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The entry and growing interest 
of satellite internet .companies 
such as Starlink, OneWeb, 
and Amazon Kuiper into the 
Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa offers 
significant opportunities, 
including greater consumer 
choice, competitive pricing. 
and improved access to high­
speed internet. At the same 
time, regulators face the 
complex task of balancing 
these benefits against critical 
concerns such as national 
security, potential impacts 
on employment and the 
protection of local economies 
from disruption, writes Ali 
Twaha. 
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FUTURE OF INTERNET: 
TOWERS VSSATEll TES· 

nee tile WidisPutoolea er in mobile phones, 
_ Nokia held the global market at 

. tum of the century. In the late 1990s and 
ea'ijy ~ models such as the 3310 and3210 
became tus symbols across Uganda and 
the broader Common Market for Eastern and 

~1tbeJD$Ili'ca (COMESA) region as mobile telephony 
hlised. M1N launched in Uganda in 1998, 

verage expanded rapidly in urban areas. Nokia 
ones were prized for their durable build, long battery 

life, and resilience compared to rivals such as Ericsson, 
Motorola, and Siemens. At the time, phones were 
luxuries, often costing several months' wages. Owners 
flaunted them as fashion statements. Similar patterns 
emerged in Kenya after its 1999 liberalisation and 
across southern Africa, including Zambia, Zimbabwe 
and Malawi. 

Yet within a few years, Nokia was reduced 
• , • t . ~ 

to irrelevance by the rise of sleek touch screen 
smartphones from Apple and the Android ecosystem. 
Its leaders had dismissed the threat, clinging to feature 
phone dominance and incremental improvements. 
By 2013, the handset division was sold for a fraction 
of its former value. Technological disruption, 
observers noted, respects neither brand loyalty nor 
incumbency. A similar pattern is now unfolding in 
the regional telecouununications industry, where 
satellite internet technologies threaten to disrupt the 
market share of established local operators. Satellite 
operators are targeting COMESA countries mainly to 
serve rural, remote, and underserved communities 
where traditional fibre cables and mobile towers 
are unavailable, difficult to deploy, or prohibitively 
expensive. 
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HIDDEN 
EXPOIII' BIG .. 
EXPLAIIIED 
Business is a game of 
numbers. 
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ADDRESSING AIR 
CARGO DELAYS? 
What are the common 
causes of delays? 
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Assign every shilling 
before spending 
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