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Ssesazi on song 
.~y'.~~~.~.I.!~ Mutebi 

Uganda Tour to Mumbai 
Uganda 299/9 MCA 
266/10 
(Uganda win by 33 runs) 

. Uganda 221 MCA -166/10 . 
(Uganda win by 55 runs) 

Simon Ssesazi needed a 
big hit. The sort that would 
remind us his class is per­
manent, even if his form has 
been iffy in recent years. 

Ssesazi was in irrepress­
ible mood yesterday as 
Uganda XI secured a 33-
run victory over MCA Colts 
XI, smashing a career-best 
124 runs as the Cricket 
Cranes made it two wins ip. 
two in their tour to Mumbai. 

Ssesazi is a joy to watch 
when in full flow, but.a poor 
run of form in recent sea­
sons has made the spectacle 
extremely rare. 

Yesterday, Uganda coach 
Steve Tikolo and his team­
mates were treated to the 
latest Ssesazi masterclass, 
the beauty of which lies far 
beyond this tour. For the 
Cricket Cranes, an in-form 
Ssesazi means a huge 
chapce for victory against 
any opponent. 

Ssesazi makes life so much 
easier when he carries the 
load from the front, like he 
did against Colts. 

Ssesazi laid the foundation 
for Uganda's win but there 
were contributions from 
others, like Dinesh Nakrani, 
who scored a half ton as 
captain Fred Achelam's side 
raced to 299/9 in 50 overs. 

That was signific.ant, 
wasn't it? A huge total ac- . 
crued from Uganda batting 
out its full quota of overs. 

.~y. .~.~~~.~~! .. ~.~~.~~9.~ ............... . 
Uganda's youngster Jacinta 
Mbabazi maintained her lead 
in the Africa Youth Chess 
Championship U-8 category 
with a flawless display that 
has seen h~r win all her seven 
games as the event enters the 
penultimate stage. 

Mbabazi, who entered the 
event ranked 30th, is rur­
rently on top of the category, 
having won all her games 
against Ugandan Aretha 
Karabo Kembabazi, Kenyans 
Zoey Njeri Ngugi, Kanda 
Luana Kalya, and Aaliyah 
Jasmine McKenzie, as well as 
winS against South Africans 
Coetzee Niki and Gabrieta 
Amrieta, and against Egyptian 
Kamel Romaisaa. 

Mbabazi (7pts) is one point 
ahead of McKenzie, Madagas­
can Rajaobeijna Amboarant­
soa and South African Mlaba 
Khethelo, who are all on six 
points. The best Ugandan 
in the open category under 
this age bracket was Matayo 
Barigye (5pts), who trails the 
leader, Egyptian Mahmoud 
Sameir Zeineldin, who was on 
6.5 points after seven rounds. 
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Chemut~ Shanghai feat heralds a bright season 
.~y..f.~.~!~. Klai ................................................... This sets up the women's 3000m stee-

plechase nicely when Winfred Yavi enters 
Kiplimo's retirement from track events, 

, only Halimah Nakaayf was able to . 
compete regularly. on the circuit last year 
a:!ongside the long-distance stars, but her 
results have been less than ideal. 

Peruth Chemutai could be gearing up for the fray. Three of the four fastest women 
a record-breaking season on the track in the discipline could line up in a few 
after her blistering season-opening win at races and, if all goes according to plan 
the Shanghai Wanda Diamond League on unlike in the World Championships final, 
Saturday. they will have a chance to make history. 

Clocking 8:51.47 in the first race of the Yavi is the second-fastest woman over 
season is a clear sign that her body is the distance with a time of 8:44.39, . 
capable of even more, and the next few Chemutai has a personal best of 8:48.03, 
months could prove just how well she while the young Faith Cherotich has run 
has prepared. 8:48.71. In essence, if conditions allow, 

As the only Ugandan woman to win an 
Olympic gold medal, there has been ' 
mense pressure on Chemutai's shoulders 
to maintain the country's high-perfor­
mance stand'ards and winning streaks, 
especially as Nakaayi has lost some of her 
sharpness. 

