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Coach Okhuti: USSSA football 
title race remains wide open 
--------------------~.-------- . 

Open Chase. The USSSA 
Boys Football Championship 
has entered its knockout phase' 
with no clear favourite emerg­
ing, as traditional giants are 
increasingly being matched by 
rising schoolsc~cr.oss the nation 

BYGEORGEKATONGOLE 

D
efending champions Buddo's 2-0 win 
over Teso College Aloet in Lira did little 
to settle early-season expectations, in­
stead reinforcing a growing reality in the 

Uganda Secondary Schools Sports Association 
(USSSA) Boys Football Championship -- the ti­
tle race is more oPen than ever. 

With established powerhouses still assert­
ing themselves and emerging sides refusing to 
fade, the gap between favourites and challeng­
ers continues to shrink. 

Unbeaten Ssingo SS have emerged as early 
surprises, progressing into the knockout stage 
without defeat, while several traditional con­
tenders' have already been tested earlier than 
expected .. 

quirements. The game will continue to grow," 
he said. He noted that regional teams are now 
more competitive despite uneven develop­
ment structures. 

"West Nile, Busoga and Bunyoro are key 
scouting zones. Many teams are now match­
ing traditional schools. We have talent, but 
development still needs work," he added. 

Schools such as St Mary's Kitende,Amus Col­
lege, Jinja Progressive Academy and Buddo SS 
remain strong, but observers say the tourna­
ment is increasingly defined by fine margins 
rather than reputation. : MaJing~~outsare unforgiving 

• • • • j Buddo SS coach Richard Malinga, whose side 
Okhuti: Coachmg nuSlng standards : beat Mukono Kings 4-1, says knockout football 
Mvara SS coach Caesar Okhuti says improved ; leaves no room for error. 

coaching standards have driven the rising : "OUr target is to improve on last year, but in 
competitiveness. j knockouts every opponent fights,"he said. 

"There is so much improvement in how : He highlighted the rise of academy-linked 
teams play. Most coaches have in:J.proved. I : schools raising standards across the comJle­
thank FUFA for setting minimum coaching re- : tition, including Kyaddondo (KCCA), Mukono 

Kings (Police), JIPRA (BUL) and Kitende (Vi­
pers). "You are competing against structured 
systems that know exactly what they are do­
ing,"he noted. , 

Anyau: Fine marginsdecidinggames 
Veteran coach Frank Anyau says modem 

school football is now decided by tactical de­
tails rather than dominance. 

"Players are almost at the same level. The dif­
ference is organisation, and Amus does that 
well," he said. As the tournament moves in· 
to the quarterfinals, early results have already 
produced surprises and dominant displays. 

The 2026 edition is shaping up as one of the 
most unpredictable in recent years, where rep­
utation alone is no longer enough to guaran­
tee survival. 

Sharp Finish. 
Jimmy Wabwire 
delivered a 
sensational 
performance as 
Jipra defeated 
Kigumba 2'0 to 
book their place 
intheRound 
of32. PHOTO/ 
GEORGE 
KATONGOLE 

COACHES 
SHAPING 
TITLE RACE 
• Hakim 
Ssenkumba­
Kyaddondo SS 
• Hassan 
Zungu - St 
Mary's Kitende 
. Richard Ma­
linga - Buddo 
• Ronald Ssali 
- Bukedea 
• Caesar 
Okhuti - Mva­
raSS 
. EmuronRe-
coba - Kibuli 
. Michael 
Ssebaggala -
JIPRA 
. Shafiq Mud­
holo - Mukono 
Kings 
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Thunderbirds, Rapids face defining title showdown 
BY FRED MWAMBU 

Ma 31: U anda vs. Madagascar 

LADY CRANES XVS SQUAD 
Props: Evelyn Beth Asaba Awebwa, 
Janepher Nakale, Phoebe Nakalembe, 
Christine Kokoi, Doreen Mbabazi, 
Doreen Sjjali 
Hookers: YVonne N~uma, Phiona 
Nantongo, Fazira Namukwaya 

. Leona Acen, ProscQvia 
Mukyala, Hellen Acanit 
Rankers: Peace Nemira, Suzan 
Adong, Cabrine Kirabo 
Ei2bth Man:Angella Nanyonjo, 
Gorret Babirye 
Scrum/F1y Halves: Josephine 
Babirye Shaine, Juliet Nandawula, 
Bushira Namutebi, Justin Anguchia 
Centl"es:Christine Akello, Peace 
Lekuru, Grace Nabagala 

CoIision Course. 
Angella Nanyonjo 
(with ball) takes 
on Zambia's 
Martha Musonda 
during a fiercely 
contested inter­
national clash 
recently. PHOTO/ 
JOHN BATANUDDE 

