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EBOLA: MIXEDCOMRLIANCE AS SCHOOLS OPEN 
. U;OOam, the New Vision 
Je at the gate of St Peter's 
rmn~ SChool, Nsambya in Kampala 
to fimt out if any learner had reported 
Tor . e second t~rm, which officially 
$faTted yesterday across the country. 

Outside the gate were two nurses 
and about three security guards, who 
were all enforcing the Ebola .standard 
operating procedures that were issued 
by the education ministry recently. 

Before being-let into' the school; nnf~-·-"·~ 

had to wash their hands with soap, 
sanitise their hands and have their 
temperature taken by one of the two 
nurses at the gate. 

"We are not taking any chances. 
'Whoever enters this school must go 
through all these checks,» one of the 
nurses said as she checked the team. 

. According to the management, about 
400 pupils out of the 1,200 reported 
on day one. Inside the school, water compound. "Every teacher must also 
washing points had been set up at have sanitiser because they handle 
different points. exercise books and interact with many 

The school headteacher, Josephine learners,» ' the headteacher, Aisha 
Namusoke, said whoever is found Ntege Namaganda, said.' 
with a high temperature is referred to a . At Uphill College Mbuya in Nakawa 
health worker stationed at the school. . division, adminiStrators emphasised 

"In ·case we find a case, we can easily social distancing during group 
isolate It and then caU the Ministry of discussions and meal times. 
Health," she said. '"The new curriculum requires group 

Learners have also been advised to work, but we are emphasising social 
avoid handshakes and hugging. distancing,» the deputy headteacher, 

The situation was almost similar . Romulus Katusiime, said. 
across other schools visited by the New At Kyambogo College School, 
Vision in Kampala. Ebola preve~tion notices are posted 

At Railway Children Primary School around the compound. At Kakungulu 
in Nsambya, the headteacher, Charles Memorial Secondary School, the . 
Mukisa, spent part of the morning headteacher, Jamil Buwembo, said: 
addressing Primary Seven learners "We have sanitisers for everyone in 
about Ebola prevention measures. the school.» 

"Avoid crowds; share these tiIJS with 
your friends,» he advised. 

At Kiswa Primary School in Nakawa 
division, the management installed 
hand-washing facilities in the 

STRUGGLE TO ENFORCE SOPS 
While schools in Kampala complied 
with Ebola prevention guidelines, 
several upcountry districts struggled 

S~''1~ri .. 1 parents decried 
Increased transport costs. 
and hard economic times as 
the term open's. 

"The biggest challenge Is 
the high transport fares and 
school fees. Some schools 
Insist on clearance receipts 
before students are allowed 
In," Christine Oylte, a parent 
from Gulu city, said. 

Molly Kajumba, a resident 
of Makerere Kavule, urged 
schools to go slow in ' 
pressing parents to clear all 
fee~ 

Parents also complained 
about additional cn~lrat~s 
levied by schools. 
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Pupils of St 
Peter Primary 
School 
Nsambya wash 
their hands 
as part of 
the standard 
operating \ 
; procedures 
for Ebola -' 
j!reventlon 
during the 
second-
term school 
reopening 
yesterday. 
(Scan the 
picture 

e· using the 

. 
• ~ Vision Digital 

Experience to 
_______ ---J watch video) 

and registered a low turnout 
At Kagadi Secondary School in 

Kagadi district, about 2,000 learners 
out of the expected 4,000 reported on 
the first day. 

The headteacher, Ramadhan 
Barongo, said the school had put in 
place preventive measures because 
of its proximity to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo where a large-scale 
outbreak has been reported. 

Low turnout was also recorded 
at Kagadi Model Primary School, 
Kagadi Junior Primary School, St Adolf 
Tibeyalirwa Secondary School and 
Bunyoro College Secondary School. 

At Kyenzige Parents Secondary 
School the director, Peter Alinda, said 
only 300 students out of the expected 
1,000 had reported on the first day. 

HOIMA, K1KUUBE 
In Hoima and Kikuube districts, some 
schools reopened without adequate 
Ebola screening measures despite 

being located near the DR Congo. 
At Kasonga Primary School in 

Kyangwali Refugee Settlement, 
where Illany learners are Congolese 
nationals, teachers admitted that 
the school lacked resources to 
implement proper preventive' 
measures. 

