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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Outgoing State minister for Regional Cooperation John Mulimba on corruption probe: "To fast­
track the investigations, I want to call upon I~.fande MK [Gen Muhoozi KainerugabaJ to open an office or 
bureau where MPs can freely go and share information that may not ordinarily be uncovered." 

EDITORIAL 

Ebola outbreak: Schools 
should abide by SOPs 

T
he Ministry of Health this week issued guidelines for 
schools as academic institutions reopen next week for 
the second tenn amid an Ebola outbreak. 

Among the. measures, according to the ministry's 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)'to guide prevention 
and control of Ebola Virus Disease, are having handwash­
ing facilities With cl~an riinni.ng water and soap at school en­
trances,classrooms,dorinitories,dining areas, toilets,and staff 
rooms. 

The other includes establishing temperature screening 
points at school entrances, restricting entry for persons with 
Ebola symptoms, regularly cleaning and disinfecting class­
rooms, dormitories, toilets and bathrooms, dining halls, 
school vehicles and frequently touched surfaces, as well as en­
suring proper waste management and disposal. 

The ministry has also discouraged 
The Issue: handshakes, hugging, and sharing per-
Ebola outbreak. sonal items, urging schools and insti-

tutions to keep classrooms and dormi-

Our view: 
The SOPs · 
pl'ovided by 
the Ministry of 
Health should be 
strictly followed 
since schools 
remain high 
concentration 
points. 

tories well ventilated by opening win­
dows and doors where possible: The 
ministry has urged schools to desig-· 
nate an isolation area for suspected 
cases and ensure the availability of 
supplies such as soap, water,hand sani­
tisers, and thennometers. 

Uganda is currently on high alert fol­
lowing tHe confinnation of two unre­
lated, imported cases of the rare Eb­
ola Bundibugyo strain in Kampala. 
The outbreak, which originated in the 
neighbouring Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRe), prompted the World 
Healtp Organisation (WHO) to declare 

a public health emergency of international concern, the sec­
ond-highest alert level. 

Because the Bundibugyo strain has no approved vaccines 
or targeted clinical therapeutics, containment relies entirely 
on aggressive surveillance, contact tracing, and public compli­
ance with preventative protocols. 

The government reacted by, among others, cancelling this 
year's June 3 Martyrs' Day cel~brations to prevent disease 
from spreading among the millions of faithful who descend 
on the shrines. 

Uganda has, over the years, built its capacity to manage epi­
demics and outbreaks such as this. However, doctors and sur­
veillance teams cannot stand alone. To prevent the disease 
from spreading further and keep schools open, every institu­
tion must comply with these SOPS. 

As Covid-19 started causing havoc around the world at the 
beginning of 2020, Uganda closed its schools for nearly two 
years as a Pre-emptive strike to eliminate high concentration 
points. The measure affected approximately 15 million learn-
ers across 51,000 educational institutions. ' . 

We do not want to see this doomsday scenario repeated. 
The 2014 to 2016 West Africa Ebola epidemic should serve as 
a reminder that if not handled properly, an Ebola outbreak 
can decimate entire communities and overwhelm regional 
healthaare networks. 

The SOPs provided by the Ministry ofHealthshould be~ct­
ly followed since schools remain high concentration points. 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
e To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
e_ To be respectful to.aJ1 in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
e To refuse to accept any compensati n beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gatheJ'ing and decision-making. . 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. Uganda has officially announced emergency travel restrictions with the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to contain a spreading Ebola outbreak. 
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Moses of Israel, Egypt: A revolutionary 
who refused his son to take power 

S 
ip,sip ... aaah! Myporridgetastes great 
today! Just here pqndering myster-
ies: How does a revolutionary success­
fully command a revolution, lead a na­

tion,and then hand over power,peacefully, to 
a man from anothertnbe,as though he has no 
son to take power? How does a revolutionary 
lead, and you never see his wife anywhere in 
the echelons of power? How does a revolution­
ary keep his family out of matters of State and 
welcome,at his side,people who have no idea 
the sacrifice he made and the price he paid to 
get to where he is? How does a liberator deliver 
a nation from oppression, and he never prais­
es himself,even once? How does a leader deliv­
er a set oflaws and then enforce them without 
fear or favour, and does not amend them to suit 
his selfish ends? 