. The fact that she had not raced since this could be an unforgettable season for 
September last year is an added advan- ' . ' the steeplechas~. \ 
tage, as it means she has had ample time ' The U~~dan also h~ the adde~ 
to prepare for the season and improve . respqnslbility of steppmg up a~ a ~~ '-.-, 
her times. . when Ugandan track athletics IS still ill a 

The 800m specialist has tried to hold 
the fort, but her recent form may not 
allow her to secUre enough races, which 

. leaves Chemutai as Uganda's biggest 
hope on the track. 

Last year was 'extremely difficult to 
watch for Ugandan track fans because 

Being an active participant on the transitional stage. . 
Diamond League circuit is clearly the . Based p~rely on ~ent form, Chemuta! 
way forward, and her effort in Shanghai IS Uga:"da s most reliable track a~ete 
proved significant. After the-win, Chemu- and will probablr be the country ~ o~y 
tai pocketed sh37.6m, moved to the top re~ar on the Diamond League CIrCllit 
of the series standings and also set a new . this seas?n. . _ 
meeting record. Followmg Joshua Cheptegel and Jacob 

it became clear that things had drasti­
cally changed, but ,as long as Chemutai 
continues producing performances of this 
calibre, there is still plenty of reason for 
optimism. 

In the girls' U-12, Ugandan 
Melisa Edinansi was involved 
in a four-way tie at the ~op 
with Kenyan Naomi Wam­
wenje, South African Madal­
isto Ramonyaluoe, Egyptian 
Said Tawfeik Fatma and 
Zambian 

Janelle Mumba Mutale, all 

on 6 points each. Egyptian 
Ahmed Ezaat Harnza leads 
the open category with 7 
points ahead of Botswana's 
Keoletile Ngwao and Kenyan 
Jeremy Aden Duke on 6.5 
and 6 points respectively. 

. Uganda's Arena Candidate 
Master (ACM) Hathi Yug has 

5.5 points, half a point below 
five opponents, all at 6 points 
each. 

Talia Atubet, on six points, 
was the best-placed player in 
joint second place, tied with 
Egyptian Ahmed Mohamed 
Ghidaa. Kenyan Woman Can­
didate Master (WCM) Winnie 
Kaburo led with 6.5 points 
in the U-12 cluster with 104 
players. In the open, Ugandan 
Ronald Wabwire was jointly 
leading with Kenyan Nathan­
iel Manyeki with 6.5 points 
each, while Faraja Mumo Mull 
was third on 6 points. 

Titled players Egyptian 
WPM Ahmed Mohamed 
Zakaa and Madagascan WCM 
Aina Mahasambatra were in 
the lead on 7 and 6 points 
respectively, while Kenyan 
Avyana Pandya and South 
African Sophia Gina Hagen 
were also on six points each. 

Cubs keep 
WCdreams 
.~y. .~~.~!~.~~.~.~~J.~_~~ ........... . 
U 17 Africa Cup of 
Nations Championship 
Ivory Coast 2 Uganda 2 
Cameroon 1 DR Congo 0 

Uganda Cubs came from-'~ 
behind twice to st:Eure a ------, 
dramatic 2-2 draw against 
Ivory Coast U-17 side in 
the ongoing U-17 Africa 
Cup of Nations in Morocco 
on Tuesday. 

The result kept Uganda's 
FIFA U-17 World Cup 
qualification hopes alive as . 
the Cubs advanced to the 
playoff stage after finishing 
third in Group B with four 
points behind Ivory Coast 
(seven points) and Came­
roon (six points). 

Drebo Koudougnon and ..::...... 
Souleymane Kone scored 
for Ivory Coast, while 
Henry MuJ100zi and Arafat 
Ibanda found the net for 
Uganda in a match domi­
nated by V AR drama 

Uganda had opened the 
tournainent with a 3-0 

. victory over DR Congo 
before narrowly losing I-Q 
to Cameroon. 

Uganda Cubs coach 
Laryea Kingston praised his 
players {or their determina­
tion. "We showed character 
and belief throughout the 
group matches. The players 
stayed focused, kept fight­
ing and geserved to reach _ 
the playoff stage," Kingston' 
said after the encounter 
that was, dominated by 
V AR (video assistant refer­
ee) decisions. 


