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fur 8:00am on Friday, long 
gueues had already formed at 

ayor's Garden in Walukuba, 
stretching beyond the fence 
marked with crime scene tape. 

Mothers held restless 
children dose to their chests. 
Elderly Cinen· leaned on 
walking sticks, while young 
people shielded themselves 
from the morning sun with 
folded files containing old 
prescriptions and medical 
records - documents they 
had carried for years without 
finding lasting medical help. 

For one day, the usually 
quiet field on the outskirts of 
Jirija became a place of relief, 
anticipation and renewed 
hope. 

Hundreds of . residents 
turned up for a free medical 
camp organised to mark 
62 years of dfcu Bank in 
partriership with Rotary 
District 9213. The outreach 
offered eye screening, dental 
care, pregnancy check-ups, 
general health consllItations, 
diagnosis and treatment for 
various illnesses. 

Beyond the medicine and 
consultations, the camp 
exposed a deeper reality in 
many communities - the 
silent suffering of people who 
postpone treatment because 

. survival comes first. 
Among those in the queue 

COMMUNI 

Ahmed (centre) handlnq over medication. to 65-year-old Jal/a Baseka (second­
rlqht) durlnq the medical camp at Chairman's Gardens In Walukuba West, Jlnja city 
recentlv. From left are Kltakule, Kllza and Busoqa Klnqdom's minister Kyabazlnqa 
affairs Owek. Yudaya Bablrye (rlqht) 

was Jackson Aguma, who 
received treatment for an eye 
condition that had troubled 
him for more than five years. 

"I had started losing hope, n 
he admitted softly. 

Aguma said he had 
repeatedly failed to seek 
specialised treatment because 
private clinics demanded 
consultation fees and medicine 
costs he simply could not 
afford. 

For years, blurred vision 
affected his work and daily 
life. Reading became difficult, 
while bright sunlight irritated 
hi~ eyes. Yet, like many 
residents in Walukuba, he 
kept postponing treatment 

because rent, food and school 
fees always came first. 

A few metres away, Agnes 
Acili sat patiently after 
undergoing a health check­
up. The 39-year-old mother 
recalled visiting a govemment 
health facility months earlier, 
onj.y to be prescribed medicine 
that was unavailable at ,the 
hospital pharmacy. 

Tp buy the drugs from 
private pharmacies in town, 
she needed nearly sh50,OOO. 

"That money may sound 
small to some people, but 
for ine, it feeds my family for 
weeks,n Acili said. 

She explain¥d that in many 
homes around Walukuba, 

sickness is often weighed 
against hunger: 

"Like me, many mothers 
ask themselves whether to 
buy medicine or buy maize 
flour, sugar and salt for the 
children,n Acili shared. "Most 
times, food wins because 
children must eaC 

That painful reality was 
visible throughout the camp. 

Some elderly residents 
arrived carrying untreated 
conditions they had endured 
quietly for years. Mothers 
sought antenatal services 
they had missed because 
transport to health centres was 
expensive. Children lined up 
for d~ntal examinations; many 

BUS06A LEADERS SPEAK 
Repr:esenting the Busoga Kingdom leadership, second 
deputy prime minister OsaliID Ahmed said the sub­
region continues to grapple with deep social and 
economic challenges, which require collective action 
from government and private institutions. 

"We appreciate organisations that continue standing 
with our pe0ple," Ahmed said. "Such support directly 
improves livelihoods." 

Walukubaleaders also used the gathering to challenge 
residents and leaders alike on accountability and 
development. 

Speaking on behalf of the area leadership, Vincen 
Mukisa . .emGFare-h,m:t or while 

ainst corruption, arguing that 
would strengthen public 

services, including hea roads and education. 
"Corruption denies ordinary Ugandans decent 

services," Mukisa said. "It must be fought decjsl vely." 

for the first time in their lives. 
Volunteers moved swiftly 

between tents, directing 
patients, recording names 
and offering reassurance to 
nervous residents waiting for 
diagnosis. 

For many, the greatest gift 
was not simply medicine, 
but the feeling of being seen, 
heard and cared for. 

Speaking during the event 
held on May 14, Kate Kiiza from 
dfcu Bank said the institution 
believes healthcare is central 
to national development and 
economic progress. 

"A healthy population means 
productive communities and 
stronger businesses, H she said. 
"That is why we continue 
investing in initiatives that 
improve people's lives.n 

Kiza noted that throughout 
its 62 years, the bank has 
remained committed not only 
to financial services, but also 
to SUPPQrting communities 
socially. 

