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Vigilance in schools, communities key to stopping Ebola spread 
UGANDA'S decision to give schools until Monday to 
fully implement Ebola prevention standard operating 
procedures is both timely and necessarY. With the 
neighbouring DR Congo still battling a deadly Ebola 
Bundibugyo epidemic that has claimed hundreds of lives, 
the risk of cross-border spread is real. 
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Early detection and rapid isolation remain Uganda's 

strongest weapons against an outbreak spiralling out of 
control. 

What gives weight to this directive is Uganda's track 
record. The country has, over the years, built a reputation 
for containing Ebola and other epidemic threats through 
decisive, community-based responses. From the 200'0 ' 

Gulu outbreak to more recent flare-ups, the lesson 
The World Health Organisation has already declared .• ':!. 
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,has been cCmsistent: speed, co-ordination, and public 
compliance save lives. The current school directive draws 
directly from that experience. It is not a panic measure; it 
is a calibrated step rooted in institutional memory. 

That is why the Government's directive to establish 
hand-washing facilities, screening points, and temporary 
isolation areas for suspected cases, is not excessive, but 
rather the bare minimum for responsible preparedness. 

small behavioural adjustments with outsized impact in 
breaking transmission chains. 

However, directives on paper mean little with.out 
execution. Headteachers, boards of governors, and 
district education officers must treat Monday's deadline 
as firm. Parents, too, have a role to play. They should 
reinforce hygiene practices at home and ensure children 
understand why these rules matter, without stoking fear 
or stigma. While misinformation tends to spread faster 
than viruses in such moments, schools must be spaces of 
calm, factual guidance. 

The measures themselves are practical and proven. 
Learners and staff have been advised against hugging, 
handshakes, and sharing personal belongings. These are 

More importantly, the directive requires immediate 
reporting of any learner or staff member showing Ebola­
like symptoms to district surveillance teams and health 
authorities. 
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e proposed Cabinet list signals that a 
gradual political transition is unfolding 
quietly within the structures of 
Government, Parliament, and even the 
security forces. 

. This week, President Yoweri Museveni 
proposed 83 individuals to serve as vice­
president, prime rnirllster, ministers, and 
ministers of state in the new government. They 
now await parliamentary vetting before formally 
assuming office. .. 

A close examination of the proposed Cabinet 
reveals a striking reality: a small fraction of 
the nominees is directly associated with the 
Luwero bush war or the immediate post-I986 
period when the National Resistance Movement 
(NRM) took government. Only about 10% of the 
proposed ministers can Ite directly linked to the 
historical struggle that ushered the NRM into 
power. The overwhelming majority are political 
actors who entered public life long after the 

Propose~ Cabinet 
list reveals gradual 
poliical transitio 

liberation war years. 
The trend highlights one of the NRM's 

enduring political strengths; its ability to 
continuously absorb, promote and reposition 
new actors within its power structure. Over 
the years, individuals from different political reflecting how'a younger generation is steadily 
backgrounds, including the opposition, have entering Uganda's political leadership. There is 
risen to influential positions within the system, a steady decline in the number of leaders who 
helping sustain both the Movement and directly participated in the bush war that brought 
Museveni's longevity in power. the NRM to power in 1986. Although no formal 

Former Speaker of Parliament Anita Among declaration of transition has been made, the 
i~ one such example. She previously belonged changing composition of leadership increasingly 

. to the opposition Forum for Democratic points in that direction. 
Change (FDC) before rising through the Among the proposed ministers, Dr Crispus 
NRM establishment to become Speaker. Kiyonga stands out as the only figure who served 
Her predecessor, Jacob Oulanyah, had roots in the first Cabinet formed immediately after the 
in the Uganda People's Congress (UPC). NRM captured power in I986. At the time, 
Such transitions illustrate how the NRM has he served as minister of co-operatives 
consistently widened its political base beyond its and marketing. Four decades later, 
original liberation core. he has been proposed as Second 