Sip,sip! The Bible talks broadly of two saviours. 
The first was Moses, who delivered Israel from 
captivity in Egypt. The second was Jesus, who, 
theologically,is a Greater Moses,called to liber­
ate humanity from the bondage of sin and eter­
nal damnation. Each was a revolutionary in 
their own right. 

The two men shared lots in common: as ba­
bies,one was in a basket, the other, a manger. 
Both survived a genocide ordered by rulers, tar­
geting Hebrew baby boys. Both spent time in 
exile.Both fasted 40 days. Both spent time in 
Egypt OnedeliVered the Old 'Iestament, the 
ollier delivered the New 'Iestament. The ~is 
long. Sip, sip! 

But one st.aIX difference is that Jesus never 
touched a woman and had no children. Which 
is why we'll focus onjust Mr Moses.Neitherper­
fectnor flawless. He stammered. Often rash and 
impetuous,and,in his zealous one-man revolu­
tion,killed an Egyptian he found torturing an 

The tragedy of revolu­
tions is that they often 
begillasanexodusand 

.. end as a return journey. 

" 
. Israelite.And he got broken by 40years in ex­

ile, an eternity of time duringwhich he,no 
doubt, suffered the trauma of the seeming­
lY broken dream -a revolution gone wrong, 
and which ended at the very beginning. Un­
til the Lord showed up and caused him to re­
turn to Egypt, to complete the revolution, 
yes, but in a different way and no longer in 
his own strength. Sip,sip!! 

On two occasions - during the"Calf-gate" 
and "Spy-gate"scandals - the rebellion of the 
Israelites annoyed the Lord so much,He told 
Moses He was going to destroy the entire Is­
rael and make him and his family a great na­
tion.Moses told God He - the Lord - would 
do nothing of the sort He turned the offer 
dOWIi.He put Israel first He told God to de­
stroy him instead. God relentedMoses kept 
his family in the background.His brother, 

. Aaron the priest,and Miriam the prophetess 
were appointed by God - notMoses.Ms Mo­
ses (Zipporah) and her sons Gershom and 
Eliezer disappear just 18 chapters into the 
Exodus. You never hear of them again. Scrip-

ture's silence around Moses'sons is in itself 
a sennon: Israel was not Moses'family en­
terprise. 

The mark of a true hberator and genuine 
revolutionary is not how fiercely he fights to 
seize power.It is how willingly he refuses to 
personalise it. Because nations begin to de­
cay when leaders conclude:"! am the State. 
My family is the future.My household is the 
nation." ~ 

A liberator becomes dangerous the day 
he starts treating a count:ryRot as a people 
to serve but as an inheritance to preserve. 
Moses stood at that crossroads and walked 
away.Moses refused to replace Israel with 
his family.False Moseses gradually replace 
the nation with themselves,and when that 
begins to happen,suddenly,the Promised 
Land begins to resemble Egypt. The people, 
groaning under oppression, feel caged,en­
slaved,and helpless all over again. Sip, sip!! 

The tragedy of revolutions is that they of­
ten begin as an exodus and end as a return 
journey.To Egypt. 

Israel cried under Pharaoh andprilyed 
for deliverance.Anation may feel really op­
pressed and endure years of turbulence. 
They cry out for a rescuer. Then along comes 
a Moses. Or so people think. 

But history has a cruel, twisted, and bizarre 
sense of humour: somePmes the man who ' 
parts the sea becomes the man who builds 
another Egypt. History shows that some­
times yesterday's Moses can become tomor­
row's Pharaoh. 

Sip,sip ... aaah! I want another cup! 

I Mr Tegul!e is an advocate of the High Court 
of Uganda I gteguUe@grnail.com . 
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