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The GOYernment has launched 
a sh4b EU-funded project to 
tranSform agricultural education 
and promote green growth in 
Uganda's higher education 
institutions, 

The four-year initiative, known 
as the Proliferation of Local 
Expertise in the Development 
of Green Growth Economy 
(PLEDGE) project, seeks to 
support universities and tertiary 
institutions in developing 
curricula and improving 
teaching methods in agriculture, 
tourism and environmental 
studies. . 

GOVT LAUNCHES SH4B 
GRICULTURE PROJECT 

FOR UNIVERSITIES Turyaq'.yenda receiving a gift from Okwakol during 
the launch of the PLEDGE project at the NCHE offices 
in Kampala on Monday Funded under the European 

Union (EU) ERASMUS-EDU-
2025-CBHE . pi'ogramme, the 
project will run from February 
2026 to January 2030. It brings 
together 12 partners from, 
Uganda, Germany, Belgium and 
Serbia, including government 
ministries, universities and 
research institutions. 

The lead implementing 
institution is Mountains of 
the Moon University. Other 
Ugandan partners include 
Uganda Martyrs University, 
Bukalasa Agricultural College, 
the National Council for 
Higher Education (NCHE) 
and the ministries of education 
and agriculture. Internatiohal 

. partners include Hochschule 
Weihenstephan-Triesdorf of 
Germany, Universiteit Gent of 
Belgium, the Western .Balkans 
Institute and Univerzitet U 
Kragujevcu of Serbia, as well as 
Biosyntec Uganda SMC Limited. 

The PLEDGE project aims 
to position higher education 
institutions at the ' centre 
of Uganda's transition to a 
green economy by equipping 
educators and graduates with 
practical skills needed for 
sustainable development. The 

programme will focus on coffee, 
horticulture and tourism value 
chains, sectors considered to 
have high employment potential 
and significant environmental 
impact. 

According to project 
implementers, the llliUaUve 
seeks to bridge the gap between 
education outcomes and labour 
market demands by promoting 
competency-based training, 
work-based learning and dual 
education approaches. . 

Speaking at the launch 
held at NCHE headquarters 
on Monday, the permanent 
secretary in the Ministry of 
Education and Sports, Dr 
Kedrace Turyagyenda, said the 
project comes at a critical time 
when countries are increasingly 
focusing on sustainable 
economic transformation, 
climate resilience and 
environmental protection. 

"Uganda and the region 
are challenged to develop 
economies that create jobs while 
safeguarding the environment 
for future generations," she said. 
"The green economy presents 
enormous opportunities in 
climate-smart agriculture, 
renewable energy, green 

:HiY PROJECT 'HAS SElECtED 
Marko Stojanovic, the head of the training academy 
at the Western Balkans Institute, said the project was 
selected for funding because it addresses Uganda's key 
economic priorities. 

"The project will support restructuring and innovation 
of study programmes in coffee education, horticulture 
and tourism," he said. "These are among the major 
sectors the European Union is supporting in Uganda 
be-cause of their potential to create jobs and drive 
sustainable development." 

technologies, waste management 
and entrepreneurship." 

Turyagyenda said agriculture, 
which remains Uganda's 
largest employer, must be 
modernised through practical 
and competency-based training. 
She noted that government 
introduced competency-based 
learning in secondary schools 
in 2020 and the first cohort 
of learners under the new 
curriculum is now transitioning 
to S5 and S6. 

"The Minister of Education 
and First Lady directed 
universities and higher 
institutions of -learning to train 
lecturers and professors to 
deliver cod!petency-based 
education," she said. "What 

government wants are tangible 
results, not just theory on paper, 
but graduates with the capacity 
to solve problems," 

Turyagyenda added that 
institutions participating in the 
PLEDGE project will benefit 
from hands-on training and 
are expected to transfer the 
knowledge and skills acquired 
to other staff and institutions 
across the country. 

