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Parliament. 
"1 am greatly indebted' to H.E @ 

KagutaMuseveni, and members of 
the 11th Parliament for giving me the 
opportunity to serve as Deputy Speaker 
and Speaker. I am equally indebte.sl to 
my family and friends for the solidarity 
and support they have extended to me 
over the last five years. 1 pledge my total 
support to the candidates who will be 
endorsed by the President and the 
Party, and Implore all colleague MPs of 
the 12th Parliament to do the same. 

"1 shall remain available to the 
service of my country as the party 
and the President may assign me. In 
the meantime, 1 pledge to continue 
cooperating with all ongoing 
investigations .as initiated by the 

• relevant organs of the State to get to the 
root of all the allegations raised," she 
posted. 

Abandoned 
The raids at the residences of Ms 

Among com~ amid growing signs of 
political distancing within sections of 
the ruling establishment. The Patriotic 
League of Uganda (PLU), a loose 
political pressure group associated 
with First Son·and anny chief Muhoozi 
Kainerugaba, reportedly withdrew its 
earlier support for Ms Among's bid to 
retain the speak~p. 

Reports of tense internal meetings 
. within the ruling NRM party have 

fuelled speculation that senior power 
brokers are reassessing Ms Among's 
political future amid concerns 

One ofMs Among's luxury cars is ~owed away from her Kigo home yesterday. 
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that corruption allegations could hardship,unemployment,andgrowing 
overshadow the legitimacy of the new frustrntions over public debt and poor 
Parliament. 'l... ' governance. 

Uganda's 12th Parliament is Ugandaconsistentlypeiformspoorly 
set to convene with mounting on global corruption perception 
public demands for accountability, rankings. 
transparency, and institutional Transparency International's 
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repeatedly identified public sector 
corruption as one of the country's 
major governance challenges. 

Critics, however, caution that anti­
corruption campaigns in Uganda have 
historically been accused of selective 
enforcement influenced by political 
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The entrance to the parliamentary chambers. PHOTO/FILE 

NMGjournalists resume 
covering Parliament 
BY KARIM MUYOBO 

KAMPALA. Nation Media 
Group-Uganda (NMG-U) journal­
ists yesterday returned to Parlia­
ment chambers after months ofbe­
ing blocked from accessing the prem­
ises under the leadership offormer 
Speaker Anita Annet Among, who is 
nowunqer investigation. 

Sect.uity officers, reportedly acting 
on orders linked to the former Speak­
ers office, had previously confiscated 
accreditation cards from some NMG 
members, effectively locking the me­
dia house out of Parliament. 

For the first time since August last 
year, the NMG team stepped back in­
to the chambers after months of ex­
clusion from the August House . . 

However, the return did not come 
through an official clearance from 
parliamentary authorities. 

Instead, it followed the personal 
intervention of Aringa South MP AI­
ioni Yorke Odria, who walked to Par­
liament's gate, picked up the strand­
ed NTV crew; and escorted. them into 
the parliamentary buildings after se­
curity officers once again temporari­
ly denied them entry. 

Mr Odria said the ongoing inves­
tigations should not st9P with Ms 
Among alone. 

"TIle alleged corruption and abuse 
within Parliament had become deep­
ly institutionalised and extended be­
yond the office of the Speaker," Mr 
Odriasaid. 

The moment unfolded quietly but 
carried deep political symbolism 
within Parliament, now overshad­
owed by corruption investigations in­
volving the former Speake: 

Inside the chambers, legislators 
watched as cameras returned to spac­
es where they had long been absent. 
Some MPs exchanged smiles while 
others whispered among themselves 
asjournalists resumed coverage from 
the press gallery. 

For close to a year,NMGjournalists 
remained outside Parliament's gates 
following the ban-imposed after the 
media house extensively covered al­
legations of corruption and contro­
versial expenditure within Parlia­
ment. The restrictions sparked crit­
icism from Oopposition politicians, 
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freedom advocates, who accused Par­
liament of undermining transpar­
ency and accountability by blocking 
journalists from accessing a public 
institution. 

Yesterday's developments came 
at a time when Parliament itselfre­
mains under intense scrutiny follow­
ing corruption allegations that have 
shaken the institution's leadership 
and widened political divisions with­
in the House_ 

What they say. 
The alleged cor­
ruption aqd abuse 

within Parli~ment had 
become dee~institutionalised . 
and extended beyond the office 
of the Speaker," Alion. Yorke 
Odrla, Arlnga South MP 

Mr Joel Ssenyonyi, the Nakawa 
West MP and former Leader of the 
Opposition in Parliament, accused 
the outgoing Speaker of alleged­
ly turning Parliament into a centre 
where public resources increasingly 
served private interests while ordi­
nary Ugandans struggled with eco­
nomic hardship outside Parliament's 
gates. 

"The corruption allegations sur­
rounding Among may only repre­
sent part of a much wider political 
contest within the ruling establish­
ment,"Mr Ssenyonyi said. 

The Opposition legislator argued 
that Ms Among's growing political 

,ambitions may have unsettled pow­
erful figures within government, trig­
gering what he described as quiet ef­
forts by the country's "trinity of pow­
er"to politically contain her before 
her influence expanded further. . 

Mr Ssenyonyi warned that the in­
vestigations risk becoming meaning­
less political theatre if accountability 
only focuses on one individual while 
other powerful officials linked to the 
same system remain untouched. 

As proceedings continued 
inside the chambers, NMG-Uganda 
journalists once again moved 
through Parliament corridors with 
cameras and microphones after 
months of covering events from 
outside the gates. 
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