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Support package in­
cludes Shs86b from 
the US, Shs34.9bfrom 
EU, Shs 7.5b from Africa 
CDC, and Shs1.8b from 
WHO. 

Donors allocate Shs130 
billion for Ebola response 

BYTONNYABET 
& JOSEPH KASUMBA -A t least $34.5m (about ShS130b) 
. has separately been committed 

by different foreign governments 
and partners for the Ebola re­

sponse in DR Congo and pganda, this 
publication haS established. 

The multi-partner support pack­
age includes $2ilm (ShsS6b) from the 
United States government, Sm Euros 
(Shs34.9b) from European Union, $2m 
(Shs7.5b) from the Africa Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention (Africa 
CDC), and $500,000 (Shs1.Sb) from the 
World Health Organisation (WHO). 

. "Over the weekend, the Department 
[of State] mobilised an initial $23m in 
bilateral foreign assistance to imme­
diately bolster each country's own re­
sponse," the US embassy in Kampala 
stated on May 19. . 

cated that they have already deployed 
multidisciplinary experts, including 
spec;ialists in epidemiology, infection 
prevention and control, laboratory sys­
terns,risk communication, logistics .and 
emergency coordination, and "has in-

. ternally mobilised $2 million to sup­
port the continental response." 

"This outbreak is occurring in one of 
the most complex operational environ­
ments on the continent,marked by in­
security, population mobility, fragile 
health systems, and limited medical 
countermeasures for the Bundibugyo 
ebolavirus disease,"said Dr Jean Kaseya, 
director general of Africa CDC. 

"We cail upon our member states and 
international partners to stand togeth­
er with Africa CDC, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), Unicef and the 
affected countries to prevent further 
spread and protect our populations,"he 
added. 

The embassy said this funding is 
meant to support surveillance, labora­
tory capacity, risk communication, safe 
burials, entry and exit screening, and 

European Union ambassadors pose for a photo with Bunyoro Kitara Kingdom officials at Karuziika Royal Palace in 
Hoima City on Tuesday. PHOTO/JOSEPH KASUMBA ' 

Our reporters could not readily estab­
lish how much of the funding is being 
channelled directly to the Government 
of Uganda, but there is already an indi­
cation that some of the funding is being 
given through implementers like the 
Red Cross Society. 

clinical case management. . 
The US government said they were' 

supporting the response by funding 
up to 50 treatment clinics, and associat- . 
ed frontline costs being established in . 
Ebola-affected regions of the DRC and 
Uganda. 

"These rapidly deployed clinics will 
enable implementing partners to es­
tablish clinical care and containment 
perimt-rers around affected areas,"the 
embassy addecl 

Information from Uganda's Ministry 
of Health indicates that there were two ; 
imported cases of Ebola Bundibugyo 

GOVT DECENTRALISES 
EBOL4. TESTING . 

Leaders at the Uganda Virus Re­
search Institute (UVRI) have said 
the government is decentralising 
Ebola Virus Disease testing to Arua 
and Kasese to improve response to 
outb~aks. 

Dr Stephen Balinandi, a virologist 
and the manager of the reference 
laboratory Jor Viral Hemorrha-
gic FeVer at UVRI, told Daily Moni­
torthat the testing of Ebola virus in . 
West Nile started on Wednesday. 

Virus Disease in Kampala, with one 
of the patients currently undergoing 
treatment in the Ebola isolation and 
treatment unit in Kampala. 

According to the Ministry, both Ebo­
la cases are from DR Congo, and one 
of them died in Kibuli Muslim Hospi­
tal on May 14. Up to 127 health workers 
and other contacts of the patients have 
been quarantined over the deadly dis­
ease, according to the government. In­
formation from the WHO also shows 
that over 500 suspected cases,including 
131 deaths, have been reported in the 

"Uganda has been getting these 
outbreaks more frequently, the go­
vernDlent has expanded the testing 
facilities. Now there is a laboratory 
here at Uganda Virus Research Ins­
titute, there is another laboratory 
at Wandegeya (Kampala) under the 
Central Public Health Laborato­
ries," he said. 

Dr Balinandi said the focus is now 
on strengthening testing capacity 
outside the central region. "We are 
focusing on upcountryfacilities. As' 
of today (Wednesday), testing ca­
pacity is being activated in Arua to 

DR Congo. 
Ambassador1an Sadek, the Head of 

European Union Delegation to Uganda, 
said on Tuesday during a visit of the Eu­
ropean Delegation to Bunyoro SUb-re­
gion, that they have channelled their 
funding through the International Red 
Cross Society. 

This funding, according to the EU, 
will help address critical needs related 
to coordination, surveillance, infection 
prevention and control case manage­
ment, operational support, screening at 
borfler points and logistics. 

handle suspected Ebola samples 
within the region; he said. 

"So, samples will no longer be co­
ming to Kampala or Entebbe for 
testing. Another lab is being acti­
vated at Bwera Hospital in Kasese 
to cater for samples, especial-
ly from western Uganda and the 
western border to DR Congo," he 
added. He said this would greatly 
reduce turnaround time for test re­
sults, an essential factor in the di­
sease response. 

alt has always been difficult to 
bring samples to the centre (Kam-

"We are following carefully with some 
concern, but we are also supporting 
Ugandan response, and we have just 
donated about 8,000,000 euros to In­
ternational Red Cross Society to help 
on health aspects, surveillance, border 
crossing and so on,"Mr Sadek said 

He further explained that they also 
intend to g!ve out flexible funding of 1 
inillion euros that can be used immedi­
ately by the-Ugandan Red Cross Socie­
ty to coordinate their activities during 
this period ofEbola outbreak. 

