
8 DAILY MONITOR I WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2026 

National News www.monitor.co.ug 

In a statement on May 
17, President Museveni 
announced the post­
ponement following 
consultations with 
religious leaders and 
national epidemic' re­
sponse authorities. 

BY SYLVIA NAMAGEMBE 

The Catholic Church and 
the Church of Uganda have 
both supported the gov­
ernment's . decision to post­

pone the June 3' Uganda Martyrs 
Day celebratiohs at Namugongo. 

'!he celebrations were postponed fol­
lowing an outbreak ofEbola in neigh­
bouring Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Many pilgrims travel from the Demo­
cratic Republic of Congo to attend the 

. annual event. 
In a statement on May 17, President 

Museveni announced the postpone­
ment following consultations with reli-­
gious leaders and national epidemic re­
sponse authorities. 

He said the move was. necessary to 
protect the lives and health of pilgrims 
and the general public . . 

Martyrs Day remains one of the most 
significant events on Uganda's Chris­
tian calendar, s6 the decision has dis­
rupted preparations for what annual­
ly attracts hundreds of thousands ofpil­
grinls to Namugongo Mattyrs Shrine 
and the Munyonyo Basilica 
In a May 18 statement signed by the. 

Chairperson of the Uganda Episcopal 
Conference,Rt Rev Joseph Anthony Zzi­
wa, the Catholic Church urged the faith­
ful to remain calm, prayerful, and unit­
ed. 

"The commemoration of the Uganda 
Martyrs remains a profound witness - .,. 

Church guides ·on Martyrs 
Day amid Ebola concerns 

President Museveni and First Lady Janet Museveni interact with clergy and government officials after the Martyrs' 
Day prayers at the Uganda Catholic Martyrs Shri.ne in Namugongo, in Wakiso District, on June 3, 2024. PHOTO! ABU­
BAKER LUBOWA 

of faith, courage, fidelity to ChPst. and 
steadfast commitment to Christian val­
ues. . 

Although the national gathering has 
been postponed, dioceses and parish­
es should proceed with local celebra­
tions under the guidance of their bish­
ops and in line with government direc­
tives,"the statementreads in part. 

Rt Rev Zziwa, who is also the Bishop 
of Kiyinda-Mityana Diocese, also called­
on the faithful to pray for the nation, 
health workers, and communities af­
fected by the circumstances that led to 
the postponement. 

He urged the faithful to strictly adhere 

WHY THE CANCELLATION 

The decision comes amid 
heightened regional concem 
over Ebola, with authorities mo­
nitoring outbreaks in parts of 
eastem ORe. According to the 
World Health Organisation, 
countries sharing borders with 
the DR Congo are at high risk 
for further spread due to mobili­
ty of people, trade and travel lin­
kages. 

to the Ministry of Health guidelines. 
"The witness of the Uganda Martyrs 

continues to inspire the Church and the 
nation, reminding us that true faith is 
lived daily through love, sacrifice, truth, 
and fidelity to God,"the Uganda Episco­
pal Conference said in the statement. 

The Provincial Secretary of the 
Church of Uganda, Rev Canon William 
Ongeng, said, "Following consultations 
with the Government of Uganda, the 
national epidemic response authori­
ties, and religious leaders, the decision 
to postpone this year's celebrations has 
been made in the interest of protecting 
the lives and health of pilgrims." 

The Church of Uganda said it would 
await further government guidance 
on alternative arrangements for com­
memorations to proceed in a saf~ man­
ner. 

Pilgrims and preparations aflected 
Martyrs Day typically attracts pil­

grims from across Uganda and beyond, 
many of whom travel long distances 
and begin preparations weeks in ad­
vance. 

Therefore, despite the coordinated 
backing from the two main Christian 
institutions, the postponement has left 
many pilgrims uncertain. 

That is especially those who had al­
ready began travel arrangements or in­
vested in accommodation and logistics 
for the annual pilgrimage. 

The postponement is also expected 
to affect vendors, transport operators, 
and small businesses that depend on 
the annual influx of visitors to the mar­
tyrs shrines. 

President Museveni urged those al­
ready trekking toward Namugongo to 
halt their journeys. 

Church leaders, however, urged be­
lievers not to panic,saying dioceses and 
parishes would guide on alternative ob­
servances at the local leveL 

Health officials have previously 
warned that large gatherings can in­
crease risks of transmission of diseas­
es,prompting calls for preventive meas-
ures. The government has announced "'. 1 
that the Martyrs'Day, observed on June 
3, annually,remains a public holiday. 

