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SCHOOLS GIVEN ONE WEEKTO ENFORCE EBOLA SOPs 
By Mon~a:ll schools across 
~ must fully implement 

liliofa prevention standard . 
perating procedures (SOPs), 

We education ministry has 
ordered. 

The directive was issued 
by the ministry's permanent 
secretary, Dr Kedrace 
Turyagyenda, on Monday 
during the launch · of the 
Proliferation of Local Expertise 
in ·the Development of Green 
Growth Economy (PLEDGE) 
proteqa! the National Council 
for Higper Education offices in 
Kampala. 

Turyagyenda said all 
schools and institutions must 
urgently put in place the basic 
preventive · measures required 
to curb the spread of Ebola. 

"By the end of this week, 
all schools and institutions 
should have the basics that can 
help us ensure the SOPs are 
observed," she said, 

The directive comes as 
neighbouring . DR Congo 
continues to battle a deadly 
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A school security guard checking a student temperature at Busoga College Mwlrl on 
Monday_ The ministry has ordered schools to enforce SOPs 

Ebola Bundibugyo epidemic 
that has claimed more than 
200 lives. The World Health 
Organisation has since 
declared the outbreak an 
international public health . 
emergency amid fears that 
the virus may have circulated 

undetected for weeks before 
authorities confirmed the 
epidemic in eastern DR Congo. 

By press time the number 
of Ebola cases in Uganda 
had risen to seven after two 
cases of health workers were 
confirmed on Monday. 

Turyagyenda said the 
Government was particularly 
concerned because schools 
had just reopened and some 
institutions might not yet have 
fully prepared themselves to 
enforce the required health 
measures. 

SOPs 
Unaer the new 
directives issued by 
the health ministry of, 
schools are required to 
establish hand-washing 
facilities; screening. _ 
points and temporary 
isolation areas for 
suspected cases. 

Learners and staff · 
have-flso been advised 
against handshakes, 
huggf6g and sharing 
personal belongings. 

School administrators 
have further been 
instructed to' 
immediately report any 
learner or staff member 
showing Ebola-like 
symptoms to district 
surveillance teams and 
health authorities for 
rapid assessment and 
possible isolation. . 

She reminded Ugandans 
of the devastating effects of 
previous Ebola outbreaks, 

especially the 2001 and 2002 
epid~mics that left many 
families grieving. 

The permanent secretary 
noted that the health ministry 
had already shared Ebola 
prevention Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) with the 
education sector and urged all 
school administrators to strictly 
adhere to them. . . 

"We implore all head 
teachers, leaders of tertiary 
institutions and school 
managers to ensure these 
SOPs are followed. We want 
to stay alive and remain safe. 
It is cheaper to prevent than to 
treat," she added. 

AUTHORITIES PREPARED 
Despite the growing concerns, 
health authorities maintain 
that Uganda has the technical 
expertise and response 
systems necessary to contain 
the outbreak. 

Officials cite the country's 
previous successful responses 
to Ebola, Marburg' and other 
infectious disease outbreaks as 
evidence of its preparedness. 
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~h bers that DR Congo is reporting alerts or suspected cases," 
gr.wpling with, the health ministry's Atwlne (right) he noted. 
permanent secretary, D·i Diana .makes her The WHO representative, Dr 
Atwine, has appealed. remarks as Maria Roseline, who is the regional 

Atwine said DR Congo is grappling Kadilli (left) emergency director, said the national 
with an exponential number of ...... _ _ and another leadership is critical, but outbreak 
confirmed Ebola virus patients "~~ """'- official listen control is ultimately implemented at 
because there was a delay in detecting during the community health zone and district 
the disease. meeting to levels. 

"We need to be f;lst in whatever we strengthen Roseline further noted that countries 
are doing because each Ebola patient cross-border should 'also continue sharing capacity 
can have a multiplier effect," she said. containment where needed, including laboratory 

She made. the comments on and expertise. 
Saturday at Speke Resort Munyonyo surveillance "If the laboratory is available in 

. during a high-level meeting on strategies Uganda, there is no need for the DR 
cross-border coordination on the aimed at Congo to set up a second one on 
Bundibugyo Ebola virus outbreak in curbing the the same border. Logistics should 
DR Congo. spread of also share technical support and 

The meeting was held under Ebola at operational experience," she said 
the theme: Regional Solidarity, Speke Resort Kaseya commended President 
Preparedness and Co-ordinaJed ~ Munyonyo In Yoweri Museveni and Uganda 
Response. Kampala for accepting to host the regional 

Organised by · the World Health incident management support team 
Organisation (WHO) and the Africa The first case was confirmed on May interconnected because epidemics do coordination hub in Kampala. 
Centre for Disease Control and IS, after a 59-year-old Congolese BET'#4UN THE not respect borders. ·"This is exactly the kind of regional 
Prevention (Africa CDC), the meeting man who had crossed the border to ., The ministry's permanent "We do not want to see a third or solidarity and collective responsibility 
attracted senior officials and technical Uganda died of Ebola in a Kampala secretary, Diana Atwlne said DR fourth country affected. We do not we need to advance Africa's health 
experts from the health ministries of hospital on May 14. Congo is grappllnQ with an want to see this outbreak expand security and sovereignty agenda," he 
Uganda, DR Congo and South Sudan The EbQla Bundibugyo virus was further across our contirient or said. exponential number of 
to discuss solutions to the Ebola last seen in Uganda in 2007-2008 confirmed Ebola virus patle"ts beyond. The time to act is now," he Through this arrangement, 
epidemic. and in DR Congo in 2012. The because there was a delay in noted Kampala will serve as an important 

Atwiine welcomed ' cross-border current outbreak was first reported UNICEF's regional director for operational coordination platform 
effo.its to curb the spread of the on May 5, 2026, through social detectlnq the disease. eastern and southern Africa, Etleva bringing together the Africa CDC, 
disease. • media reports of an unusual cluster of Kadilli, highlighted the urgency in the WHO, UNICEF, health ministries ind ' 

"It is good they have welcomed us. deaths in Mongbwalu Health Zone, response. various humanitarian organisations 
We are going to cross over to DR Ituri Province in eastern DR Congo. cases and over 200 deaths. Luke Thompson Thoan Teny, supporting this response. 
Congo and work on the mechanism The province is characterised by minister of health of the Republic of The incident commander at the 
with the heahh teams," Atwine noted. high population mobility, active WHAT OTHERS SAY . South Sudan, described the meeting health ministry, Dr Henry Bosa 

As of yesterday, seven cases had mining activity and frequent cross- The director general of Africa CDC, as timely. -Kyobe, described the developments 
been recorded in Uganda, according border movements towards Uganda. Dr Jean Kasfya, said the i Ebola To advance the collective agend!l of as a good thing for the region d 
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