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MOVI'l"S AMERICAN BREAKTHROUGH SIGNALS NEW ERA FOR UGANDAN PRODUCTS 

~~~:~~~~ MOVIT ENTERS USA MARKET 
onto the global stage 
after dispatching its first 
consignment of body 
lotions to the United States, 
marking ' a milestone many­
-industry players describe as 
a turning point for Uganda's 
manufacturing and export 
ambitions. 

The breakthrough was 
last -week celebrated at the 
compan.Y~_Plo4uctuurfaeility 
iif"'an event attended by 
officials from the Uganda Free 
Zones and Export Promotions 
AuthOrity, leaders from 
the Uganda Manufacturers 
Association, private sector 
players and members of the 
media. 

-GROWING CONFIDENCE 
For a cOmpany that started as 
a modest trading business in 
Kampala's crowded Kikubo 
commercial hub in 1987, _ the 
export shipment represents far 
more than another business 
transaction. It reflects the 
growing confider)ce among 
Ugandan manufaeturers that 
locally . made products can 
compete in some of the world's 
most demanding markets. . 

Speaking during the flag­
off ceremony, UFZEPA Chief 
Executive Officer, Hez Alinda, 
described Movit's lenny into 
the American marke! as a major 

Allnda (second-left) with the Movlt products team flagCJlng off their first consignment 
of body lotions to the United States at the company's production facility last week 

endorsement of Uganda's 
improving manufacturing 
standards and export capacity . . 

EMBRACING VALUE ADDITION 
According to Alinda, Movit 
becomes the 13th Ugandan 
company operating under 
the free z9nes framework 
to penetrate the highly 
competitive USA market out of 
more than 70 manufacturers 
currently registered within the 

- progr~e. 

He said Uganda is steadily to strengthen consumer 
moving away from dependence confidence and improve 
on exporting raw materials and credibility on the international 
increaSingly embracing value market.» 
addition as the country pushes For Uganda, where 
for industrial transformation. , policymakershavelongpushed 

"The global export market is industrialisation as a pathway 
worth more than $ 35 trillion to employment creation and 
dollars and Uganda must economic transformation, 
position itself to claim a share Movit's success offers a 
of it,» Alinda said. practical example of what 

"We are also introducing Uganda's value addition can 
traceable barcodes for products achieve in terms of creating 
manufactured in Uganda opportunities. 

The Executive Director 
of Movit Bruce Mpamizo 
said products derived from 
banana, avocado and various 

. herbal plants are increasingly 
being processed into beauty 
and health 

the 
company now manufactures 
perfumes, toothpaste and a 
growing range of personal 
care products, many of them 
made using more than 50% -
locally sourced raw materials. 

The company's expansion 
has also generated significant 
employment opportunities. 

Movit currently employs 
more than 600 workers 
directly, while an estimated 
2,000 others earn livelihoods 
through businesses linked to 
the company's supply chain, 
distribution and logistics 
network. 

Its products are now 
available in more than 13 
African countries, underlining 
the growing regional footprint 
of Ugandan manufacturing 
brands. 

Industry analyst Allan 
Senyondo believes Movit's 
successful entry into the US 
market could encourage more 
Ugandan companies to invest 
in value addition and export­
oriented manufacturing. 

MEETING 
GLOBAL 

STADARDS 
Movlt Executive Director 
Bruce MPamlzo said 
company's br.w.tthlrDlHlh 
Ihto the American 
market demonstrates 
that Movlt Is capable 
of 

Intense global compeU,; 
tlon. 

"This achievement Is a· 
testament that Uganda 
can produce goods which 
match International 
quality standards. It Is 
the result of years of 
research, Innovation and 
persistence In a fluid 
and highly competitive 
market," Mpamlzo :5cll'gj.~ ..... 

He reflected on the 
company's journey from 
a small enterprise In KI­
kubo to one of East Af­
rica's leading cosmetics 
manufacturers, saying 
local entrepreneurship 
can thrive when backed 
by resilience, Innovation 
and strategic Jnvest-
ment. . 