Dr Turyagyenda said 
universities must integrate 
practical learning into their 
programmes by engaging 
students directly with 
commuruUes and farms, She 
added that the project aligns 
with Uganda's Vision 2040, the 
National Development Plan and 

the Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

NCHE executive director Prof. 
Mary Okwakol said higher 
education institutions are 
increasingly expected to produce 
graduates who are innovative, 
adaptable and capable of 
addressing societal challenges 
such as climate change, food 
insecurity and unemployment. 

"These realities require us to 
rethink how we teach. conduct 
research and prepare learners 
for the future," she said. 
"Competency-Based Education 
and Training remains one of the 
most effective approaches for 
strengthening the relevance and 
quality of higher education." 

Okwakol said NCHE has 
already developed standards 
for implementing competency­
based training and is 
supporting institutions to build 
staff capacity. She added that 
the council will support the 
development of a national 
policy on greening sectoral 
skills in higher education and 
establish a Green Competence 
Framework to guide institutions. 

The vice-chancellor of 

Mountains of the Moon 
University, Prof. Pius Coxwell 
Achanga, said that despite 
agriculture employing the 
majority of Ugandans, youth 
unemployment remains high, 
partly because graduates lack 
practical skills. 

"Students of agriculture must 
spend more time on farms, 
understanding soils and solving 
real farming challenges," he 
said. 

"Training has remained 
too theoretical, yet 
agriculture requires practical 
experience." 

Achanga said the project will 
establish model farms where 
students will gain hands-on 
experience in production, 
record keeping, value addition 
and agribusiness management. 
He said, over 350 farms have 
been identified, with plans to 
develop at least 80 into training 
and placement centres. 

Achanga added that the project 
would also support innovation 
and entrepreneurship among 
students, particularly in areas 
such as coffee processing and 
value additl'on. 

Pan Africanists advocate continental values in education system 
duku 

'0 r,ed dependence on developed 
fiatio , Pan African advocates are 
t!fging stakeholders to embed the 
tontinent's. values of solidarity and 
cultural identity into education 
curricula, 

The call was made during the 
8th Inter University Symposium 
on Pan Africanism and Reparatory 
Justice under the theme, Pan African 
Intellectualism: The Urgency to Defend 
the Dignity and Future of the African 
People, 

Led by Papa Paul Jones Eganda, 
founder and global president of 
Aido International Network, a 
team of traditional leaders from 
the Caribbean and the Americas, 
convened at Makerere University to 
mark the 63rd African Liberation Day 
celebrations. 

Dr Shadat Ssemakula, a Pan African 

Papa Eganda (second-right) with his wife Queen Grace Eganda 
(right) alongside other Royal members at the event held at 
Makerere University 

scholar, highlighted the need for 
the education system to emphasise 
continental norms and values to 

inculcate the Pan African spirit in 
learners. 

"We find that most foreign countries 

dominate our Africanist ideology, 
We as universities need to come to a 
mutual ground with foreign funders 
of research so that we are part of the 
decision making, in as much as we 
may not have the resources," he said. 

Ssemakula decried the notion of 
fronting foreign ideaS in res~l!Ich and 
abandoning the Pan Africanist values 
which can go a long way in solving 
local problems. 

"During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we resorted to our local medicines and 
they did help us manage the disease. 
This is what should be happening 
other than basing on foreign issues," 
he said. 

Ssemakula encouraged the use of 
Alternative Dispute ResoiutiOli (ADR), 
which heavily taps into the traditional 
African ways of solving challengts, 
instead of waiting for the backlog of 
cases clogging courts, 

Prof. Henry Alinaitwe, the deputy 

vice-chancellor in 'charge of finance 
and administration at Makerere 
University, re-echoed the role of 
institutions promoting the Pan African 
doctrines among learners. 

"Our institutions of higher learning 
must rise to this responsibility 
by generating African-centred 
knowledge," he stated. 

Alinaitwe further noted that through 
research, collaboration and innovation, 
as well as cultural diplomacy, Africa 
has an opportunity to strengthen the 
intellectual and moral foundation of 
Pan-Africanism for present and future 
generations. 

Prof. Eria Hisale, a lecturer at 
Makerere University, recommended 
technological development and 
innovation as .the way to break 
the dependence syndrome, as the 
continent will be able to produce more 
of its own instead of heavily relying on 
foreign aid. 
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