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TIME TO TAME VULGARITY AMONG LEARNERS 
From page 19 

PROBLEM BEGINS BEFORE ClASSROOM 
J~h Musoke, a retired municipal 
eaucation officer in Kamuli district, 
says the problem often begins long 
before children step into classrooms. 

. "That issue comes in two-fold 
or even three-fold. One of them is 
upbringing at home, where some ' 
parents use vulgar language in front 
of their children or even direct it at 
them," he explains. 

Accordingly, ehiJdren tend to mirror 
what they are exposed to early in life. 

"We say schools teach knowledge, 
but homes teach understanding. If 
the foundation at home is weak, the 
school may not do much," Musoke 

Nyesigomwe emphasises the need for 
intentional parenting strategies that 
mirror the guidance children receive 
offline . • ~ 

"Monitor usage, be present, and 
even be friends with them on social 
platforms. More importantly, discuss, 
guide and offer feedback." 

Mable Nansubuga, a parent from 
Nakwero in Kasangati town council, 
Wakiso district, advises parents to be 
extremely vigilant. 

"My children don't use phones 
before house chores or their studies 
~nd television has a programme guide 
control." 

SOLUTIONS 
_ explains. Students doing research on the Internet. The Internet has been 

flagged as one of the sources of bad behaviour among learners 
Hadijah Mwanje, a digital expert at 
High Sound for Children, calls on 
social media companies to strengthen 
child protection systems by improving 
content moderation, enforcing 

,l?YeHOLOGICAL DIMENSIONS 
Beyond upbringing, Musoke 
highlights a psychological dimension 
that is often overlooked. 

"There are psychological aspects like 
fixation and that is why you find some 
children writing vulgar things on 
walls, using faecal matter or constantly 
using obscene language," he says. 

Such behaviour, he notes, may. 
begin with one individual but quickly . 
sl"reaqs through peer influence. 

On entertainment influence, Musoke 
acknowledges the growing impact 
of digital platforms, describIng social 
media as a major driver of vulgar 
expression among young people. 

"Social media is a great deal of 
U'iffigs you find online and'wonder 
how people even say them. But 
beCause others laugh and follow, 
children also take it as entertainment," 
he says. 

Musoke adds that the same 

influence is now visible in school 
events, where performances 
increasingly reflect what students 
consume online. 

"When you see a child dancing in 
a vulgar way, it reflects the kind of 
community we are becoming," he 
explains. . 

PARENTING IN DIGITAL ERA 
Lydia Nyesigomwe, the chief executive 
officer of Parenting and Early 
Childhood Care and Development, 
argues that many parents are 
struggling to keep pace with the 

.. changing environment in which 
children are growing up. 

"We are in an era where we need to 
upgrade our parenting roles because 
the world is moving at a fast pace. 

"If parents still think old solutions 
can addresS today's challenges, they 
are mistaken," she says. 

Nyesigomwe adds that social media 
has fundamentally reshaped how -
children interact,-learn and express 
themselves, often in ways that adults 
may not fully understand. 

"Children want to be seen, heard 
and get immediate feedback. They 
want to .stay informed about what is 
trending and do not want to be left 
behind," she explains. 

This need for visibility, Nyesigomwe 
notes, has introduced new forms of 
pressure that go beyond traditional 
peer influence. 

"Comments, likes, and followers 
have become a kind of validation, a 
yardstick for acceptance," she says. 

SILENCE AT HOME 
Nyesigomwe points out that one of the 
biggest gaps lies in communication 
between parents and children. 

"Social media has become a place 
~ 

where children ask all types of 
questions and get instant answers, 
questions they find difficult to ask 
their parents." 

"Unfortunately, many parents have 
failed to engage their children on 
issues like sex," she says. 

This communication gap, she adds, 
leaves children to rely on unfiltered 
online spaces for guidance, often 
exposing them to inappropriate 
language and content. 

The challenge is further complicated 
by the fact that parents themselves are 
navigating the same digital platforms 
sometimes without clear boundaries. 

"Parents are also struggling with 
social media, so they cannot preach 
what they do not practice." 

"Children are watching everything 
adults post They learn by example 
and begin to think that is the normal 
or 'in' thing to do," she notes. 

To address the' growing concern, 

age restrictions and creating safer 
recommendation algorithms. 

"Social media platforms have a 
major responsibility to create safer 
digital spaces for children," she says. 

"When harmful content is identified, 
it should be removed quickly and 
accounts promoting exploitation, 
cyberbullying, or dangerous trends 
should be restricted or banned." 