Over the years, Movlt 
has diversified beyond 
conventlonalbNuty 
products Into. broader 
portfolio that incorpo­
rates locally soul"Ced. 
naturallngred"nts.; 

100 Students,Seleded for 5th Cohort of the Equity Leaders Program FOREXRATES 
By Simon Okitela 

At least 100 outstanding. students 
of the 2025 Uganda Advanced 
Certificate of Education (UACE) have 
been offiCially enrolled for the 5th 
cohort of the Equity Leaders Program 
(ELP) bringing the total number of 
beneficiaries to 512. 

The -students now Jom 412 
previously admitted scholars, with 
81 from the inaugural cohort of 2022 
gradua~g in different diSciplines 
including Engineering, Statistics, Law 
among other fields from universities 
across the country. 

NURTURING FUTURE LEADERS 
Speaking during the COmmissiOning 
ceremony last weekend at Africa Bible 
University Lubowa, Gift Shoko, Equity 
Bank Uganda Managing Director 
emphasised the program's role in 
nurturing future leader~ ' who will 
contribute to national development. 

"Through the EquitY Leaders 
Program, we are not only supporting 
academic excellence -but. also 
nurturing leaders who --will drive 
innovation, integrity and sustainable 
growth for Uganda,» Shoko noted. 
Since its ·inception in Uganda in 

Equity Bank officials cut cake with students for the 5th cohort 

January 2022, the program has 
supported hundreds of bright 
Uga.n.qan ~tuden~, offering them 
pathWays. to higher education -·and 
profClisional growth. 

The graduation of the maiden 
coh¢rt marks a significant milestone, 
showcasing the program's success in 
proqucing graduates who are already 
mal5ing strides in their respective 
fielq.s. 
Dr Joanne Korir, Director 

Operations Equity Group Foundation, 
coriunended the program's continued 
success in Uganda, now in its 5th 

year. She emphasised that through 
ELP, Equity Bank Uganda is giving 
young minds valuable exposure to 
the corporate world and nurturing 
their potential to contribute to socio­
economic transformation of the 
country and beyond. , -

Catherine Psomgen, Director of 
Public Sector and Social Investment, 
highlighted the broad.,er impact of the 
program in identifying and nurturing 

- transformative leaders across Uganda. 
"This mentorship journey is 

intended to -shape students into 
transformative leaders. Scholars 

are supported throughout their 
journey, including global university 
applications and career development 
pathways,» Psomgen highlighted. 

Dr. Patrick MuiQda, Commissioner 
for Library, E-Learning, and 
Information Technology, who 
represented the Minister of Education 
and Sports, stated that by investing in 
young talent, Equity has reaffirmed its 
commitment to empowering the next 
generation and fostering innovation 
across diverse sectors. ' 

ABOUT lHE EQUITY LEADERS PROGRAM 
Equity Leaders Program, run under 
the Education and Leadership 
Development pillar of Equity 
Group Foundation, is committed 
to empowering academically gifted 
young scholars. 

As part of the program, scholars 
undergo a 3-6 months paid 
internship with Equity Bank, receiving 
a monthly stipend and gaining 
hands-on experience across various 
departments. 

Post-internship, mentorship and 
coaching continue throughout their 
university education to ensure a 
holistic development experience. 
Scholars will join universities in 

CURRENCY BUY SELL 

US DOLLAR 3,162 3,m 

EURO 4,319 4,391 

POUND 5,031 5,044 

(ooASH 29, 29 

TANZSH 1.43 1.46 

DHIRAM 1,026 1,030 

UWlD ZZ6 226 

JAPANESE YEN 18 35 

IWAIIDES FRAJIC Z 4 

DOWRSMAll 3,500 3,168 

COMPlLfD BY-MOSES IlGOI/GO 
RATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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Uganda and across the globe, willi 
some past ELP scholars securing fully 
funded scholarships to international 
institutions like Harvard University, 
New York University plus institutions 
in China, India and France. 
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