
Do not let the chance slip: Why 
two measles vaccine doses matter 
EDITOR: Imagine your child, full 
of energy, chasing friends in the 
yard or giggling at the market. 
Now picture that same child 
burning-with fever, covered in a 
rash, struggling to breathe. This 
is the reality of measles, a disease 
creeping back into Uganda and 
threatening our children. But there 
is hope: two simple, free doses of 
the Measles-Rubella (MR) vaccine 
can lock the door against this danger. 
Skipping the second dose is like leaving your back door wide 
open - do not take that risk. 

Measles spreads like wildfire, especially in crowded places 
such as schoolS or village markets. By June 2025, the Uganda 
National Expanded Programme on Immunisation (UNEPI) 
had confirmed measles outbreaks in 66 districts across the 
country, and by April 2026, 20 districts had already confirmed 
new outbreaks. Investigations into the outbreaks revealed that a 
significant number of affected children had either missed their 
second dose of the MR vaccine or had never been vaccinated 
at all. The first dose, given at nine months, begins building 
a shield around your child. But the second dose, given at 18 
moqths, makes that shield nearly unbreakable, protecting 99 
out of every 100 children, according to UNEPI. 

The writer is a Uqandan public health specialist. 
Read the full article at newvision.co.uq 
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. s is more like the second part 
. of last week's article, in which I 
sought to put on notice certain 
categories of individuals and 
institutions as to the trouble they 

faced in President Yoweri Museveni's new 
term of office if they kept on with their old, 
detrimental ways. The article was prophetic 
iI) that the freshly re-elected head of state 
declared that the new kisanja would be one 
of "no sleep, no corruption". 

But what is the deeper meaning of the 
President's new vow, and why does it 
matter? 

It matters because Ugandans have enjoyed 
enough sleep post-1986 to a point where 
it is becoming counterproductive. When 
the National Resistance Movement (NRM) 
initially said people could sleep' (kwebaka 
atuia), it was not to be taken literally as' 
a licence to go into a permanent-state of 
slumber in the face of emerging challenges. 

"No sleep" means not being passive and 
folding one's hands at a critical point in time 
- over four decades of sustained peace and 
security, increased enlightenment and the 
abundant potential to become a first-world 
economy - but where the world economy is 
threatening to tum on its head due to global 
instabilities. 

Sometimes Dne is correct to say poverty is 
a matter of choice. In a country reputed to 
have the most conducive climate, a vibrant 
young population, entrenched democracy, 
unity in diverSity and the most individually 
tailored economic empowerment 
programmes by any government in the 
world, why is the rate of poverty eradication 
so slow? The missing link is the absence of 
individual agency - the drive to succeed. 

In liberal capitalist settings, every 
individual has an equal opportunity to go 
from nothing to prosperity, given access 
to factors of production such as capital, 
land and labour. If we take the example of 
Parish Development Model(pDM), where 
every beneficiary receives shIm to invest in 
their venture, some beneficiaries are able 
to profitably invest that money while others 
are struggling to make their big break In 
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No sleep, no,corruption: President 
Museveni has a legacy to cement, 

the same economic setting, some are struggling to 
find Uloney for food or rent money, while others 
are able to put up Hollywood-style mansions and 
meet life's demands without engaging in illegality. 
How is that so? It is about being awake versus. 
slumbering in the midst of abundant opportunity. 

The principle of hard work, saving and wise 
investment is ever valid. If Uganda is to reap 
from its collective investment in wealth creation 
programmes, the individual citizen will have 
to take matters into their own hands, with the 
Government guaranteeing the overheads. The 
era of motivational speeches and political 
babysitting rriust corne to an end. There is no ' 
basis for assuming that Uganda is a welfare 
state where some people will be spoon-fed 
while others strain their backs to build the 
economy. Even if there were a universal 
assistance grant for all those who are not 
workiIj,g, it would not be sustainable in the 
future, given that ours is still a developing 
country. Even with the coming on board of oil, 
personal industry remains the basic driver of 
prosperity. 

Uganda's biggest tax burden rests 
a few shoulders, going by 
at the Uganda Revenue 
Authority. These 
records show that 
the majority of 

Ugandans are still outside the money economy. 
After four years of implementing PDM, with 
the financial literacy training that beneficiaries 
have undergone, in this term of "no sleep" we 
expect them to become the trainers of the next 
generation of PDM beneficiaries and children 
who know h~)W to generate income from a young 
age. 

"No sleep" also means that anybody deployed 
to serve in a role must attend to it with full 
presence of mind and dedication. The notion 
of some government workers treating their jobs 
as a favour to the nation is a thing of the past. 
They will be ejected and replaced by a new set of 
dedicated cadres willing to serve, even for less. 

by the Ministry of 
Service to conduct 

performance-based 
assessments of 
public servants, to 
determine whether 
or not they remain 
on the payroll, 
is one way in 
which unserious 
staff will be 
weeded out. Wilful 
incompetence and a 
poor attitude to work 
are treasonous. 
f was also asked to 

address something 
that is rarely pointed 

out: the habit of public 
building layers 

security and 
around 

the President and a few specially deployed 
officials whose security protocols are specific, 
why would an official require a platoon of 
guards and aides around them - at the office, 
at horne and everywhere? Who are they 
hiding from? This is a guise to sleep on the 
job and avoid interacting with the public they 
are elected or deployed to serve. The walls 
around them are structured to make access 
difficult, with the public and colleagues 
required to sign in various places and speak 
to various intermediaries before reaching 
these officials. Within this framework, this 
artificial barrier gives rise to another form of 
corruption, where people pay to meet these 
officials. -

Officials must open up to the people and 
guide them on government operations, 
services and opportunities, as well as the 
reality of why every citizen must actively work 
to change their situation. In the new term, 
for the first time, we are likely to see some 
MPs recalled by their voters, with support 
from within the system, for poor performance, 
and ministers fired or censured for the same 
offence. 

President Museveni is widely acknowledged 
as a magnanimous and patient leader who 
tolerates certain things and gives people the 
opportunity and chance to reform, but at the 
end of it all, he has a nation to serve and a 
legacy to cement. That is what "no sleep, no 
corruption" is going to be about. 

The author is the special presidential 
assistant - press and mobilisation / 
deputy press secretary, State House 

Email: faruk.kirunda@statehouse. 
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