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USSSA: AInus College take 
crown but real test starts 

Their scouting network stretches 
across Uganda, feeding both senior 
and youth structures. The results 
are already visible beyond school 
football. 

Attacking midfielder Allan Oy­
irwoth progressed from AInus to 
earn a senior national team call-up 
while still in school before moving 
to New England Revolution in Ma­
jor League Soccer. Former Uganda 
U20 captain Toto Majub also came 
throqgh the system and now plays 

parity. The success story extends 
beyond the boys' team. Amus' 
women's side won the 2024/25 
Fufa Women's Cup_ 

================ 
BY GEORGE KATONGOLE 

ROftD TO THE FINA~L"",---_ 
Finall Amus 1-0 Bukedea 
Semis: Amus 0-0 Kitende (4-2) 
Quarters: London 0-1 Amus 
Last 16: Amus 1-0 Mentor 
Last 32: Jipra 0-0 Amus (2-4) 
Groups~ 

Mukono Kings 1-4 Amus 
Amus 1-0 Standard High Ndejje 
Amus 4-0 Abilomino _ ffl 

, structed over years of careful plan-

F
or years, school football re- ning; setbacks and rebuilcling. The 
volved around a familiar school has consistently featured at' 
axis. When the conversa- the national championship quali­
tion turned to dominance, ' fyingin201$,2016,2017,2019,2022, 

the names that rolled off every : 2023,2024,2025 and now 2026. 
tongue were usually St Mary's Ki-
~de,Buddo or Kibuli. Now there ' Beaten in final 
is a new power in the conversation t They reached the 2024 final, los­
and pemaps at the summit itself : ing to St Julian, but only after elim-

When AIn~s College edged Buk- ! inating St Mary's Kitende in a pen­
edea South 1-0 in the final of the i alty shootout (10-9) in the semifi­
USSSA Boys Foot~all' Champion- ! nals.Monthslater,theymadehisto­
ship in Lira City, it was not merely ry in East Africa by wiruring their 
the crowning moment ofa success- first FEASSA title in 2024, beating 
ful tournament campaign. , Kitende 1-{) in the final. 
It felt more like the completion of , At the heart of the current gener­

a carefully engineered football rev- , ation is captain Jamal Iddi Rashid, 
olution. The triumph announced , a tough defender whose calmness 
AInus as the new kings of school ' under pressure defined AInus' 
football in UgaI}da. ' tournamentrnn. ~ 

AInus' 1-0 victory over Bukedea In tight knockout games especial-
South in the final was not a flam- ly the penalty wins against JIPRA 
boyant coronation. It was a grind, and Kitende, Rashid acted as the 
the kind of final that reveals more emotional anchor. 
about character than talent. Across "We believed from the first day 
eight matches,AInus cOIJ.cededjuSt in Lira that this was our tourna­
once. ment. Even when games were 

They won three matches 1-{), sur- tight, we trusted each other. That 
vived two goalless draws and twice belief carried us through pen­
held their nerve in penalty shoot- alties and pressure," he said. 
outs. This was not dominance 
through spectacle. 
It was dominance through con­

trol. Amus' rise has been con-

The architect 
Behind the scenes, youth coach 

, Nimrod Kintu remains the central 

Teacher_ Richard Malinga (top), 
the head coach of" mus is car­
ried shoulder high by his players 
after the final in Lira, among 
whom was striker Mudhasir Ijosi­
gao PHOTOS/GEORGE KATONGOLE 

figure in Amus'foothall identity. 
Working under tl.e guidance of 

school director Panick Isiagi, Kin­
tu has spent years b-:rilding a struc­
tured football pipeline initially 
combining academy recruits from 
Kampala with homegrown school 

for Atlanta United 2 in MLS NEXT 
Pro. '. 

AInus contributed four players to . 
- the current U17 squad in Moroc-
. co - Kombi Eze, Geoffrey Mubiru, 

Henry Muhoozi and Hilal Ajiga 

talent. 
At times, thejourney has been un­

stable.Kintu briefly left to help es­
tablish St Andrew Kaggwa Gombe . 
in 2022, guiding them to a nation­
al final in Arua before returning 
to AInus. There were also internal 
setbacks, including a Round of 32 
elimination last year to Greenlight 
Islamic that triggered technical re­
shuffles. 

Coach Richard Malinga also 
played a defining role in shaping 
AInus' recent identity. . 
In 2024, he guided the school to 

, their maiden FEASSA title after 
. beating Kitende 1-0, and also led 

them to the USSSA national final 
the same year, where they lost 3-{) 
to St Julian. 

Malinga later moved on and won 
the 2025 crown with Buddo rein-

. forcing his reputation as one of the 
most decisive tournament coach­
es. At AInus, his influence remains 
part of the foundation that built a 
winning culture. 

