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Lalogi Health Centre IV 
_ is the main community 

,,~ ', health centre for Omoro 
District. The facility pro­
vides health services to 
over1,OOO people month­
ly. It also serves residents 
of the neighbouring 
district ofOyam. 

BY DANIEL OJARA 

T
he breakdown of an ultrasound 
scanner maclllne at Lalogi Health 
Centre IV in Omoro District in 
March 10:25 has brought medical 

services to a standstill . 
.. \ Averagely, 500 people require scanning 

- services at the fucility every month. 
The scanner was donated by Good Part­

ners, a Korean organisation, but became 
non-functional after developingmechan­
ical problems. 

This breakdown reportedly resulted 
from a fire outbreak in the unit where the 
maclllne was installed, causing signifi­
cant damage to it 

"That maclllne was donated in 2018, 
and the breakdown has had critical im­
plications. We have to refer patients to 
other fucilities in Gulu becausewe cannot 

_ handle them from here. Its repair alone 
- 'needs about Shs10 million," explained a 
. mewcal worker at the fucility who pre­

ferred anonymity. 
LalogiHealth Centre IV is the main com­

munity health centre for· Omoro. The fu­
cility provides health services to over 
1,000 residents of Omoro District and 
those from the neighbouring district of 
Oyammonthly. 

The Daily Monitor has established that 
medical workers at the fucility now refer 
patients to'Gulu Regional Referral Hos­
pital in Gulu City or dig deeper into their 
pockets to secure the servic~ from pri-
vate fucilities. j 

. -, . - Ms Scovia Atim, a patienfs caretaker at 
., - the fucility,said, "My husband sustained 

injuries from an accident, and I was asked 
to travel to Gulu for a scan that took me 
more than one day because the resources 
were not sufficient" 

"When I brought him in January this 
year, we were told. that the maclllne is 

Breakdown of scanner 
hinders health services 

non-functional. From the private clinic, 
we spent Shs25,OOO to secure the scan, yet 
at Lalogi Health Centre rv, the service is 
free. On that very c:l<l'b we spent Shs70,OOO 
on the scan and buying medicine; Atim 

added. 
Mr Walter Ongu,a resident of Acet Town 

Council in Omoro,said the breakdown of 
the scanning machine has caused a bur­
den to poorpeoplewhocannot afford the 

A medical officer 
displays the 
damaged ultra­
sound scanner 
at Lalogi Health 
CentrelVin 
Omoro District 
on Tuesday. 
PHOTO! JAMES 
OWICH 

money to pay private clinics for the ser­
vices. 

"Lalogi Health Centre IV is nearer to us; 
we don't have the resoorces to travel to 
Gulu City for such services. Lalogi Health 

IHE DELAY EXPLAINE . 

The health department lJ,as sent 
the information to the Ministry 
of Health regarding the repair of 
the machine. However, the delay 
in repairs is because there are 
no specialists who can fix it lo­
cally in the region. 

Centre IV has all the health equipment, 
making it attractive to other people in dif­
ferent districts,"Mr Ongu said. 

Dr Stephen Oringtho, the Omoro Dis­
trict Health Officer; said the fucility con­
tinues to provide other medical services 
despite the breakdown pending its repaiJ.: 

"The health department has sent the 
information to the Ministry of Health re­
garding the repair of the maclllne. The 
ministry has confirmed that they will 
send a technician to come and make re­
pairs on the machine soon,"he said. 

Dr Oringtho said the services at the out­
patients and maternity departments, as 
well as laboratory services have no chal­
lenges. 

"The fucility is operating actively, giving 
health services to the population in Omo­
ro and Oyam districts." 

"The delay is because there are no spe­
cialists who can fix it locally in the re­
gion here. We can only wait for the ex­
perts, who are yet to be dispatched by the 
Healthministry,"Dr Oringtho explained. 

"The health department has allocated 
Shs7 million to conduct repairs on the 
machine. Any time within this month, we 
are expecting the technician to arrive to 
repairit,"he added. 

Lalogi Health Centre IV was established 
in 2004 when Omorowas underGuluDis­
trict, at the level ofa health centre m. 

The facility was established by a 
non-governmental organisation called 
Medecins Sans Fr01;ttieres through the 
GlobalFlmd 
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Sebei MPs renew demand for cattle pay, resettlement plans 
BYFREDWAMBEDE 
& TONNYMUSANI 

bours are on the restocking plan by the gov- monitor the use of money sent to the district Background 
ernment, while we are nowhere. We are going She said the-MPs have been blamed for bad In July 2021 and January 2022, Members 
to unite and fight for our right to compensa- roads, yet it is theworlwfthe district local gov- of Parliament from Sebei petitioned Prime 

KAPCHORWA. Members of Parliament tion,"he said ernment leadership to use the road funds Minister Robinah Nabbanja regarding com-
(MPs) from Kapchorwa District in Sebei "We also have an unresolved well pensation for cattle lost during past insur-
SUb-region have renewed calls to the govern- • land boundary crisis with "I ask the new district chairper- gencies and cattle rustling. 
ment to compensate the fumilies that lost an- Bugisu. We need to live in son and mayor to always infonn In response, she directed officials to cap-
imaJs to cattle rustling and insurgencies since peace to make wealth. We us early to attend council meet- ture the concerns of the Sebei SUb-region so, 
the 19608. have agreed as leaders to ings. OUr roads have been very they coufd be conclusively addressed. 

The leaders are also demanding a reset- put our differences aside bad, but we encourage our While the government has actively iro-
tlement programme for people in land- and focus our energy on people to trust this new lead- plemented and funded phases of the live-
slide-prone areas and demarcation of the ensuringthegovernment ership.lt's'Kisanja No Sleep'as stock compensation programme in the Te-
boundary between Bugisu and Sebei resolves our problems," the President saict;'Ms Chemu- so,Acholi and Lango SUb-regions, Sebei was 

Landslides hit the Sebei SUb-region last year; Mr Solimo added. tai said designated to be rolled into the programme 
leaving more than 20 people dead and more He made the rem.aItsdur- KaPchorwa Municipality is a at a later date. The delayed roll-out has 

:... - than 200 fumilies homeless. ing a thanksgiving ceremo- l>eneficiary of the Uganda SUp- caused frustration among local leaders and 
The residents continue to live in fear on the ny with the electorate in Kap- port to Municipal Infrastructure De- constituents. 

hazardous slopes of the hills. chorwa after hewas sworn into the velopment (USMID),a World Bank-fund- Last month, while launching the second 
The Kapchorwa Municipality MP,Mr Patrick 12th Parliamentlast week. ed programme aimed at enhancing the insti- phase of the Mt Elgon landslide resettle-

Kitiyo Solimo, who was elected on an Inde- Mr Solimo and the other MPs also pledged to tutional performance of local governments ment programme in Girik Village, Soi Coun-' 
pendent. tiCket, promised the electorate that WOlX with the new LC5 chairperson and the to improve urban service delivery and infra- ty,Kween District, Nabbanja said the govern-
the leaders would set aside their political dif- mayOrto stop the alleged mismanagement of structure. ment would soon handle the livestock com-
ferences and push the government to listen to . the Road Fund i' Howeve:r;last financial yeru;municipality of- pensation programme for Sebei. 
their demands. i The Kapchorwa District Woman MP, Ms . ficials were arrested for reportedly swindling . However; there were no specific dates ear-
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