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Only authorised Ebola 

-~T'esponse teams, the 
humanitarian operations, 
food and cargo transpor­
tation and security per­
sonnel will be allowed to 
cross the border. 

Uganda-DRe bord~r closed:;, I 
after Ebola cases ·Illcrease .; 

BY JANE NAFULA 

U
ganda has temporarily closed its 
border with the Democratic Re­
public of Congo (DRC) follow­
ing the.. escalating cases of Ebo­

la virus diseaSe 'ip'bRC, the Ministry of 
Health has announced. 

- Dr Diana Atwine, the Permanent Sec­
retary in the Ministry of Health, said 
whereas the total number of Ebola cas­
es in Uganda is still at seven and the in­
itial index case that died, the escalation 
of the deadly viral disease in the neigh­
bouring DRC has warranted Uganda to 
close the border for about four weeks to 
minimise the risk of cross-border infec­
tions. 

"The continued escalation in the scale 
of the Ebola outbreak in the ORC and 
the challenges that are associated with 
cross-border movements between DRe 

_ and Uganda has led to a high risk of the 
.. ...:::- spread of Ebola into Uganda. The Na-

. tional Task Force that sat this morn­
ing (Wednesday May 27), which was 
chaired by the Vice President,Ms Jessica 
Alupo, agreed that Uganda is temporar-

'-- ily closing the border with the DRe with 
- irnInediate effect," Dr Atwine, who was 

accompanied by some of the Nation­
al Ebola Task Force members and sen­
ior offi~ from the Ministry ofHealth, 
told journalists during a press briefing 
held at Uganda Media CentreinKampa­
la yesterday. 

She added that only authOJised. Ebola 
response teams, the humanitarian op­
erations,food and cargo transportation 
and security personnel will be allowed 
to cross the border, but shall be subject­
ed to strict health screening. 

"We have a locator form that we are 
using now at the border and also at the 
entry points, both at airports and at the 
border. These locator forms will have 
detailed information and require that 
everx traveller must document th~ir 

paIi.iculars and where they are going. 
Those who are coming from the DRe 
are tasked with isolating themselves for 
21 days, " she said. 

She added that the schoolS. ill border 
districts will remain open. . • . 

However, she said they must strictly 
observe all the Ministry ofHealth stand­
ard opei'ating procedures (SOP). 

"School authorities are directed to 
identify all students who have come 
from the DRC and have entered the 
school, especially for boarding institu­
tions. Students must be monitored in 
terms oftemperature daily for 21 days ' 
because the incubation period for Eb-' 
ola is 21 days. Day scholars from Congo 
are advised to stay home." 

Dr Atwine said district officials should 
designate a particular health facility 
where students who have developed 
symptoms can betaken care of 

"Why are we emphasising the tem­
perature? When students come to these 
schools with no symptoms, they are not 
infectious at that point.However, when 
they start developing symptoms like fe­
ver, abdominal pain, headache, general 
weakness, vomiting, diarrhoea, they are 
highly infectious. That's why we need to 
monitor these students for 21 days," she 
said 
All residence district commissioners 

and resident city commissioners and 
their deputies have also been tasked 
with ensuring the implementation and 
the enforcement of allEbola prevention 
and control guidelines that have been 
issued by the Minister ofHealth and the 
National Task Force such as sanitising, 
regularly washing hands and avoiding 
crowded areas,among others. 
In addition, all media houses have 

been asked to dedicate at least 30 min­
utes of prime-time programming dai­
ly to public education and sensitisation 
OIiEbola prevention, detection and re­
porting. 

"We are going to issue statutory in­
struments regarding this. The public 
is asked to remain calm, vigilant and 
strictly adhere to all the Mipistry of 

Dr Diana Atwine, the Permanent Secretary of the Health Ministry, briefs 
joumalists at Uganda Media Centre in Kampalayesterday. PHOTO/STEPHEN 
OTAGE 

Health guidelines.Any enquiries or sus­
pected Cases should be reported imme­
diately to our n~ health facility or 
through our Ministry ofHealth toll-free 
line,"Dr Atwine said , 

, She encouraged members of the pub­
, lic to report anyone who presents with 
, symptoms that are Ebola-like, adding 
, that the government further reaffirms 

its commitment to sustained collabora-

tion with the GovernmentofDRC in the 
Ebola fight. 
' ''We had a bilateral engagement on 
Saturday, where both countries agreed 
to strengthen cross-border collabora­
tion, enhance the joint surveillance 
mechanism and coordinate response 
efforts to effectivelyprevent and control 
the spread of Ebola across our' shared 
border. Uganda remains committed to 
continued cooperation and informa-

, tion sharingto safeguard the health and 
safety of the people of our countries," 

, shesaid ' -
As of May 25, the DRC had rePPI1ed ' 

more than 100 confirmed cases, with, 
10 confirmed deaths, while more than-
900 suspected cases and 220 ~ 
deaths have been reported. :.' "~ 

The Bundibugyo strain ofEbola began 
in the Ituri Province of the DRe, but has 
spread into North and South Kivu prov, 
inces,as well as into Uganda 

According to the Ministry of Health, 
the Ebola VIrUS Disease (EVD) is a se­
vere, highly infectious and often fatal 
ailment. 