The Africa Union's Africa CDC indi-

pal a and Entebbe) from upcountry 
patients. This is an effort to make 
sure that the turnaround time for 
results is shortened," he said. 

"When we started these activi­
ties many years ago, it would take 
weeks; it eventually reduced to a 
day or two. Right now, we are loo­
king at hours. Within six hours, the 
results should be out. We have cut 
off the transportation time from 
Kasese or Arua to Entebbe, w_hich 
could be 8 to 12 hours,"'he added. 

ProfPontiano Kaleebu, the UVRI 
di rector, said the response to 

Mr Alan Kasujja, the director of Ugan­
da Media Centre, said the government 
is in control. "President Museveni has 
been very clear that we are prioritis­
ing the lives of Ugandans, and we don't 
need anybody's help in orlier to save 
Ugandans. We will find themQney,"Mr 
Kasujja said. "We'll sort it out ourselves. 
Ifpeople are willing to come and sup­
port us, that is well and good. But in the 
meantime;we're not waiting for people 
to come to rescue us." 

Ebola outbreaks has improved over 
the years. He said interventions, in­
cluding a shorter turnaround time 
for results, have resulted infewer 
deaths and faster containment of 
the deadly disease. . 

·Uganda is ahead, we're-doing 
a lot, and I'm ver:v. hopeful the di­
sease will not spread. We:have to be 
cautious," he said. "Already at the 
borders, the government iswor­
king very closely to see that there's 
no importation ofthis [virus];'.he 
added. . 

By Tonny Abet 
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BYANTONIOKALYANGO Masaka farmers decry low-quality coffee seedlings 
MASAKA. Farmers in the Great­

er Masaka area have urged authori- production of planting materials. Ms Hasifah Nassanga of Kibinge 
ties to enhance scrutiny of coffee nurs- Mr Ronald Musoke, a prominent cof- Sub-county in Bukomansimbi, one of 
eries due to the increased supply of fee farmer in Lwankoni Sub-county in ' the top coffee-producing districts, re­
poor-quality seedlings on the market, Kyotera District, said he has in the last vealed that several nursery operators 
which are causing losses to farmers. three years experienced a surge in cof- lack mother gardens where they draw 

Following a recent boom in coffee pric- fee nurseries that are not meeting the coffee buds for developing seedlings, yet 
es, several people who were previously prerequisite requirements. it is one of the primary requirements 
engaged in other income generating ac- ' "Nurseries are sprouting everywhere, for licensing a coffee nursery venture. 
tivitiesrushedinto coffee growing,caus- and they are established by people "Youcanseethemdrawingbudsfrom 
ing an increment in demand for seed- without any technical knowledge," he every coffee -garden without consider-
lings. told Daily Monitoron Tuesday. ing the history and quality of the par-

Additionally, the extensive campaign Mr Musoke added: "I planted two acres ent plant. What matters to them is the 
by the government and other institu- of coffee only to realise later that I got quantity of seedlings, not the quali­
tions like the Buganda Kingdom that poor quality seedlings. It's.painful to ty," she said. She added that this prob­
encouraged investment in coffee farm- spend money on fake planting materi- lem has mostly affected inexperienced 
ing not (Jnly inspired coffee growers, but als,look after them, and then realise two farmers who lack the capacity to study 
a1§Q..iI1Y~eIlLin..1hj! EID~cotI~ 12112- _ .Y@'S~et..Wh§lJll~ ~l>eaJjpgJ~r-__ s.e.e~ b.ef~~ buying..and w1wllur­
duction and value chain, including the ries, that it's not the varietyyou desired". chase from every nursery without con-

' -

sidering the standards set by the regu- ever intends to establish a nursery bed 
lating bodies. In 2024, the Uganda Cof- must have a mother garden established 
fee Development Authority (UCDA), with coffee varieties from the National 
which has since been placed under Coffee Research Institute (NaCORl) at 
the Ministry of Agriculture as a depart- Kituza in Mukono District, but it lacks 
ment, launched a crackdown on coffee the capacity' to meet the growing de- .. ~ 
nurseries that were below the required mand countrywide because of under­
standards, but the Greater Masaka Cof- funding,"he said. 
fee Nursery Operators' Association lead- Maj Gen David Kyomukama, the per­
ership contested the move and instead manent secretary of the ministry, said 
advocated for intensified sensiti,sation they have a robust licensing system for 
of operators by UCDA at the time. coffee nursery operators. However, he 

Mr Fred Busuulwa, the chairperson of added that some errant individuals dis­
the association, called for improved reg- regard the set guidelines. 
ulation. He urged farmers to report people 

"Indeed, we are facing a regulatory cri- they suspect of operating coffee nursery 
.sis as.a..country,nQt only in th.e c.offee· ... bedsillegally..w. the minist.rytbrOll 
sector. According to regulations, who- agricultural officers in their areas. 


