
MURDERED ENTEBBE COUPLE TO BE BURIED TODAY 
- !l that was murdered 

in · _ municipality, last 
yearWilliinally be buried today 
at t:be'Dubendorf Cemetery in 
SWitzerland, 10 months after 
triey were murdered in cold 
blood in Uganda. 

David Mutaaga and his 
wife Deborah Mutaaga were 
on July 6, 2025, murdered at 
their residence in Lugonjo­
Nakiwogo cefr, Entebbe 
municipality in Wakiso district. 

During a memudaJ §ervice 
that was held at St Paul's 
Cathedral, Namirembe on 
November 27, the couple's 
children said they made a 
'painful' decision to repatriate 
the remains of their parents 
back to Switzerland for burial, 
instead of their ancestral home 

. in Uganda. 
Isabel Najitta Mutaaga and 

Mark Ernest Kabenge Mutaaga, 
who are currently residing in 
Switzerland, attended their 
parents' memorial service via 
Zoom. 

They said it was their desire 
to have their parents buried 
in Uganda, but the failure by 
security agencies to find the 
people who murdered the 
couple made them reconsider 
their decision. 

"The wait has been long; 

we all thought the ongoing 
investigations would yield 
positive results, but all has 
been in vain," the children 
said. 

THE COURT DECISION 
The decision to have them 
buried came after the High 
Court in Kampala settled a 
long-running family dispute 
·over the burial of the couple 
whose bodies had remained in 
a funeral home for more than 
nine months. 

Initially, some members of 
tlie exter;tded family wanted to 
block the children's decision 
on grounds that the deceased 
were Baganda with strong 
cultural ties and should be 
buried at the ancestral home 

in Buddo, Wakiso, in line with 
their custom. 

Kabenge turned to court, 
seeking orders to take custody 
of the bodies and block their 
clan (Nvuma) leader from 
overseeing the burial. 

In a ruling, Justice Celia 
Nagawa gave Kabenge, who is . 
also a Swiss national, the final 
authority to decide how and 
where his parents would be 
buried. 

The court also directed the 
Attorney General and the 
Police to ensure the bodies · 
are released within 48 hours, 
which paved way for the 
smooth repatriation. 

The court also barred any 
other party from handling 
the bodies without his written 

a'iid uta~ga was born to the late Ernest Kabenge and 
Christine Ki6iFigl~.· - ..... __ ..toI"'--

He was born on May, 1, 1956-and af en~d"BtIe:tr-~_ .... 
Junior School and King's College Budo. He pursued a­
bachelor of science degree with a concumiot diploma 
in education from Makerere University. He later pursued 
a post-graduate degree at the University of Zurich. He 
married .Deborah .. 

Deborah was born on December 4, 1962, to Rehoboam 
Lume Kisadha and F-reda Deborah. 

She grew up in Jinja-and attended Jinja Girls' 
Secondary School. Family sources said Deborah~s father 
worked at Ny til in Jinja befor~ he was also murdered in 
cold blood and to date, the whereabouts of his remains 
have never been located by his fami ly. -

They had careers in top Swiss communications and 
banking firms spanning over 30 years before they 
retired and returned to Uganda in 2021. 

consent. However, Justice 
Nagawa urged the family to 
find common ground, stressing 
that while the children have 
the right to decide on burial, 
all relatives still have the right 
to mourn their loved ones. 

OTHERS MISS OUT 
Dr Edward Kayondo, who 
studied with the Mutaagas, 
said they wanted to attend the 
burial, but many of them have 
been unable due to visa issues. 

"The challenge has been 
getting visas because many 
people who wanted to attend_ 

I think due to the Ebola 
outbreak," he said. 

FAMILIES SPEAK OUT 
In a statement, the families of 
the deceased thanked people 
who stood with them. 

"Your love, patience, 
understanding and immense 
comfort have carried us through 
the most difficult seasons of 
our lives. As we have worked 
through the arrangements to 
send off our people with the 
honour, dignity and peace 
they deserved, your presence 
and support have meant more 

to us than words can truly 
express," the statement in an 
advert read. 

Before the burial, a memorial 
service will also be held 
at - Kfrch, 8(:iOO~-Dubendorf. 
Switzerland. -
INVESTIGATIONS 
According to police preliminary 
findings, the assailant entered 
the home by jumping over 
the perimeter fence before 
accessing the house. 