The disease spreads through direct 
contact with blood, body fluids~ secre­
tions or contaminated materials from 
an infected or deceased person. 

Human-to-human transmission can 
occur rapidly, especially in settings, 
where there is close physical contact/in­
teraction, poor hygiene practices, over- -
crowding and inadequate infection pre-

' ventionandcontrolm~ . 

EBOLA~LlKE SYMPTO-M~ 
. ............................ ................. . 

• .. .... . '_. c 

! ' . Sudden fever 
• Weakness/fatigue-
• Vomiting . ..;:. ... 
• Diarrhoea 
• Chest pain 
• Unexplained bleeding 
• Yellowing of the eyes and a se­
vere headache. 
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Wakiso residents accuse Judiciary of delayedjustice, missing court files · 
'1· since 2014 without obtainingjustice. tions?"l!e asked tearfully. 

"I reported a land case to court in 2014, Another resident, lytrJbrahim Sseg-
BY NOELINE NABUKENYA 

. and to date,I am still s.eekihgjilstice.I ; uyae>fKkungu,~dhis'coUrt:fileregard-
WAKISO. Residents ofWiliso District • am en old man who fs about to' die, but' - , ing alleged.illegal transfers on his land ti­

have accused the Judicicu:y of del,ayiflg '. they cannot even l!aVe IJlercY .on me,"Mr. :, tle disappeared sholtIy after he filed the 
justice delivery and frustrating'litigants . Ssembatyasaid . .. case in Matugga last year. :-
through prolonged court processes. This ~,r AcCording to documents filed before He said despite repeatedly following up 
is particularly in land-related disputes the WakisoChiefMagistrate's Court, Mr with' court aufuprities, the file has never 
that have dragged on for years without Ssembatya claims ownership of Block beenrecovered _ 
resolution. 244 Plot 21 in Busiro Coun~ Wakiso Dis- Mr Frank MuyUnbwa also complained 

The concerns were raised on Tuesday trict registered in the names of Julayina of delays in the handling ofhis land dis-
during the Wakiso High Court Open Day Najuka, the mother ofMukasa Fred Kise- pute, which he reported in 2022. , 
~held at the court premises in Nabweru kka, who also claims ownership. He said the matter was later trans- ' 

,;'- -under. the theme, "Justice that Listens, Mr Ssembatya alleged that the land- ferred to Nabweru Chief Magistrate's 
Serves and Resolves."The event was pre- owners had agreed to allocate him one Court, where it has rem.<iined unresolved 
sidectOVer by Chief Justice Flavian Zeija acre out of the nine-acre piece of land, for two years. "I request the inspector of 

Several residents narrated experienc~ but later reneged on the agreement and courts to visit local courts frequently be-
es of delay~ rulings,missing court files denied him access to the kibanja cause they abandon our cases and don't 
andfinanciallosses ipcurred while pur- "I have spent a lot of money paying communicate with us on the way for-
suingjustice in courts of law. the lawyer who has represented me ward,"MrMuyimbwasaid 

Mr Livingstone Ssembatya, a resident since then. I was evicted from my kiban- Mr Godfrey Mulondo, a resident ofLu-
ofKaasangombe in Wakiso Town Coun- ja Where should we seekjustice if even bya-Munaku, said his land dispute has 

e It d:il, said he.has been battling a land case courts are not serving us to our ~ movedthroughseveral courts since 2015 

without resolution. 
"The case was first taken to Kakiri court 

then transferred to the High Court Land 
Division before being taken to Wakiso 
High Court I Want my case to behandled 
and the issues resolved becauseI cannot 
use.myplotatthemoment,"hesaid -... 

The concerns were echoed by Nansa­
na Municipality MP Zambaali Bulasio 
Mukasa, who criticised delays in the jus­
tice.system and called for urgent inter­
vention. 

"A person waits for years, and at the 
end, they are denied justice. Let's see 
where the issue is andhave it addressed," 
Mr Zambaali said 

He also expressed concern about pro­
longed detention without trial in pris­
ons across the country, blaming it on 
delayed court hearings and inadequate 
staffing in the Ju9iciary. 

The head of the Wakiso High Court Cir­
cuit, Justice Sarah Langa Sill, acknowl-

edged the growing case backlogj:eveal­
ing that since the court's establishment 
~n June 5,2025, it has registered 5,473 
cases:She said 1,322 cases have been dis­
posed of, while 4,151 remairi pending, 
withland disputes accountmgfor54per-
cent of the batldog. , 

Chief Justice Zeija attributed the de­
lays to staffing shortages andihadequate 
funding for the Judiciary. 

-"Wehaveonly88HighCourtjuageso~ 
of the required 150 judges. Here at waki­
so High Court, we are supposed to have 
fourjudges, but have only one because of 
funds,"Justice Zeija said . 

He appealed to legislators,includingMr 
Zambaali, to advocate increased funding 
to the Judiciary to improve justice deliv­
ery. 

"We have,foryears operated on only 0.3 
percent of the national budget.Recen~ 
there was a slight increment to 0.6 per­
cent, but it is still insufficient,".he said. . 
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