"We are not prepared at all, even 
when most of our parents come 
from across Congo,» teacher Evelyn 
Katusiime said. 

At Maratatu Primary School in 
Kikuube, overcrowding remained a 
major concern. 

"You will find about 500 learners in 
one classroom. In case of any outbreak, 
many learners will get infected,» the 
headteacher, Geoffrey Ayesiga, said. 

Thomas Kato, the chairperson of the 
school management committee, said 
refugees have not been sensitised 
about Ebola. "Many know nothing 
about Ebola in our camp, yet they 
frequently cross into the DR Congo to 
dig and look for food,» he said. 

IGANGA . 
In Iganga district, schools also 
registered low turnout At AI Jama 
Primary School in Nakigo sub-county, 
only 244 pupils out of the expected 
2,100 reported. , 

Teacher Abasa Ziraba attributed the 
low attendance to parents believing 
little learning takes place during the 
first week of term. Kasokoso Primary 
School in Iganga Municipality also 
recorded poor attendance, with only 
422 out of 1,788 pupils reporting. 

Headteacher Stephen Buloba said 
some parents keep children at home 
to earn a living through odd jobs. 

Complied by Ibrahim Ruhweza, 
Derrick Muduku, Richard 

Ategeka, Andrew Muslnguzl, 
Moses Blkala, Wilson Asllmwe 

and John Tlboruhanga 

[bola: Two health workers test positive as cases rise to seven 
contact 

The of Health said 
the two patients are Ugandan 
health workers attached to 
a private health facility in 
Kampala and are currently 
receiving treatment at a 
designated Ebola isolation and 
treatment unit. 

In a statement issued 
yesterday, Dr Charles Olaro, 
the director general of health 
services, said response teams 
had already started tracing 
all individuals who may have 
come into contact with the two 
health workers. 

"The two new confirmed 
cases are ' Ugandan health 

workers working in a private 
health facility in Kampala. Both 
patients have been admitted to 
the designated treatment unit 
and are. now receiving care. All 
Contacts linked to the confirmed 
cases are being listed for follow­
up by response teams,» Olaro 
said. 

The latest infections come just 
days after Uganda confirmed 
three other Ebpla cases on 
Saturday, including a driver 
and another health worker 
linked to the country's first 
Ebola patient, alongside a 
Congolese woman who had 
travelled between Uganda and 
the DR Congo. 

The health ministry has not 
yet disclosed how the newly 
infected Kampala health 
workers were exposed to the 
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virus, but investigations are 
ongoing as authorities work 
to prevent further 
transmission .. 

The new cases 
are likely . to 
raise fresh 
concern over the 
vulnerability of 
frontline medical 
workers who 

exposed groups during Ebola 
outbreaks because of direct 

contact with infected patients. 
Uganda has already 
activated emergency 
resportse systems, 

intensified surveillance 
at border points and 
expanded screening 
operations in health 

facilities following 
the recent 

Ebola cases linked - to 
neighbouring DR Congo. 

The latest infections come 
amid growing regional concern 
over the worsening Ebola 
outbreak in eastern DR Congo, 
where more than 200 deaths 
and hundreds of suspected 
infections have already been 
reported. 

PROTECTIVE GEAR SHORTAGE 
The worsening Ebola outbreak 
in eastern DR Congo has also 
exposed dangerous conditions 
facing frontline health workers, 
with medics reporting severe 
shortages of protective gear and 
emergency medical supplies as 
the epidemic spreads. 

Health workers responding to 
the outbreak in !turl province, 
the epicentre of. the epidemic, 

said they are treating suspem:d 
Ebola patients without 
adequate personal protective 
equipment despite the high risk 
of infection associated with the 
virus. 

"The situation on the ground 
is truly alarming,» said Ruben 
Dedja, the chief medical 
officer of the Mongbwalu 
health zone in Ituri province, 
warning that local health teains 
were struggling to contain 
the outbreak with limited 
resources. 

"As yet, we do not have the 
rapid intervention kits at the 
health zone level. We've been 
told they are on their way,» 
Dedja said, adding that the lack 
of supplies meant there was 
"no way to limit the spread" 
effectively. 
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