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Raise children who can 
survive without supervision 

r 

One of the greatest tests of parenting is not how children 
behave when adults are watchingthem,but how they be­
have when no one is present to monitor them. True par­
enting is not about controlling children every moment; 
it is about raising young people who can make wise deci­
sions even in the absence of supervision. 
Many parents today confuse pb¢ience with maturity.A 
child may appear disciplined simply because they fear 
punishment or because adults are nearby.Yet real charac­
ter is revealed in private moments. 

Modem parenting has increasingly become surveillance 
parenting. Some parents supervise every movement,in­
cluding on Ccrv, solve every problem,fight every battle, 
and make every decision for their children. While involve­
ment is important, gver-monitoring can weaken a child's 
ability to think,des;ide and function independently. 
Children who are never trusted with responsibility at a 
tender age into adulthood often struggle when theY even­
tually face life alone. 

The strongest form of discipline is self-discipline. Unfor­
tunately,many children are taught to avoid consequenc­
,es rather than to value principles. They behave well only 
because teachers are strid,parents are nearby, or cameras 
are watching. Once those controls disappear, their behav-
iour changes immediately. . 
Parents must intentionally teach children why val-
ues matter. Honesty should not depend on fear ofbeing 
caught Respect should not depend on who is present 
Hard work should not depend on supervision. When chil­
dren understand the purpose behind values, they begin 
developing convictions IDstead of temporary compliance. 
Children become responsible by practicing responsi­

bility. One of the biggest mistakes parents make is do­
mgeverything for their children in the name oflove. Yet 
over-dependence can quietly cripple growth. 
Children should gradually Jearn how to manage personal 
~,organize schedules,solve minor problems,complete 
assignments independently, and contnbute meaningful­
ly at home. These small responsibilities'prepare them for 
bigger life demands ahead.A child who never carries re­
sponsibility at home may struggle to carry responsibility 
in adulthood. Life will eventually demand resilience,initi­
ative, and accountability. 
Many parents rush to remove every discomfort from their 
children's lives. While protection is necessary, overprotec­
tion can prevent growth.Som~es children learn best 
through experiencing the consequences of poor choices. 
They need to learn that every choice they make has a con­
sequence they must own. 
A child who forgets an assignment may learn responsi­
bility through correction. A teenager who misus~ money 
may learn budgeting through a temporary shortage. Con­
stantly rescuing children from consequences mayunin­
tentionally teach irresponsibility. Wisdom in parenting is 
not removing every struggle but helping children learn 
through guided experience. _-

Children cannot develop maturity if they are never al­
lowed to make decisions. Parents should intentionally cre­
ate opportunities for children to think,choose,and eval­
uate outcomes. Age-appropriate decision-making builds 
confidence, Wisdom, and accountability. 
Simple choices about managing time,handling money, , 
resolving conflicts, or planning activities can help chil­
dren develop independent thinking. Parents should guide 
without controlling every outcome. The goal is to raise 
thinkers,not merely followers of instructions. 

Children who survive without supervision are usually 
guided by deeply rooted convictions. Rules alone are not 
enough. External rules may disappear, but interrutl val­
ues remain. Homes that intentionally nurture honesty,in­
tegrity,prayer, responsibility, respect, and self-control help 
children develop an inner compass. In a world filled with 
pressure and temptation, children need convictions that 
remain firm even when parents, teachers, or pastors are 
absent. Character built internally becomes protection ex­
ternally. 
The world will not constantly supervise our Children. 

Eventually, they will enter universities, workplaces,rela­
tionships;and communities where they must make inde­
pendent decisions daily. Parents, therefore,must prepare 
children not merely to succeed under authority, but to 
function wisely beyond it. Children who can survive with­
out supervision become adults who can be trusted with 
responsibility, leadership, and influence. 

