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Clerk to Parliament Ad­
olfMwesige says absen­
teeism could cost the 
legislators their seats. 

New MPs warned against 
absenteeism~misconduct 

while avoiding conflicts of interest and 
corruption. 

"They must make decisions solely in 
the public interest,maintain a high de­
gree of integrity, be objective and ac­
countable,maximise openness andhon­
esty,"he said. 

Deputy Speaker ofParliament Thomas 
Tayebwa, who officiated at the orienta­
tion,pledged equal treatment for allMPs 
regardless of political affiliation and 
urged legislators to conduct themselves 
professimmlly. 

BY BUSEIN SAMILU 

N
ewly sworn-in members of the 
12th Parliament have been 
warned that absenteeism from 
House sittings without permis­

sion could cost them their seats. 
Speaking at the orientation pro­

gramme for the 12th Parliament, which 
commenced yesterday, Clerk to Parlia­
ment Adolf Mwesige cautioned the leg­
islators against missing sittings, citing 
constitutional pro~qIis. that req1,lire 
MPs to actively participate in parliamen­
tary business. 

Mr Mwesige said Article 83(lXd) of the 
Constitution and Parliament's Rules of 
Procedure provide that an MPwho miss­
es 15 consecutive sittings without writ­
ten jlennission risks losing their seat. 

"An MP must obtain prior written per­
mission from the Speaker or provide a 
satiSfactory explanation to the relevant 
parliamentary committee,"Mr Mwesi­
gesaid. 

Responsibilities. 
The people of Uganda 

"Master the Rules of Procedure if you 
are to become an effective legislat6r .. 
Each of us must be treated equally be­
cause they came with the mandate of 
the people,"Mr Tayebwa said 

He reminded members that Parlia­
ment carries a critical responsibility 
of representing citizens, legislating for 
good governance, overseeing govern­
ment activities, and ensuring proper 
stewardship of public resources. 

"The people of Uganda have entrusted 
us with an immense respollSlbility - to 
represent their aspirations, legislate for 
the good governance of our nation, pro­
vide oversight over the activities of the 
executive and exercise stewardship over 
public resources,"he said. 

He urged the legislators to thorough­
ly study the Constitution and the Parlia­
mentary Rules of Procedure, copies of 
which were distributed to all members 
attending the orientation. 

Members of Parliament register for the orientation. programme at Parliament 
yesterday. PHOTO/ABUBAKER LUBOWA 
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Mr Tayebwa added that Parliament is 
operating in an increasingly complex en­
vironment where citizens are more in­
formed and demands for accountabili­
ty are growing. "These developments de­
mand a Parliament that is adaptive, in­
novative,and responsive to the changing 
needs of society." The Rules of Procedure, established 

under i\rticle 94 of the 1995 Consti­
.tution, guide the operations of Parlia­
ment, induding debates, voting, com­
mittee work, ethical conduct, and legisla­
tive processes. The rules also define how 
MPs are expectecHo conduct themselves 

both within and outside Parliament in 
executing their constitutional roles of 
legislation, representation, appropria­
tion,and oversight. 

mit themselves to p16tecting the Consti­
tution, upholding the law, and acting in 
the public interest. 

tion, provide oversight 
over the activities of the executive 
and exercise stewardship over 
public resources." 

Thetlrree-dayorientationp~e 
is intended to help new MPs adjust to 
parliamentary work by familiarising 
them with the institutional culture, leg; . 
islative framework, and org~ational 
structure of Parliament. .. ~ - _ 

. Mr AdoIfreminded legislators that by 
takingthe ffith ofAllegiance;they COlIF 

Under the code of conduct, MPs are 
expected to demonstrate integrity, ac­
-countability,transparen~-ancthonesty 

- Thomas Tayebwa, Deputy Spea­
kerof-Parliament - -- ~-~--~~ 

Ililllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll1IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIiITlllllllllllllllllllillillllllllliliIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII11111111111111111111 

BY SYLVIA KATUSHABE 

KAMPALA. Media rights de­
fenders and journalists' bod­
ies have cautiously welcomed a 
pledge by newly elected Speak­
er of Parliament Jacob Mmsons 
Oboth, alias Oboth-Oboth, to fos­
ter a transparent relationship. 
with the media. 

They described the remarks 
as a potential turning point af­
ter years of strained relations be­
tween Parliament andjournal­
ists. 

