
8 - " DA1LYMONITOR I FRIDAY, MAY 22, 2026' 

National News www.monitor.co.ug 

The task force says 
the outbreak will not 
affect the reopening of 
schools, but adminis­
trators must adhere to 
set standard operating 
procedures to prevent 
infections. 

Ebola: Govt suspends 
cross-border markets 

BYTONNY ABET 

T
he government has announced 
a series of stringent measures 
to prevent·further importation 
of Ebola Vll'US Disease from the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
including the temporary suspension of 
public transport and direct flights be­
tween the two countries, as well as sus­
pension of weekly markets in border 

. areas for four weeks. 
Dr Diana Atwine, the Permanent Sec­

retary at the Ministry of Health, re­
veale9. the decisions at Uganda Media 
Centre in Kampala yesterday following 
a meetirtg of the National Task Force on 
Ebola. The meeting was led by the Vice 
President Jessica Alupo . . 

The move comes after Uganda con­
finned two imported cases of the Ebola 
~dibugyo virus strain invoh>ing Con­
.gqlese nationals who had been exposed 
in the DRC. One of the patients died, 
while the second is being treated in ~e 
Ebola treatment centre in Kampala 

"We are temporarily suspending the 
public passenger services on ferries, 
on Semliki River, the cross-border bus 
transport and all public transp.ort be­
tween the DRC and Uganda for four 
weeks,"Dr Atwine said. 

She added, "But this is with the excep­
tion of goods and food and any other 
cargo that is being transported across 
the border. We shall be able to recon­
vene, assess the risk and we will guide 
accordlngIy." 
Dr Atwine alsO announced new meas­

ures on flights and movement of people 
between the two countries. "We are sus­
pending all flights to and from the DRC 
to Uganda, and this takes effect with­
in 48 hours. We are going to enhance 
border security patrols along the po­
rous borders to minimise unnecessary 
ci'oss-border movements,~she said. 

"We shall continue to facilitate on­
ly essential movements of population 
across borders for people originating 
from the DRC,limiting it to only gazet- ! 

ted and designated crossing points. This . 
means· we will not want to encourage 
people to use porous borders to come 
from Congo to Uganda and that's why 
we are enhancing the security patrols," 

Dr Atwine added. 

Markets and gatherings 
The task force also resolved to tem­

porarily suspend all cultUral celebra­
tions and commemorationsthat attract 
big numbers of participants along the 
DRC-Uganda border: 

"And this particular one, we know 
that Obundhingiya (in Bundibugyo ar­
ea)will be celebrating their anniv~ 
and we are advising that they postpone 

PREVENTIVE MEA"SUflES 

. School administrations are 
urged to be more vigilant, to en­
sure that all children who deve­
lop symptoms are linked to our 
medical teams. 

Othel'S include increasing 
screening and testing, increa­
sing sensitisation and awareness 
creation about Ebola, and en­
hanced death reporting to de­
tect Ebollin communities. 

this until we are out of this (Ebola out­
break),"Dr Atwine explained. 

"As you know, Bundibugyois right 
next to the DRC, and, therefore, that 
will cause a lot of mass movements. So, 
we.are advising that we postpone that 
ftmction,"she·added. 

Dr Atwine also said weeKlY markets 
will not be operational in the high-risk 
districts for four weeks. 

"We have suspended all weekly mar­
kets in the border sub-counties offue 
high-risk districts for the next four 
weeks as we continue to assess the risk 
ofEbola transmission in ourneighbour­
hood,"she said. 

"We encourage and we continue to 
call upon everybody, not only in the 
high-risk districts but all of us, to en­
force standard operating procedures in 
non-weekly markets in all border dis­
tricts along DRC,including schools,pris­
ons,hotels and places of worship." 
According to Dr Atwine, although the 

main focus;s on the border districts, the 
governmentwantstoseethishappen·in, ' 
"all our districts in the country." 

Schools 
According to the task force, the out-

break will not affect the reopening of 
s~hools, but administrators must ad­
here to set standard operating proce­
dures (SOPs) to prevent infections. 

Dr Atwine noted that some children 
cross from the DRC to Uganda to study, 
adding that the learning of these chil­
dren will not be interrupted. 

"We know that schools are going to 
open and we shall open on time. School 
opening will not postpone, but we ad­
vise the headteachers and the ministry 
of education to ensure that all the SOPs 
we have issued are followed to the dot 
because we know schools are crowded 
and they bring together many people 
across the country;"she said. 
"Butwe are calling upon the school ad­

ministration to be more vigilant, to en­
sure that all our children who develop 
symptoms are linked to our medical 
teams within the area to ensure that we 
test and isolate them if they are infect­
ed,"she added. 