The proposed Cabinet, therefore, reflects both Deputy Prime Minister and Deputy 
continuity and renewal. While several historical Leader of Government Business in 
figures remain prominent, nearly 30 nominees Parliament. 
are entering ministerial office for the first time. Rebecca Kadaga is another 
Some represent a younger political generation prominent historical figure who 
like Justine Nameere (Masaka City Woman continues to occupy a central role in 
MP), who reflects the gradual reshaping of the government leadership. 
Movement's leadership profile. She entered national politics 

There are also signs of generational transition through the National Resistance 
within political families. Sanjay Tanna, the trade Council, Uganda's Fifth 
miRister, served as MP for Tororo Municipality Parliament, before 

Speaker and later Speaker of Parliament. She 
has now been proposed as First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of East African Affairs. 

Janet Museveni, proposed as Minister of 
Education and Sports, also remains one of the 
enduring figures associated with the liberation 
period 1hrough her close involvement alongside 
Museveni during the struggle years. 

Other historical figures proposed for Cabinet 
include Kahinda Otafiire, designated Minister 
for Water and Environment; Jim Muhwezi, 
designated Minister for Security; Henry 
Tumukunde, designated Minister for Gender, 
Labour and Social Development and Tom 
Butime, designated Minister for Tourism, 
Wildlife and Antiquities. All participated in.the 
bush war. 

Magode lkuya equally belongs to the older 
generation of NRM ideologues. Before joining 
the Movement, he had been a member of the 
UPC before later joining FRONASA, the Front 

for National Salvation, led by Museveni 
during the struggles of the I970S and early 

1980s. After 1986, Ikuya became one of 
the intellectual figures associated with the 
NRM Secretariat 

Bright Rwamirama also belongs to the 
historical group. He participated in the 
bush war, later became a paymaster in 

the National Resistance Army (NRA), 
now the Uganda People's Defence Force 

(UPDF), before retiring from the military 
in 2001 and joining elective 

politics. 

not directly participate in the armed struggle. 
Her husband, Amama Mbabazi, played a central 
role as the external co-ordinator of NRA activities 
based in Nairobi during the war years. 

Hillary Onek, designated general duties 
minister with no links to the bush war, joined 
politics in 2000 after a long professional career 
as an engineer and lecturer. Gen. Katumba 
Wamala, to be the public service minister, 
followed a different path from the bush war ' 
fighters . He was integrated into the NRA in 1986, 
having been a soldier in the Uganda National 
Liberation Army since 1980. 

Besides the historical figures, the majority 
of the proposed ministers belong to a newer 
political class that entered leadership long after 
the liberation struggle. In many ways, they are 
gradually replacing the historical actors who 
dominated NRM for decades. 

The transition is not lirrtited to the Cabinet 
alone. Parliament itself is now dominated by 
MPs with no direct connection to the liberation 
struggle. Some were either born after the war or 
were too young to participate in the events that 
shaped the rise of the NRM. 

Consequently, references to the Luwero 
struggle increasingly carry symbolic and 
historical significance rather than direct political 
experience for many legislators. Even the current 
Speaker of Parliament entered politics only 
ill 20ll, while his deputy, Thomas Tayebwa, 
previously emerged from the FOe. 

The UPDF has undergone a similar 
transformation. Most of the historical military 
figures associated with the bush war and the 
early years of the NRM Government have since 
retired from aCtive service. Today's military is 
largely commanded and staffed by officers and 
soldiers who were not part of the liberation 
struggle. 

Nevertheless, the legacy of Luwero remains 
deeply embedded within both the military and 
the NRM. References to the bush war, the origins 
of the NRA, and the ideological foundations of 
the NRM continue to shape institutional identity 
and political messaging. 

Whether formally acknowledged or not, the 
signs of transition are pecoming increasingly 
visible. The proposed Cabinet, the changing 
composition of Parliament, and the evolving 
character of the UPDF all point towards a 
gradual shift from the old liberation generation to 

betv'{eeo 2006 and 2016. , .. , _,. , p.!iiI}g W9Qgh, 
Jacqueline Mbabazi 
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Today, his son, Shyam Tanna, occupies the ministerial positions 

same parliamentary seat in the I2th Parliament, to become Deputy 


