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UGANDA BANNED THE EXPORTATION OF UNPROCESSED MINERALS 

Presiaent Y; weri Kaguta Museveni 
has ed government support 
to ~ Industrial Development 
Company (TIDe) following the 

olishment of an iron ore 
l"rocessing factory in Rwenanura, 
Ntungamo district. 

The commitment was made on 
Tuesday during a meeting held , at 
State Lodge, Nakasero, where the 
President met TIDC officials led by 
the managing director, Kong Dong 
Sheng. 

MUSEVENI TO SUPPORT NTUNGAMO 
IRON ORE PROCESSING PLANT 

The company has established what 
officials described as Uganda's first 
pig iron, .processing factory capable 
of produciilg"pig iron with a purity 
level of 93%, a development which 
marks a significant milestone in 
Uganda's efforts to process its mineral 
resources locally instead of exporting 
raw materials. 

Pig iron is the brittle, high-carbon 
crude metal produced by smelting 
iron ore. It serves as the foundational 
raw material for manufacturing steel 
qnd cast iron. It gets its unusual 
name from historical sand-casting 
methods, which resembled a mother 
pig nursing her piglets. 

During the meeting, Museveni 
reiterated the Government's policy 
on value addition, emphasising that 
Uganda is committed t6 ending the 
export of unprocessed minerals to 
·maximise employment opportunities, 
industrial growth and revenue 
generation within th.e country. 

~ "I will support you. Remember, we 
-banned the export of unprocessed 
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Musevenl (second-left) with officials from Terra Industrial Development Company, led by managing 
director Kong Dong Sheng (third-left) and Mukalazl (right). This was after a meeting at State Lodge, 
Nakasero In Kampala on Tuesday. (Scan picture using the Vision Digital Experience to watch video) 

factory's heavy industrial machinery. to ensure'the smooth transportation 
of machinery, raw materials and 
finished products. 

and investment expansion. 

MUSE'iNl lAUDS 
ItNESTMENT IN HEALTH 
President Voweri Museveni 
also welcomed the investors' 
involvement in Uganda's 
health manufacturing 
sector through Sino-Africa 
Medical Devices, a company 
associated with the same 
investment group, which js 
involved in the production of 
World Health Organisation 
pre-qualified long-lasting 
insecticide-treated mosquito 
nets, key in fighting malaria. 

The President pledged 
that the Government 
would consider allocating 
funds to begin procuring 
the mosquito nefs locally 
from the company, a move 
aimed at promoting local 
manufacturing while redUCing 
dependence on imported 
medical supplies. 

miner~," Museveni said. '. 
The investors need a stable and 

reliable electricity supply to power the 

They also appealed for the upgrading 
of a 4.2-km road connection between 
the Ntungamo-Mirama Hills road 
and the Kabale-Ntungamo highway. 
Particular attention was drawn to 
the Kategure Bridge, which they 
said requires urgent rehabilitation 

The President assured the investors 
that the Government, through the 
relevant ministries and agencies, 
would work on addressing the 
bottlenecks to support production 

The meeting was also attended by 
Amina Mukalazi, who heads the State 
House Local Content Unit, which is 
at the forefront of promoting local 
investment partnerships. 

Speaking later to New Vision, 
Mukalazi said the local communities 

will, among other things, get 
employment opportunities and the 
factory will promote skills transfer. 

ukwaqo 

Churclt~ Ieqders have"-rallied 
~ President Yoweri 
M "s directiv~ postponing 
the lune 3 Uganda Martyrs- Day 
~rations at I:'lamugongo 
fOllowing fears over the Ebola 
outbreak, even as preparations ' 
and pilgrimages had already 
started in different parts of the 
country. 

The Uganda Episcopal 
Conference on Monday urged 
Christians to remain calm, 
prayerful and united following 
the suspension of the annual 
Celebrations, which attract 
millions of pilgrims from 
Uganda and across the region. 

In a statement signed by 
the chairman of the Episcopal 
Conference and Bishop of 
Kiyinda-Mityana Diocese, 
Bishop Dr Joseph Anthony 
Zziwa. the Catholic Church said 
the decision should not weaken 
the faith of believers, noting 
that the witness of the Uganda 
Martyrs continues to inspire 

. Christians through sacrifice, 
courage and fidelity to God. 

"Although the national 
gathering at Namugongo has 
been postponed, dioceses 

Church leaders rally behind Museveni directive on Ebola 
and parishes are encouraged 
to celebrate the, day with the 
guidance of the diocesan bishop 
and the relevant government 
authorities," the statement reads 
in part. 

The bishops also called upon' 
Christians to continue praying 
for the nation, health workers 
and all people affected by the 
Ebola outbreak while strictly 
observing guidelines issued by 
the Government and the health 

. ministry. 
The Catholic Church further 

appealed to media organisations 
to support public awareness . 
campaigns aimed at preventing 
th~ spread of Ebola. 

Preparations for this year's 
celebratitJns had already 
reached advanced stages at 
both the Catholic and Anglican 
shrines in Namugongo. 

Pilgrims from several dioceses 
had already started walking 
to Namugongo while others 
were making final travel 
arrangements before the abrupt 
postponement 

Bishop Anthony Zzlwa 

This year, Kasese Diocese 
had been selected by the 
Uganda Episcopal Conference 
to animate the 2026 Uganda 
Martyrs Day celebrations at the 
Catholic shrine under the theme 
"Christ is alive in you and me." 

The annual celebrations are 
organised on a rotational basis 
among the four ecclesiastical 
provinces of the Catholic 
Church in Uganda. 

ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Meanwhile, the , Anglican 

the Rev. Canon Ongenq 

Church also endorsed the 
Government's directive and 
called upon ~hristians and 
orgamsmg committees to 
fully co-operate with health 
authorities. 

In a statement issued by 
the ,provincial . secretary of 
the Church of Uganda, Rev. 
Canon William Ongeng, the 
Church said the postponement 
followed consultations between 
government, health authorities 
and religious leaders in light 
of the Ebola outbreak linked to 

. THE DAY 
Uganda Martyrs Day 
commemorates the 45 
Christian converts who 
were killed between 
1885 and 1887 on 
the orders of Kabaka 
Mwanga of Buganda for 
refusing to renounce 
their faith. Of these, 22 
were Catholics while 23 
were Anglicans. 

The 22 Catholic 
martyrs were beatified 
by Pope Benedict XV 
in 1920 before being 
canonised by Pope Paul 
VI in 1964. 

neighbouring DR Congo. 
"Although the annual 

gathering remains one of the 
most significant events on the 
Christian calendar, the Church 
recognises the importance of 
prioritising public safety and 
preserving life," Ongeng said. 

Uganda Christian University 
had been selected to lead this 
year's Anglican Martyrs Day 
celebrations. 

Ongeng commended the 
university leadership, organising 
committees, volunteers and 
partners for the preparations 
and resources already invested 
in the event 

He added that the Church 
of Uganda would continue 
consulting government and 
health authorities on possible 
alternatives for commemorating 
Martyrs Day safely. 

Church spokesperson Adams 
Sadiik revealed that internal 
discussions were ongoing on 
possible options, including 
diocesan-level prayers and a . 
nationally televised service on 
June 3. 

The postponement comes 
amid heightened Ebola 
surveillance and emergency 
response measures across 
Uganda after authorities .. ~ 
confirmed Ebola virus cases in 
the country. 