The other preventive measures in­
clude increasing screening and testing, 
increasing sensitisation and awareness 
creation about Ebola, and enhanced 
death reporting to detect Ebola in com­
munities. 
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Ssebuwufu elected KCCA Speaker as NUP tightens grip on council 
BY SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA 

. .r 

KAMPALA. National Unity 
Platform (NUP) councillor Jo~ 
Mary Ssebuwufu has been elect-

_ ed Speaker of the Kampala capi­
tal Ci~uthority(KCCA) Council 
after defeating the National Re­
sistance Movement (NRM) can­
didate, Kalule Ali Ssalongo, in a 
closely contested vote. 
Ssebuwufu secured 18 votes 

against Kalule's 16 in an election 
conducted through a secret bal­
lot yesterday. One ballot was de­
clared invalid after a councillor 
wrote names for their choice for 
the Speaker and deputy Speak­
er positions despite the exercise 
being restricted to the Speakers 
race. 
The election exercise, which 

commenced at 1.25pm, was pre­
sided over by Buganda Road 
Court Chief Magistrate, Ritah 
Neumbe Kidasa NRM councillor 
Amon Bagonza, who arrived late, 
despite appearing first on the 
voting register, was allowed to 
cat his voter 10 minutes after the 
other 34 councillors had voted. 

Mr Ssebuwufu was nominated 
by Godfrey Luyombya and sec­
onded by James Mubiru, while 
Mr Kalule was nominated by 
James Munyomba and seconded 
by AidahZawedde. 

and competent leadership. 
"This is the only capital city we 

have in Uganda. We are going to 
pass policies, ordinances, budg­
ets and oversee city administra­
tion. You need somebody who is 
knowledgeable, skilled and able 
to analyse repo~ for the good of 
Kampala,"Mr Ssebuwufu said. 

He urged councillors to rise 
above party loyalties and vote 
based on merit and capability. 

"Leave aside deep-rooted party 
positions. The people who elect­
ed you ~ect capable leader­
ship,"he added. 

Mr Sebuwufu said the coun­
cillooks up to the.leadership for 
guidance. 
It is our mandate to initiate vi­

able policies and structural rec­
ommendations to this council. It 
is our mandate to debate, refine 
and crystallise them into action­
able decisi~ns,"he said. 

Meanwhile Mr Kalule cam­
paigned on councillors' wel­
fare and improving relations be­
tween the technical and political 
wings of the authority. 

"I will lobby for improved wel­
fare to match East African region­
al standards, push for health in­
surance and better worlting con­
ditions for members,"he pledged. 

Mr Kalule also promised to ad­
vocate a social security scheme 
for councillors. 

"I pledge to promote cooper-
Candidates pitch experi- ation, strong oversight and im-
ence, welfare agenda proved welfare for councillors, 

Addressing councillors before for the success of the city admin-
v~ting,Mr Ssebuwufu described istration,depending on collective 
KCCA as "a very complex institu- responsibility," he said, adding 
~on'{that:requires~peri:eru:ed ~ "rtlmt the council ~ 

closely with the 
to deliver ettf'CffiTe 

Kampala residents. 

las Kwarijjaafterpolling2Ovotes 
against 15. 

Ms.. Namazzi anchored her 
campaign on inclusivity, welfare 

NarnMiliisdeputyspeaker and gender-responsive leader-
In the race for deputy speaker, ship: 

NUP's Olive Namazzi defeated "We must rise above political 
':independent councillor N!cho-- u:;parties and think about the;pe- _ 

The KCCA 
Council 
Speaker, Mr 
John Mary 
Ssebuwufu, 
receives the 
instruments 
of power 
yesterday. 
PHOTOIIBRA­
HIMKAVUMA 

pIe of Kampala, traders, casual 
WOIXers and fumilies struggling 
to survive, "she said. 

Mr Kwarijja, who represents 
workers, campaigned on uni­
ty and political balance within 
Council operations. 
n1Ie unity of this:eouncB,Js. ; 

not expressed in words alone; it 
is expressed by the way we vote 
and WOIX together;"he said. 

Sebliwuufu promises inclu­
sive leadership 
In his maiden speech shortly 

after taking office,Mr Sebuwuu­
fu pledged to lead the council 
with fairness, discipline and in­
clusiveness regardless of politi­
cal affiliation. 

"This is a multi-partisan coun­
cil. The true beauty of democ­
racy lies not in uniformity of 
thought, but in our ability to 
manage our differences for the 
common good. Whether you 
voted for me or held a different 
view, I am now yoUr servant. I 
am dedicated to serving you 
with utmost diligence and abso­
lute fuirness,"he added. 

Presiding officer cOmmends 
peaceful poll 

Chief Magistrate Kidasa con­
gratulated the councillors for 
conducting what she descnbed 
as a "peaceful and orderly elec­
tion process." 
·She expressed optimism about 

the future of the council under 
the newly-elected leadership. 

"It is my prayer that God en­
ables this council to work with 
the leaders you have elected for 
the betterment of the people in 
this city and Uganda at large;"Ms 
Kidasa added. 

This term, the KCCA council 
will have 35 members, includ­
ing the Lord MayOl:NUP has 19 
councillors, NRM 15 and one in-
dependent. J [ 


