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EL-SISI CONGRATULATED MUSEVENI ON HIS ELECTION VICTORY 

President Yoweri Museveni yesterday 
held bilateral talks with the President 
ofEgylf Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi, at State 
House, Entebbe. 

The two leaders agreed to deepen co­
()peration in trade, industrialisation, 
renewable energy, fish farming and 
sustainable management of the River 
Nile. 

President EI-Sisi, on an official 
visit, was accompanied by Egypt's 
minister of foreign affairs, emigratioR 
and Egyptian expatriates, Dr Badr 
Abdelatty and the minister of water 
resources and irrigation, Prof. Hani 
Sewilam. 

. The djsciIssionsalso focused on 
strengt!ieIi¥tg the long-standing 
relations between Uganda and Egypt, 
regional peace and security, economic 
transformation and water resource 
management. 

Museveni called for practical 
cooperation aimed at addressing 
poverty and accelerating socio­
economic transformation. 

The President highlighted 
environmental degradation, 
particularly the encroachment on 
wetlands, as one of the challenges 
affecting the, Nile Basin, saying many 
people invade wetlands in search of 
land for agriculture due to population 
pressure and lirniteq economic 
opportunities. . 

He proposed large-scale fish farming 
. projects as part of the solution, saying 
aquaculture would create jobs, 
protect wetlands and increase export 
earnings. 

"The biggest help I want from y~)U is 
fish farming. Fish is in high demand 
globally· and this project can help 
our people move out of subsistence 
agriculture while also protecting the 
wetlands," Museveni said. 

MUSEVENI, EGYPT'S El-SISI 
-AGREE ON STRONGER TIES 
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Musevenl (right) Interacting with EI-Slsl at State House, Entebbe, yesterday 

The President' further . noted that 
one of the major characteristics of 
underdevelopment in Africa is the 
over-dependence on agriculture, with 
a large percentage of .the population 
engaged in low-productivity farming. 

He said Uganda's strategy is 
to transition more people into 
manufacturing and services to 
reduce pressure on land and increase 
household incomeS. 

Museveni also emphasised 
the importaRce of electricity and 
renewable energy in driving 

industrialisation and economic 
growth. On regional and international 
affairs, Museveni expressed concern 
over the PlOlonged instability in Libya, 
the conflict in Palestine 'and tensions 
involving Iran, saying Africa should 

. continue advocating for dialogue and 
peaceful solutions to conflicts. 

~ 

The President reflected on the 
role played by Africap liberation 
movements under leaders such 
as Gamal Abdel Nasser, Kwame 
Nkrumah and Julius Nyerere · in 
supporting independence struggles 

across the continent through the 
Organisation of African Unity 
Liberation Committee. . 

El-Sisi congratulated Museveni 
upon his recent election victory 
and commended him for what he 
described as balanced and visionary 
leadership. 

"The world today is often driven 
by interests rather than justice and 
values, but Your Excellency continues 
to demonstrate wisdom and balance 
in leadership," he said. 

The Egyptian leader reaffirmed 

Egypt's commitment to supporting 
Uganda's development agenda, 
particularly in fish farming, renewable 
energy, industrialisation and value 
addition. 

He said Egypt would work with 
Uganda to establish modem fish 
farming projects and mobilise 
Egyptian investors to invest in 
Uganda's aquaculture sector. 
• He also pledged support in 
renewable energy development, 
saying Egyptian expertise and private 
investors would be encouraged to 
invest in Uganda's energy sector. 

On industrialisation, the Egyptian 
president urged African countries to 
focus on value addition instead of 
exporting raw materials . 

He cited sectors such as iron ore, 
copper, leather, meat processing 
and fruit processing as areas with 
enormous potential for industrial 
growth and export earnings. 

The two leaders discussed peace 
and security in Sudan, South Sudan, 
Somalia, eastern DR Congo and the 
Hom of Africa, reaffirming support 
for dialogue. 

In the Nile Basin, El-Sisi noted that 
Egypt faces severe water scarcity, with 
per capita water availability having 
dropped below 500 cubic metres 
annually. 

The communique further stated 
that Egypt reaffirmed its readiness 
to finance and mobilise funding 
for water-related infrastructure 
projects in Uganda through the Nile 
Development Fund. 

The two leaders also agreed to 
strengthen cooperation under 
regional and continental frameworks, 
including the Mrican Union, the 
African Continental Free Trade Area 
and COMESA, in line with the African 
Union's Agenda 2063 and the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. 
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Surgeons at Mbarara Regional 
Referral ~ Hospital have 
su&essfully carried out surgery 
t6 remove 50 sewing needles 
and other foreign objects from 
the stomach and intestines of a 
nine-year-old boy. 

Mbarara surgeons remove 50 needles from boy's stomach 

The Primary One pupil of 
St Luke Primary School in 
Kashenshero town council, 
Mitooma district, is currently 
recovering under specialised 
paediatric surgical care after 
undergoing two delicate 
surgeries. Doctors said the boy 
had endured persistent stomach 
pain for months and had been 
taken to several clinics without 
improvement before scans 
eventually revealed multiple 
metallic objects lodged inside 
his abdomen. 

He was referred to Mbarara 
Hospital from Ishaka Adventist 
Hospital after doctors there 
detected . foreign bodies 

-: . dUriDg iinliging examinations . 
. conducted 'at Gava Imaging 
Centre in Bushenyi. 

According to Eunice Birungi, 

the child's aunt and primary 
caretaker, she decided to seek 
further medical attention after 
his condition worsened. 

The surgery was conducted by 
a team of eight, led by paediatric 
surgeon Dr Eden Tilahun under 
the supervision of Dr Deus 
Twesigye, the acting hospital 
director and senior consultant 
general surgeon. 

Twesigye described the 
surgery as extraordinary and 
one that required a high level of 
precision. 

During the first surgery, which 
lasted about six hours, surgeons 
removed.43 sewing needles, 
some tied in bundles, along with 
pieces of textile material, thin 
strings and fragments of pens. 

"Most of the needles were 
rusted, . suggesting they had 
been present for some furie. The 
(act that there ~were multiple 
and some were wrapped made 
the case appear unusual and 

extraordinary," Dr Tilahun. 
The objects were discovered in 

different parts of the abdomen, 
including the large bowel, pelvic 
region and loops of the small 
intestine. 

Following the first surgery, 
doctors ·ordered another X-ray 
scan to confirm whether all 
the objects had been removed. 
However, the scan ' revealed 
another needle still lodged 
inside the abdomen, forCing 

The scan showing needles found In the stomach 

surgeons to conduct a second 
surgery during which two more 
needles stuck together were 
successfully removed. 

The child remains under close 
observation by the paediatric 

surgery team as doctors monitor 
his recovery. 

The hospital administration 
said several sections of the 
child's intestines had become 
inflamed. warning that the 

condition could have caused 
severe injury to vital abdominal 
organs if left untreated. 

The boy had reportedly been 
living with his stepmother, 
Juliet Tushabaomwe, after his 
father, Simon Twinomugisha, 
separated from his biological 
mother, Mellon Natuhwera, 
when he was still an infant 

Family members allege the 
child had endured . torture, 
overwork and inadequate 
feeding while under the 
stepmother's care. 

Meanwhile, the case has 
since taken a criminal tum 
after the child's stepmother, 
Juliet Tushabeomwe, was 
arraigned before the Grade 
One Magistrate's Court in 
Mitooma district on May 8, over 
allegations linked to the boy's 
condition. 

Tushabeomwe was charged .... 
with aggravated torture and 
attempted murder. 


