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SPORTS 

Emery urges Villa to use Europa triumph to fuel a new bold era 
ISTANBUL 

Europa League 
Final 
Freiburg 0 Aston Villa 3 

Unai Emery urged Aston Villa 
to use their historic Europa 
League final triumph against 
Freiburg as the foundation for 
an "ambitious" new era. 

Emery's side ended the 
club's 30-year trophy drought 
with a stylish 3-0 win in 
Istanbul on Wednesday. 
Spectacular first-half goals 

from Y ouri Tielemans and 
Erniliano Buendia-put Villa in 
control before Morgan Rogers 
netted after the interval to kill 
off outclassed Freiburg. 

Villa's first trophy since the 
1996 League Cup was also 
their first major European 

_ prize in 44 years. 
After long spells in the 

Hotel works 
on in Hoima 

f C;ontinued from Page 36 

The latest developments 
come in response to con­
cerns raised in a February 
2026 Confederation of 
-African Football (CAF) 
inspection report, which 
had cast doubt on Hoima 
City Stadium's suitability 
as a host venue citing 
inadequate five-star hotels 
with a minimum capacity of 
50 rooms. . r 

The report further indicat­
ed that none of Uganda's 
proposed competition -
venues, including Mandela 
National Stadium (Nam~ 
boole) and Hoima City 
Stadium, had fully met CAF 
Category Four standards at 
the time. 

Hospitality queries mainly 
in Hoima and Masindi 
districts had sparked 
anxiety among football 
stakeholders and fans 
abou~ Uganda's readiness 
to _co-host the prestigious 
tournament 

But with ongoing . 
investments in hotel 
infrastructure appearing to 
be addressing one of the 
key gaps highlighted by 
CAF along phase two for 
the renovation of Nambole 
officially on, confidence is 
steadily growing. 

Besides hotel works, 
other hospitality industry 
associated development like 
roadworks are expected to 
take centre stage as AFCOn 
preparations intensify. 

doldrums prior to Emery's 
arrival to replace the sacked 
Steven Gerrard in 2022, Villa 
are back among the elite both 
in the Premier League and 
Europe. 

They have qualified for 
next season's Champions 
League and tmery called on 
his players and the club's 
hierarchy to match his desire 
to keep Villa in contention for 
silverware. 

"I am myself ambitious and 
of course I need support. The 
owners, everyone that works 
in the club. Development is 
everything," he said. 

"The players are following 
us. We are doing it together. 
But we must trY to set this 
ambition, being clear and 
realistic. As a team, ambitious 
and improving. This is our 
next step. 

AFP 

.~ .. ~.!~.~~!:fl .. ~f~~~f~9.~ ...... _ 

S 
everaI Ugandan players 
are assured of walking 
away with medals in 
various categories of 
the Africa Youth Chess 

Championship currently un­
derway at the Imperial Botani­
cal Beach Hotel in Entebbe. 

Gold medalists in the un­
der-12, under-14, and open 
categories will receive the 
FIDE Master or Woman FIDE 
Master titles. 

Silver and bronze medal­
ists iI) these categories will 
earn the Candidate Master 
or Woman Candidate Master 
titles. Gold medalists in the 
under-8, under-lO, and 
under-12 categories will also 
qualify for the 2027 FIDE 
World Cup . • 

After eight rounds in the 
U-8 category, Jacinta Mba­
bazi was poised for a medal, 
having earned maximum 
points by defeating Aretha 
Karabo Kembabazi (Uganda), 
three Kenyans (Zoey Njeri 
Ngugi, Luana Kalya Kanda, 
Aallyah Jasmine McKenzie), 

South Africans Coetzee Niki, 
Gabriels Amrienta, Mlaba 
Khethelo, and Egyptian Kamel 
Romaisaa 

Medal prospects in the open 
category for this age group 
were limited, though Matayo 
Barigye and Samuel Kaweesi, 
both with six points, still had a 
chance to compete for bronze. 

Egyptian Mahmoud Sameir 
Zeineldin led with 7.5 points, 
followed by Namibian Adam 
Wahengo with 7: -

In the U-lO category, Katrina 
Katushabe, with 6.5 points, 
remained in contention for 
gold or silver, trailing leader 
Fatma Said Tawfeik (Egypt) by 
half a point. Melisa Edinansi 

had 6 points. 
In the open category, Elvis 

Tumusiime was also a strong 
contender for gold, trailing 
Hamza Ahmed Ezaat (Egypt, 8 
points) by one point and tying 
with Kenyan Jeremy Aden 
Duke. ' 

Talia Atubet remained 
well-positioned, sharing the 
U-12 girls' category lead 
with Kenyan Winnie Kaburo 
at 7 points each. Chanelle 
Manuela Okurut lcuret and 
Solange Anaia Baliddawa 
followed with 6 points. 

In the open category, 
Ugandan Ronald Wabwire 
was in a close contest for 
gold with Kenyans Nathanie 
Manyeki, Muli Faraja 
Mumo, and Namibian Arena 
Candidate Master James Dien, 
all tied at 7 points after eight 
rounds. 
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Friday. May 22. 2026 

Rugby Cranes 
face Africa test 
.~ .. ~.~~~~~~ .. ~!!.! ........... .. 
Rugby Africa Women's 
Cup results 
Saturday ~. 
S. Africa v M'gascar' Zpm 

• "K~nya v Uganda 4pm 
Wednesday 
S. Africa v Uganda Zpm· 
Kenya v Uganda 4pm 

Angella Nanyonga has been 
tasked to steer the Lady 
Rugby Cranes to glory in 
the Women Rugby Africa 
Cup in Nairobi, Kenya as 
team captain. 

Nanyonga, the eighth-man 
deputised by centre Peace 
Lekuru and Doreen Sijali 
(prop) in this campaign is 
confident his charges are ' 
ready for the challenge and 
will take on each game as 
a final. 

"Our mental attitude is 
high and we are going into 
this tournament stronger 
than last year. We-have 
revised our structures and 
practiced them and we are 
good to go," Nanyonga 
said. .A: '1 ~._ 

"We are going to compete.- _-­
Our game against Kenya 
has always been a tough 
and loud one and that is 
what we expect, but we 
are ready," Nanyonjo said, 
calling upon the Uganda ~ 
fans to travel to Nairobi and 
support them. 

Uganda, boasting of ex­
perienced players including 
Yvone Najjuma, Juliet 
Nandawula, and Bushira 
Namutebi open the cam­
paign against hosts Kenya 
in the East African derby 
on SaturQay_. The Ugan­
dan tie follows the South 
Africa versus Madagascar 
encounter. . _ . 

Tough test -rf 
Well aware of Kenya's 

physical g~e structure, 
the team has gone through 
vigorous strength and 
conditioning drills under 
the stewaroship of coach 
Kigongo Sebalamu. 

The rady Cranes will then 
take on Kenya on Wednesc 
day and complete the cam­
paign agaiIist Madagascar 
on the following Sunday. 

The winner of the 
tournament will qualify 
to Women International 
Tournament; (WYX) 
tier two whicj1 is an 
elite perforn1ance rugby 
competition created by _, 
world rugby:to lift the ..., ~ 
standards of women rugby. 

The top three teams will 
qualify to play the World 
Cup qualifiers next year. 
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