• The national team is preparing for 
Kateesa '-""-""'-""""------------- • the Rugby Africa Women's Cup Perf or-
Full Back: Rachel Mufuwa, Mastula : mance Division scheduled for May 2 t-
................. """'><--_________ : 31 in Nairobi, Kenya, where Uganda 

: will face Kenya, South Africa and Mad-
KAMPALA. Three weeks after Black : agascar. Under coach MuhammadAthi­

Pearls withdrew from the Uganda i:- yo, the Lady Cranes have been train­
Women's Rugby PI'emiership,Avengers : iJ)g at Kyadondo and Kampala Rugby 
have also pulled out with only two • Grounds. 
rounds remaining in the season. . Avengers chairman Wakabi said the 

Avengers had been scheduled to host • club expected prior consultation before 
She Wolves in Entebbe this weekend : players were withdrawn from league 
but cited financial constraints and a : duty. 
depleted squad after eight key players '. "There was miscommunication and 
were summoned to the Lady Rugby , we only learnt from the players that 
Cranes camp. ' they had been told not to feature for the 

• clubs,"Wakabi said. "We were left deplet­
· edandcannotfieldateam.." 

Attention now shifts to Saturday's de­
cisive title clash between Thunderbirds 
and Nile Rapids at Kyadondo Rugby~ 
Grounds. 

Level on points 
Nile Rapids, the back-to-back Uganda 

Cup champions, are chasing a first-ever 
premiership crown after an impressive 
campaign that has seen them rise from 
fourth place to the top of the standings. 

Rapids and Thunderbirds are level on 
35 points, but the Jinja-based side leads 
on points difference, 170 to 148, mean­
ing a draw would be enough to secure 
the title. 

Rapids strengthened their title cre­
dentials with a commanding 69-0 win 
over Ewes last weekend, having earli­
er defeated Black Pearls in a statement 
performance. 

Coach Ronald Odakai admitted the 
national team call-ups had affected 
squad depth but remained confident 
ahead of the high-pressure encounter. 

"It has created a gap because these are 
experienced players, but we have learnt 
to adapt,"Odakai said. 

Rapids will miss Gorret Babirye,Jose­
phirie Babirye Shaine, Justin Anguchia 
and Unity Namulala, while Thunder­
birds are without six players, including 
Evelyn Beth Asaba Awebwa, Phoebe 

· Nakalembe and Yvonne Najjuma. 
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Olympic Push. Peruth Chemutai 
races during a recent steeplechase 
event as she prepares for her 
return to Diamond League compe­
tition in China following last year's 

. World Championships heartbreak. 
PHOTO/REUTERS 

Chemutai~ 
Cheropwant 
fast starts in 
Shanghai 

SHANGHAI.! KEQIAO LEG 
inAction Tomomow 
1.37pm: Charity Cherop 
(Women's 5000 Metres) 
2.23pm: Peruth Chemutai (Wo- _ 
men's 3000 Metres Steeple- , ..At 
chase) 
3pm: Keneth Kiprop ,~ ~ 

(Men's 3000 Metres) 

BY DARREN ALLAN KYEYUNE 

KAMPALA. Peruth Chemutai has 
endured some of fhe most painful 
medal misses in elite athletics in re­
cent years. 

On September 17,2025, she was des­
tined for the gold medal in the wom­
en's 3000 metres steeplechase final 
during the World Athletics Champi­
onships in Tokyo, Japan. 

Inside three laps .to go, Chemutai 
mistakenly tripped and hit the bar­
rier and never recovered, departing 
in pain with a tWisted ankle and out 
of the Tokyo National Stadium cov­
ered with an oxygen mask in an am­
bulance. 

Elusive accolade 
Even with her prowess over the wa­

ter-jump race, a world championship 
medal continues to elude the two­
time Olympic medallist Chemutai. 

Eight months after the horrible 
experience, similar to the one of 
2022 when she tripped over a barri­
er to lose first position and settle for 
bronze at the Birmingham Common­
wealth Games in England, Chemu­
tai is back. She is among the three 
Ugandans entered to compete at the 
season-opening Wanda Diamond 
League event in Shamong, China this 
weekend. 

The ShanghailKeqiao episode at the 
<:hina Textile City Sports Center will 
be Chemutai's first competitive race 
since the Tokyo debacle. 

"The goal is to see how the hurdle 
technique has improved after we 
sent her to the Netherlands for hur­
dles coaching because of the chal­
lenges we had in the past,"Chemutai's 
coach Denis.Okudach stated. 
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