A football factory in motion 
AInus are no longer just a school 

team. They are an ecosystem. The 
institution now boasts five inter­
national-standard pitches and 
a 10,000-seater stadilHIl with an 
eight-lane athletics tra~k. 

The success story extends beyond 
the boys'team.AInus'women's side 
won the 2024/25 Fufa Women's 
Cup, reinforcing the school's grow­
ing sporting footprint. 
In the Eastern Regional League, 

the school-affiliated side currently 
leads with 50 points, 20 clear of sec­
ond-placed Busoga United,scoring 
35 goals with a +27 goal difference. 
Forward Mudhasir ljosiga leads the 
scoring chart with 19 goals. 

Amus'strength is not flair,it is con­
trol. They are compact without the 
ball, disciplined in transition, and 
increasingly ruthless in game man­
agement. 

Their defensive record in Lirajust 
one goal conceded in eight match­
es, reflects a system built on struc­
ture rather than imRtovisation. 
With a disciplined baCK line, AInus 
learned how to win tight g¥Iles 
rather than simply play them: 

r 

How long can they reign? 
Historically, school football dynas­

ties have survived on renewal. St 
Mary's Kitende mastered itfor near­
ly two decades. 

Kibuli SS also built a system that 
outlived generations. 

AInus now appear ready to enter 
that space. The school already has . 
a strong U16 pipeline designed to 
feed future squads, suggesting the 
Lira-winning team may only be the 
beginning. 

But the challenge is clear. Kitende 
remain the benchmark of consist­
ency. Bukedea Comprehensive are 
investing heavily. 

Kyaddondo SS is emerging as a se-
rious disruptor. . 

The margin for error at the top is 
shrinking. But for now, school foot­
ball has new kings in Sapir Hills. 

'::~:~::E:~::~;~~=~~'''''''''Kaiiasweka''reveis''m''NamUioiige''Opeii''iiai~trlck 
1 Peace Kabasweka n 79 73 229 for this championship. We didn't start geys and the two birdies on Holes par-

. 2 Judith Komugisha n n n 231 well, so I would like to thank God that 4S NO.I0 and No. 15 only saved the score 
3 Meron Kyomugisha 75'8282 239 we did better," Kabasweka ·described to 77. However, Kyomugisha, who had 
4 Resty Nalutaaya 838182 246 her rounds of77, 79 and 73. carded 75, held a two-shot lead over Ka-

She edged Judith Komugisha, who Ie- basweka and Komugisha. On Day Two, 

KAMPALA. It is true Peace Kabaswe­
ka has done it all in the amateur level of 
women's golfin Uganda . 

turned an identical th,ree rounds of sev- Kabasweka waS chasing Komugisha by 
en-over 77 for a score of231 gross at the , two shots after carding 79. 
event bankrolled by KaChain Logistics, ! She only had one birdie at the par-
Munig Engineering,Peps~Equity Bank i - 4 Hole No. 17, three bogeys, three dou-
and Uganda Ladies GolfUnion(ULGU). i . ble-bogeys on pai-4 Holes NO.1 and 
. A field of 140 competitors took part in NO.7 and the par-3 NO.II. 
Namulonge,much to lady captain Shei- In the final round, Kabasweka pro-

---

However,even as she dreams for more 
in the sport, Kabasweka is finding su­
perlatives. On Saturday, she. sealed a 
hat-trick of titles by winning the Nam­
ulonge Ladies Open at the Mary Louise 
Simkins Memorial Club. 

.laAine's delight duced a stellar finish with an eagle on ---

Unlike in 2025 where she won with 
15-stroke margin, Kabasweka this time, 
only beat the field by two shots to con- ! 

quer the 54-hole contest with an ag­
gregate score of 229 gross at the par-70 
course. 
."First of all, I would like to thank God 

t! •• 

Last year, Kabasweka beat Meron Ky- ' par-4 Hole NO.IS and a birdie on par-4 
omugisha with a significant margin. Hole No.3 to temporarily mute bogeys 
"I would like 'to thank my caddie, Ian in a round of three-over 73 but more 
Araall, he has been on my bag since I . importantly,edge Komugisha. 
started golf;"Kabasweka said in her vic- ! The handicap two player is using the 
tory speech. i and Meron,hard luck.Judith, thank you : few holes," she added. Kabasweka wob- next events as a build-up to the 112th 

"To my sponsor Munig, he is the rea- ; for giving me a good game. The course ' bled in the opening round with a tri- Canadian Women's AInateur Cham­
son I am here. Thank you so much Ger- ! wasn't easy because they changed a , 'pIe bogey on the par-5 Hole No.5, six bo- pionship to be played July 20-24 at the 
-aId,heis thereasom am here. ToJudith . j .S', historic.Toronto Golf Club. 