"There were clear signs of 
tampering with the asbestos 
roofing and the bedroom 
window was broken," a 
senior detective privy to the 
investigations said_ 

After committing the murder, 
the suspect exited through 
the main gate, a move that 
suggests the perpetrator may 
have been familiar with the 
layout of the home. 

The forensic team lifted 
fingerprints and collected 
several materials of 
evidential value from the 
scene. 

In addition, investigators 
retrieved CCTV footage from 
the home for analysis. 

Sources said the footage 
shows how the attacker came 
with a knife and said some 
words as he stabbed the 
deceased. 

ve been challenged to 
rt of their humanitarian 

Rotarians urged to prioritise development in their home areas 
owards transforming the 

,..,):UJ;ilUW·ties in their home distrjcts, 
arguing that many local areas remain 
underdeveloped despite producing 
influential and resourceful leaders. . 
~ The call was made by the executive 
director of the National Planning 
Authority, Joseph Muvawala, during 
the installation ceremony of the 
39th president of the Rotary Club 
of Kampala North held in Kisugu, 
Muyenga, on Monday evening. 

For years, Rotarians across Uganda 
have charripioned social and economic 
causes in different parts of the country, 
often far away from their ancestral 
homes. Many members argue that 
this reflects Rotary's prinCiple of 
fairness and inclusive development, 
one of the organisation's famous four­
way test values that asks: "Is it fair to 
all concerned?" 

However, Muvawala said while 
supporting distant communities is 
noble, there is an urgent need for 
accomplished individuals to also 
uplift the areas that nurtured them. 

Accordingly, in many villages 
"and districts where some of the 
distinguished Rotarians come from, 
people are still struggling with 
poverty, poor schools and limited 
health services. 

He asked, if those who have 
the knowledge, influence and 
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Lumonya (centre), being installed as the 39th president of the 
Rotary Club of Kampala North in Muyenga, Kampala, yesterday 

networks cannot transform their 
own communities, then who will? 
Muvawala reasoned that development 
must begin at home before it spreads 
elsewhere. 

The economist used the example of 
the newly installed president, Olive 
Birungi Lumonya, whom fellow 
Rotarians described as a resiliem and 
transforinative leader committed to 
changing lives. 

B~EEN THE UNES 
o Speaking after her 
installation, Lumonya, 
revealed that her 
administration has already 
mobilised significant resources 
to support maternal and child 
health, education and youth 
empowerment projects. 

Muvawala praised Lumonya for 
conSistently giving back to her 
home sub-region of Busoga ¢rough 
education and child welfare initiatives, 
saying her work demonstrates the 
impact leaders can create when they 
remain connected to their roots. 

"She stands as a living example of 
what true community service means. 
Women like Lumonya are rare because 
they sacrifice their time, resources and 
influence to ensure vulnerable girls 
and children are given hope. Her 
commitment to Busoga should inspire 
many other leaders," be said. 

Over the years, Lumonya has built 
much of her- public service around 
supporting vulnerable children, 
especially girls from disadvantaged 
families in Busoga sub-region. 

Through her leadership at SOS 
Children's Villages Uganda and 
involvement ill education campaigns, 
she has mobilised scholastic materials, 
advocated better learning conditions 
and encouraged leaders to invest in 
needy learners. 

In districts such as Mayuge, Iganga, 
and Luuka, Lumonya supported 
initiatives aimed at helping girls 
stay in school despite poverty, early 
pregnancies and lack of necessities. 

She also participated in the Busoga 
Education Initiative, a campaign 
that sought to improve academic 

performance in some of the sub­
region's worst-performing schools 
through fundraising, mentorship 
programmes and rehabilitation of 
struggling schools. 

Speaking after her installation, 
Lumonya, revealed that her 
administration has already mobilised . 
significant resources to support 
maternal and child health, education 
and youth empowerment projects. 

"We have raised sh42m towards 
projects for my year in office, focusing 
on maternal and child health, 
education and youth employability," 
Lumonya said_ 

"In addition, through our proposal 
on promoting health, the Rotary 
Foundation approved a sh2.08b grant 
that is now being implemented across 
31 high-volume health facilities in 14 
districts across Uganda." 

According to Lumonya, the 
beneficiary facilities include 16 health 
centre IVs and 15 health centre ills 
under a partnership spearheaded by 
Rotary District 9213. 

She said Rotary District 9213, 
through Mama Toto Care and 45 
Rotary clubs across Uganda, is 
irnplementing the Rotary Global Grant 
'Empowering Families, Growing 
Futures' together with several 
stakehold~rs, including the health 
ministry and corporate partners. 