In his maiden speech as Speak­
er of the 12th Parliament on 
Monday,Mr Oboth said the me­
dia should not be treated as an 
adversary but as a critical pillar 
of accountability and public ac-
cess to information. . 

His remarks appeared to sig­
nal a departure from the restric­
tive posture associated with the 
11th Parliament under former 
Speaker Anita Among, during 
whose tenure journalists from 
the Nation Media Group-Uganda 
(NMG-U) were blocked from ac­
cessing parliamentary proceed­
ings under unclear circumstanc­
es. 

Mr Joseph Beyanga, the secre­
tary general bfthe National As­
sociation of Broadcasters, said: 
"What has happened over the 
last couple of years, and if you 
check the World Index on Me­
dia Freedom, Uganda has been 
declining year after year. And I 
think at the moment we have 
one of the worst ratings. But what 
he said sounds exciting,given the 
background of where we came 
from" 

. Media welcome Oboth~s 
pledge rn press freedom 

"The test is always when it 
comes to the practjcal, when the 
different political interests start 
conflicting with the demand for 
accountability. That's when we 
see people behaving differently," 
headded. . 

Mr Beyanga said the media sec­
tor expects more than symbol­
ic openness, calling for reforms 
that promote press freedom, sus­
tainability, and improved fund­
ing for the industry. 

'Media is not 
the enemy' 
An objective and 
ethical media is 
not our enemy 
but e public's 
eyes and ears. 
When we close 

our doors to the 
media. negative perception 
is generated. If we are clean 
and doing a goodjob, why 
hide? 
- Jacob Marksons Oboth, 
alias Oboth-Oboth, Speaker 
of Parliament 

with the media, everywhere you 
go, if you do your job. You may 
not be chased from Parliament 
as Anita Among did, but there is 
bound to be a collision one way 
or the other,"Mr Ssemujju said. 

"Mr Oboth is an appointee 
brought by Museveni and his son. 
I highly doubt that he's going to 
create conditions that are differ­
ent from conditions obtained in 
the country,"he added. 

The Secretary General of the 
Uganda Journalists Association, 
Mr Emmanuel Kirunda, said: "As 
the media, we are open to dia­
logue and collaboration because 
we are not enemies of the State. 
We are not enemies of any other 
organs of government,like Parlia­
ment as it had been portrayed by 
the previous leadership." 

Meanwhile, Uganda Law Soci­
ety president Isaac Ssemakadde 
said Parliament's commitment 
to transparency would ultimate­
ly be measured by whether sensi­
tive parliamentary proceSses are 
opened to public scrutiny. 

"The proof of the pudding is in 
the eating. Will Speaker Oboth-

Veteran journalist and former Oboth finally open the proceed­
Kira Municipality MP Ibrahim ings' of the Appointments Com­
Ssemuiju Nganda said friction mittee to the media? Will he per­
between the media and political mit and facilitate public partici­
leaders is unavoidable in Uganda pation in the appointment pro­
whenever journalists pursue ac- cess? That's the litmus test for 
countability. open-Parliament in Uganda to-

"There will alwaysbe.prol?lems.. - c!ay;!4r SseIpakadde.sai£L . _._ 

~ StremmeFoundation 
~ FIGHTING POVERTY 

Str¢mme Foundation. founded in 1976. is a rights-based NCO aiming 
to eradicate poverty through provision of Qual ity Inclusive education 
and Life-Long learning. Provision of income generation and Job 
Creation opportunities. It op.erates in 9 countries. including Uganda. 
with a country office in Kampala and a field coordination office in Moyo. 
In Uganda. since 1994. Stromme, Foundation (SF) has implemented 
inclusive education and economic inclusion programs targeting the 
most marginalized communities. SF values are human d ignity. respect. 
justice and solidarity and implements a strong localization model by 
strengthening local partnerships with community-based organizations 
in close cooperation with local government and relevant Ministries. 
Departments and Agencies (MDAs). 

Stromme Foundation invites expression of interest from Independent 
Chartered Accountancy firms in Uganda to provide external audit 
services to the Uganda Country Office for the period 2026 to 2028. 
Affiliation with a reputable international accounting firm shall be of 
added advantage. 

Bid Submissions: 
Detailed Terms of Reference (TORs) and the application procedure can 
be-accessed through https://bit.ly!tor_external_audit. All requests for 
clarification should be in writing to the Country Director through 
Ugancla@Stromme.org indicating Expression of interest- External 
Audit. 

Late Submissions will not be considered. 

..~ 