The Governor of Rotary 
District 9213; Martin Kitakule, 
said the partnership with 
dfcu Bank reflects a shared 
commitment to uplifting 
vulnerable communities. 

He highlighted ongoing 
collaboration with Busoga 
Kingdom in areas such 
as clean water access, 
education support, household 
income projects, girl child 
protection and environmental 
conservation. 

"These are the interventions 
that transform communities 
over time,n he said. 

KASESE 

BY-Andrew NySinguzi 
Rwenzori attackers await committal to High Court Forces (UPDP) detachments in 

Bundibugyo district. 
Another group allegedly raided 

Canon Apollo Core Primary Teachers' 
College and Nyakasura School in Fort 
Portal. 

~.~~.!~!!!~!t~~~~y.!.~~ ..................... . 
After the expiry of the six months 
mapdatory remand period for the 
102 accused November I, Rwenzori 
attackers, preparations are in final 
stages to commit the suspects to 
the High Court for trial on charges 
of terrorism, treason, murder and 
financing terrorism. 

The suspects were arrested six 
months ago from the districts of 
Kasese, Bunyangabu, Kabarole, 
Bundibugyo and Kagadi before being 
remanded to Maluku Government 
Prison in Mbale as investigations 
continued. 

Court, preSided over by George 
Mfutindinda, the Chief Magistrate of 
the Kasese Chief Magistrate's Court, 
on Friday adjourned the matter to June 
17, as the state finalises PLeparations 
to corngIjt--the 'accused to the High 
Court to ahS.wer to the charges. 

"I have taken consideration of your 
plea to ensure the resident state 
attorney expedites investigations 

~HAT RElATNES SAl 
Nzlwa Saslyo, 
Kasese munlclpal/ty 
We want court to expedite 
investigations and commit them 
to High Court. If found guilty, t~ey 
should be tried and innocent ones 
released. It is now six months on 
remand without trial. This is unfair 
because we know some issues 
stemmed from land wrangles. 

Gedl Kabuqho, Hlma 
Town Council 
Ito is unfortunate that my only 
sister, Biira Josephine, was 
picked from the g'arden over . 
land wrangles in the village. We 

into the matter so that the accused 
are committed to High Court for trial 
as the mandatory· remand period 
expires,n Mfutindinda ruled. 

"But 1 advise counsel Tinkasiimire 
to apply to court with an affidavit for 

were surprised to hear that she is 
among the Rwenzori attackers. We 
want the state to investigate this 
matter well so that the innocent 
one? are rele~sed. 

Beatrice Rukara, 
Nyahuka To~n Council 
My son, Nickson Baluke, was 
also taken under unclea'r 
circumstances .. Let investigations 
be conducted well so that the 
innocent ones are released. We 
have conflicts at village level, 
and some politicians used the 
Rwenzori attacks as an excuse to 
implicate . of our relatives. 

committal of o~enders to High Court 
for trial of those found guilty and 
release of innocent ones. n 

On Novem,ber I, last year, at 
around 5:00am, the armed militants 
allegedly used guns, catapults, 

Vanlsl BI/ra Jeqejeqe, 
Kasese munlclpal/ty 
My son, Nathan Muhindo, was ~ 
arrested from our home under 
unclear circumstance~ We ask 
court to prevail justice to innocent 
ones. 

Some are sick and need medical 
attention, and Mbale is very,< -
far. We cannot afford transport 
costs. . 

Nickson Muhlndo, 
Karuqutu Town 
Although we have been able to 

. access them via Zoom, we are 
seeking justice for our relatives .. ' 

pangas, machetes and spears to 
Simultaneously attack Rwenzori ' East 
Central Police Main Barracks in the 
heart of Kasese municipality, I\asese 
Central Police Barracks, Malindi and 
Kakuka Uganda People's Defence 

The attacks reportedly left civilians 
and security personnel dead, 
including RA 306897 Private Samuel 
Kwesiga, RA 307056 Private Erias 
Twongirwe and civilian Annitah 
Nayebare. 

The attackers are also accused of 
torching 26 grass-thatched houses, 
robbing a 12.5mm weapon and 
burning one AK47 rifle. 

Barnabas Tinkasiimire, an advocate 
representing the accused on behalf of 
Biira Josephine Vs Nyah~asa, told 
court that the mandatory remand • ., 
period of 180 days, equivalent to six 
months, had elapsed. 

He said he had filed an application 
seeking committal of those found 
guilty to the High Court while 
innocent suspects should be released. 

Relatives' of·the acrused e~ressed .. ~ 
concern "over ~ the lfmgthy ' re~anq 
period and called on court to exp'edife 
investigations so that justice can 
prevail. 