She also emphasised the importance 
of digital literacy programmes in 
schools to help children think critically 
about the content they consume 
online. 

She also advised parents to become 
more intentional about monitoring 
their children's digital lives through 
open communication and consistent 
guidance rather than relying entirely 
on technology. 

A
s the dust settles after 
the annual release of 
uruverslty government 
sponsorship 
beneficiaries list, 

Increase university government sponsorship slots 
a familiar cycle of anxiety 
..lJM heartbreak is gripping 
thousands of Senior Six leavers 
and their parents. Whereas 
many stUdents celebrate their 
success after the release of 
results, the excitment is often 
cut short by the harsh reality of 
exorbitant tuition at university 
and other tertiary institutions. 

Currently, the Government of 
Uganda sponsors only 4,000 
students annually to study 
in public universities. This 
figure has remained stagnant 
for many years despite a 
massive surge in the number 
of candidates qualifying for 
university education each year. 

It should be noted that the 
(' ~vernment increased the 
nUmber of students it sponsors 
for university education from 
2,000 to 4,000 after the 2001 
presidential elections and 
25 years later, the figure has 
remained the same. 

However, to ensure equity 

and fulfil the..Qromise of 
"protecting the gains" of UPE 
[Universal Primary Educationl 
and USE [Universal Secondary 
Educationl, increasing the 
quota to 10,000 students per 
year would be reasonable. 

The current sponsorship 
of 4,oQo students, split into 
3,000 for national merit and 
1,000 for the district quota, 
sports and disability schemes, 
is no longer reflective of the 
current prevailing educational 
landscape. 

According to the Uganda 
National Examinations Board, 
166400 candidates registered 
for the Uganda Adavanced 
Certificate of Education 
exams in 2025. Out of that 
figure, JI3.291 (68.6%) got two 
principal passes, a minimum 
requirement for admission 
to degree programme. This 
means that less than 45 of the 
learners benefited from the 
government sponsorship list of 

EDUCATlON 
EMMANUEL ANGODA 

the 2026/2027 academic year. 
If Uganda is to achieve 

its Vision 2040 goals of 
transforming into a modem 
and prosperous country, it 
cannot afford to leave 96% of 
its brightest minds behind. 
Remember, when these started 
Primary One, they were seven 
million. . 

One of the most compelling 
arguments for increasing the 

; j! 

sponsorship pool is the current 
geographical and economic 
imbalarIce. 

Data from the 2025/2027 
academic year reveals that 
government sponsorship has 
largely become a reward for 
the rich rather than a safety 
net for the poor. For example, 
Makerere University admitted 
1,364 students on national 
merit. Out of these, 730 
Cs3.5%) were female and 634 
(46.SO/0) were male. 

Most tellingly, 746 (54.7>10) 
were from central region, 300 
(22.0%) from western, 200 
(14.7>/0) from eastern, and 
only JI8 (8.7>/0) from northern 
region. As they say, the devil 
is in the details. So, expanding 
the number will enable other 
regions to benefit significantly. 

Furthermore, increasing 
the quota to 10;000 and 
coupling it with a policy to 
ring-fenCe slots for public 
schools, the government can 

ensure that taxpayer-funded 
scholarships reach the most 
deserving beneficiaries - the 
poor and vulnerable learners. 
This change would restore 
government schools to their 
central role and prevent private 
school proprietors from using 
results simply to market their 
high fees. 

Expanding sponsorship is 
not just about fairness; it is an 
economic necessity. Fulfilling 
Uganda's development 
agenda requires a workforce 
skilled in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM). Currently, the high 
cost of science-based degrees 
prevents many bright students, 
particularly girls, from entering 
technical fields. This leads to 
a high dropout rate where, 
the higher one goes in the 
education system, the fewer 
girls remain. 

Increasing the quota 
would allow for more robust 
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support for the "STEMinism" 
or "science" movement. It 
would enable the government 
to sponsor more students 
entering via the Higher 
Education Access Certificate 
(HEAC), a vital one-year bridge 
for students who obtained 
subsidiary passes at A'level, but 
have the potential to succeed in 
high-paying technical careers. 

Thus, increasing government 
sponsorship to 10,000 
slots is necessary. It would 
democratise access to higher 
education, address regional 
disparities and ensure that the 
gains of a student in a rural 
seed school are just as valid as 
one in an urban elite school. 

It is time to invest in the 
nation's future by making 
university education a reality 
for more than just the elite few. 

The writer is a teacher 
and an alumni of Mandela 
Washington Fellowship 