Dickson Tumuramye, 
' . .u:...tumlB1ickson@gmail.com_ 
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The right to education is under 
threat in refugee settlements 

Education is a universal hu- ; 
man right protected under in­
ternational and National laws, ' 
includ4tg The 1951 Refugee 
Convention under Article 22, 
which guarantees the refugees 1 
rights to education; the Uni- . 
versal Declaration of Human , 
Rights (UDHR) under Article 26 

. speaks about the right to edu­
cation; The Convention on the 
Rights of a Child (CRC) under 
Article 28 and 29 speaks about 
protecting the rights of a child 
without discrimination, and the 
1995 Constitution of the Repub-
lic of Uganda , 

Every child, regardless of na­
tionality or background, de­
serve access to quality educa­
tion. However,for thousands of ' 
refugee children living in settle- I 

ments across Uganda, this right ' 
. remains difficult to fully enjoy. 

During a recent conference 
that brought together refugees 
from different camps in Ugan­
da, participants raised serious ' jor problem. In many schools, 
concerns about the challeng- a single classroom contains 
es affecting education in refu- 200 learners; too many for one 
gee communities. Their vok- , teacher to manage effectively. 
es revealed the growing gap be- This affects concentration, par­
tween the legal promise of edu- ticipation, and the overall qual­
cation and the reality faced by ity oflearning. Teachers are left 
refugee children every day. overwhelmed while students 

One of the major challenges struggle to receive enough at­
was the shortage of schools in , tentioninclass. 
refugee settlements. Existing Participants further noted 
schools are too few to accom- that there are very few private 
modate the large n\\IIlber of schools within refugee hosting 
learners. As a result, many chil- areas, and many refugee par­
dren walk long distances every ents cannot afford private edu­
morning to reach school. cation due to poverty and lim-

In some areas, students report- ited sources of income. This 
edly arrive as late as lOam be- leaves most families dependent 
cause of the distance they trav- on over stretched public and hu­
el on foot SUch journeys are ex- manitarian supported schools. 
hausting and contribute great- Another concern raised was 
lytoschooldropouts,especially the limited number of Ear­
among young children and girls. ly Child Development Centres 

Overcrowded classrooms (ECDs).Thesecentres are impor­
were also highlighted as a ma- tant in preparing young chil-

dren for formal education, yet 
. many operate with inadequate 

funding,few learning materials, 
and insufficient staff. Without 
strong early learning opportuni­
ties,many children begin school 
already disadvantaged. 

Refugees expressed concern 
about the continued use of out­
dated curricula and the lack of 
awareness within communities 
about the right to education. 
Many parents and children are 
not fully- informed about edu­
cational opportunities and pro­
tections available to them. This 
limits community involvement 
in advocating for better services. 

The challenges raised during 
the conference show that more 
effort is needed to protect the 
right to education for refugees 
in Uganda 

Government institutions, hu­
manitarian organisations, and 

development partners must 
increase investment in refu­
gee education by constructing 
more schools, recruiting more 
teachers, supporting ECD pro-

: grammes and strengthening 
, awareness campaigns within 

communities. 
Education gives children hope, 

dignity and an opportunity for 
a better future, refugee children 
should not be denied thus op­
portunity because of displace- , 
ment, poverty or conflict if the 
right to education is truly to be 
respected, then practical action 
must be taken to ensure that 
every refugee child has access 
to safe, accessible and quality 
learning. 

Atim Edith Labeja, 
Humanitarian ' 

What do you want the new KCCA administration to address? 

Joyce Kasozi, 
Market vendor 
Let them get us whereto 
wolk from. They chased us 
away from the city streets 
and yet this is where we were 
bonLIhavebeenvenqing 
clothes for 35 years now. 

EdWard Wandera, 
Tax consultant 
The new mayor: being an en­
gineer,I expect him to bring 
radical changes in infra­
structure planning for roads, 
drainage,railways and hous­
ing thatare developing in an 
unplanned manner. 

Livingstone Ssentongo, 
; - Human Rights Activist 

They should cater for every­
body living and working in 
Kampala and doing busi­
ness so that everybody feels 
tl)ey are part of the city and 
the business atmosphere 
should be the same. 

Dejene Bikima, 
Businessman 
When road projects start, 
they should ensure work is 
done day and night to com­
plete the projects in time 
and they should also ensure 
roads have service ducts to 
avoid cutting offinished 
roads. 
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