See related stories onpage 11 . 
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starlinkgets go. ahead to. pro.vide satellite internet applied brakes to the clearance of Star­
link equipment into the country ahead 
of the January 15 elections fearing 
the satellite internet might be hard to 

BY FREDERIC MUSISI 

/ 

• KAMPALA. The Uganda Communi­
catioil.s<::ommission (VeC) last Friday 
signed a memorandum of understand­
ing (MoU) and a five·year operational 
licence agreement with the American 
conglomerate, Starlink Services LLC, to 
begin operations in the country after 
nearly a year of regulatory discussions. 

Starlink Services LLC, which first 
launched in Africa in 2023 in Nigeria 
and has since expanded to 26 African 
countries, is authorised under the MoU 
to provide telecommunication infra­
structure, maintain an office with crit­
ical staff support and legal representa­
tion, and issued landing rights author­
isation to beam satellite signals within 
Uganda. 

The five-year provisional period will 
allow uce and its parent Ministry of 
ICT to understand Starlink's satellite 
broadband technology, while the com­
pany will study the Ugandan market, 
which cui-rently relies on a mix of most­
ly fibre-optic technology and broad­
band. 

StarLink will be offering satellite in­
ternet, a type of broadband, the first of 
its kind in Uganda and related services. 

By providing internet beamed from 
space to the signal receivers,it is expect­
ed that the companywill facilitate in· 

UCC Executive Director Nyombi Tembo shakes hands with a Starlink official 
after signing the contract. PHOTO/FI LE 

ternet access to the remotest pockets 
of the country amid weak broadband 
infrastructure and large rural popula­
tions. 

weather patterns such as heavy rains 
and clouds are the biggest interference 
to satellite internet. 

President Museveni witnessed the 
. signing of the legal documents be­
tween the UCC Executive Director,Mr 
Nyombi Thembo and the Starlink Mar­
ket Access Director for Africa, Mr Ryan : 

DIGITAL GROWTH 

According to the ICT ministry, 
Uganda's digital space has grown 
significantly, with mo~ than 27 
million internet subscriptions 
and internet access reaching an 
estimated 60 percent ofthe po-
pulation. . 

Goodnight, at State House,Entebbe. ; mains security,revenue assurance, and 
The President, in a statement issued : ensuring proper accountability within 

by State House said: "fiur interestre::. ~ the.telecommunications sector so w 

clearly know what is happening with jam during the polling day to contain 
telecom companies and who the cus- spread of information, including elec-
tomers are." tionresults. 

Mr Goodnight was quoted as saying: For Ambassador Popp, who ends his 
"We believe this partnership will.low- tour of duty later this month, seeing 
er internet costs and enable more peo- through the StarLink and the Boeing 
pIe to join the digital economy. We are deals are perhaps his biggest two com­
ready to comply with'Ugan(ia's laws mercial diplomacy scores for his gov­
and ~ork closely with the government ernment. 
and uce to ensure successful imple- . Despite the two deals and another on 
mentation." : Kampala accepting unwanted African 

Also, in attendance at the signing cer- • migrants, it is unlikely that the US Pres­
emony were the US Ambassador to ' ident Donald Trump administration 
Uganda William Popp, Uganda's Am- • will walk back on his 10 percent tariffs 
bassador to Washington DC, Robbie on all Ugandan exports that started in 
Kakonge, and the Ministry of ICT Per- April 2025. 
manent Secretary Aminah Zawedde. ' The reciprocal tariffs were aimed at 

Dr Zawedde was quoted as saying that : dealing with trade deficits with trading 
the signing of the MoU followed exten- : partners from around the world_ 
sive engagements between the govern- : The Trump administration argued 
ment and Starlink officials to ensure : that Uganda's trade practices had re­
compliance with Uganda's regulatory : sulted in a trade deficit of $26 million 
framework. : (Shs92.5b), figures that Kampala con- .. ~ 

"We are witnessing the signing of the : tested. 
provisional licence for Starlink after : According to the Office of the US 
agreeing on the terms and features of : Trade Representative (USTR), total ' 1 
the licence,"she said : goods trade with Uganda was $238.9 

DiscussionsbetweenStarlinkServices • million (Shs850b) in 2024. Goods ex­
ILC,asubsidiary ofSpaceXthat holds : ports to Uganda in 2024 were $106.3 
international satellite and telecommu- : million (Shs378b), down 12.3 percent 
nieations licences operating Starlink's : from $14.9 million (Shs53b) in 2023. 
global network oflow-Earth orbit sat- : On the other hand, goods imports 
ellites, and the Ugandan government : from Uganda in 2024 were $132.6m 
commenced in April 2025. : (Shs472b),UpI4.6percentfrom$16.9m 

Later. in.DecembeI; the gavernmenL : (Shs60b) in 2023. < 


