament projected confidence on cultural Uganda does not need a weak Parliament. It needs a 
and ind~~nce of ~ procJPetivity matter just~, legislation, it struggled to defend its own credibility trusted one. 
as much. ~- '" "', :. agaillst corruption scandals and ~ons of self- Because when legislatures lose public legitimacy, 

Too often, the:meVentb Parliamepr.appeare<i-': jnterest. The.Shsl.7 billion servi~ award controversy -.. . democratic frustration rarely disappears. It simply 
trapped between ~and scrutiny. . "-. dainaged public trust precisely-because itunfolded dtiriilg- . moves elsewhere, into streets, resentment and 

Major IawS.,were routinely fast-tracked under , ,< t ~ period of economic hardship, undetfunded hospitals" ,', growing institutional cynicism. 
intense timeltnes, while critics repeatedly ~ ~~d struggling schools. To ordinary Ugandaiis, such ."-:~ " , And no democracy remains stable for long when its 
complained'about inadequate public particip:tion' payments reintor€OO the growJni ~rception that politi~. , ~ns stop believing their Parliament truly speaks 
and shrinking space for ~t~~ the l{Ql¥ _ ~ ~ope1'3lt~ a protected world . fOl;,them 
itself. The scenes surroJ.!Ilffiiig #NaBonal~ee ,. ~ '.' et#hed, from ptililic sacrifiGe . 
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Hello Yusut; 
Thank you very mud:! for the response. I was very. happy because 

I didn't expect one, and certainly, not one so complimentary. 
Thanks, also, for the linkto "SurrounQed", and some of your other 
work. 

As you point out, the term ''layers" is a better description of 
what ties your many-writings together. I very much like that you 
point out that empires/governments are brutal by default. This is 

defenCe of sovereignty: 
I t:hiI]Jc, however, that disposing of the moral lens brings 

a degree of clarity showing that defence of sovereignty 
is simply a euphemism for the survival of a government. 
In this cas; the only difference between the Uganda 
and Iran governments' 2020 ''pro-colonial'' and 2026 
"anti-colonial" slaughtering of protesters respectively, is 
which strategy better ensures long term regime survival. 
Imagining myself as a protester in eitlIer case leaves me 
without much sympathy for either strategy. 

And I suspect that the behaviour of non-imperialist 
governments is part of what drives many people to the 
catastrophic error of sympathizing/supporting what 
you called "neo-colonial human rights and democracy 
merchandisers," which gets us from the frying pan into 

, the fire. I agree that the Iranian government faces genuine 
external threats, as do governments in Uganda, Tanzania, 
and elsewhere. But the fact that so many ordinary 
citizens, not colonial agents or proxies, are willing to take 
huge risks in opposition to these governments, should 
itself give our rulers pause. Your article questioning whose 
children the NRM is protecting its gains for is wonderful 
on this front. Forwbose drildren are the rulers of Iran 
prttecting theirs? 

Thank you again for your response. 

Victor 
12May202£J 

important because it relates to your point about the ends which Dear Victor, 
justifY brutality. Your argument, which I can summarize (perhaps Thanks a lot for your message and the ever-careful 
reductively, and imprecisely) as "protection of sovereignty justifies reading. I must admit rm a little - maybe entirely -
brutality" is probably where you and I differ the most. $. biased when it comes to Iran. In fact, I must say it is 

Here, 1 must confess thilt I am reading "justifies" in moral terms, such a stretch discussing Uganda and Iran in the same 
loosely and very uncomfortably saying - because it is a slippery sentences. The only time this comparison would be 
slope to hell, that I'd support brutality if it leads to some end that warranted is only when we are taking lessons from Iran. 
is good for a nation's peopl~ and not for just whatever group Dear Victor, power has its own morality - and violence 
Happens to rule at some point in time. Because only a government is part of the moral anchor. In fact, it cannot be a state 
can protect a country's sovereignty by being brutal to its enemies without the power of violence . 

. i!II_ !!II~!II!!.-."""~"'_ _ foreign and domestic. I have become suspicious of the term, Without doubt, states have often abused this moral 
questioning (1) whether a government also becomes the arbiter anchor to selfish ends. This is why a state ought to have 
of what is and isn't severeign, (2) where a government derives its a philosophical-ideological anchor to regulate and guide 
sovCreignty (from itself - by the power ofits guns, or from some its use of violence. In the case of Iran, there is a religious 

Uganda, one could say, behfud the claims of Pan-Africanism 
and decolonisation, is the imperative of acctimulation by 
disposseSSion in service of foreign capital 

Of course, all states lie . Noam Chomsky has told 
us, "Governments usedto have a depaItmen! ~ed ~ 
propaganda before the word became unfushionable." 
Nowadays it is called "Ministry of Information" or 
''national media centre," and oftentimes, ''mainstream 
media" But all these are platforms oflies. When states 
unleash violence against own populations, the casual 
observer, scholar or journalist has the difficult task cutting 
through this maze of deception. This challenge 'is a 
definitive one. 

I should say Pm compelled to believe Irari propaganda 
than I could ever countenance the same idea about 
Ugandan propaganda This is not because I'~.Muslirn, nor 
because Iran is too far from my location to be able to cut 
through the propaganda But because Iranian propaganda 
can stand thorough historical scrutiny. ~ i 

How far we need to go? The 1953 British-American em$' 
that overthrew PM Mossadegh, or the Iraq-Iranian war 
that Americans opened fimded and facilitated including 
the use of chemical weapons. Have you heard about 
the Mqjahedin-e Khalq (MEK) rebels? How about the . 
assassinations of Iranian nuclear scientists? The bombing 
of Iranian civilian Airliner, Air 6ss in 1988! HOW about the 
inexplicable crippling sanctions, or more recently Ayatollah 
~d Ali Khamenei? Notice however, that all $ese colonial 
aggressions notwithstanding, Iran is globally ranked top 
in STEM sciences, woman empowerment, edus;ation, 
provision of public services and goods. ' 

I do not know what to show for Uganda under Yoweri 
Museveni - who is, incidentally, bosom buddi~ with the 
US, Israel and Western Europe. The point Prnmaldng is 
that Iran can actually back its anti::eolonial posture, and 
claims of protecting the interests of its people. pf course, 
there are many innocents, but one can agree that Iran !)as 
an active foreign aggressor. ~ 

Dear Victor, I hope this is not a too-lengthy response. But 
thanks a lot for reading, and we keep in touch. 

~com 
The autlwris apolitical t1zeor!st based at ~ 

or all of the people in the trrritoryit runs), and (3) ~owmuch .. . ' :E~~philQSOPpy (whichextendl! towa¢s the fatwa 
~, . brutalitv..esneci?illvtopartiOfitspopu1ation,isiustifiedintIret''i!l!l' ~arei;.~ento~nud~~.rer·"l ·{_ n ?l'>~'J" . 
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