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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

The Secretary General of the Patriotic leagiJe of Uganda(PlU), Mr David Kabanda, on new Cabinet: 
"We are unhappy as PLU. Our members were largely demoted or literally put on katebe." 

Cartoon. Among the notable persons dropped out of Cabinet is long-serving Finance minister MatiaKasaija. 

Ebola: Let~s keep 
. our schools safe 

A 
cross the COtllltry, children returned to school for their sec­

. ond term of study this week. Unlike other terms, this time 
there is 'more worry beyond the .fe~s and school require-
ments. .. . • 

The COtllltry mces a delicate and urgent responsibility: ensur­
ing that education continJles without expQsing learners to the 
growing threat ofEbola, while at the same time rniI)imising pan-
ic across the COtllltry. . 

The escalating ~)Utbreak in neighbouring Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, where more than 900 cases have been confirmed, 

_ with more than 220 deaths, and the increasing risk of cross-bor­
der transmission into Uganda demand vigilance, not only from 
government authorities but from pareJ1.ts, teachers, religious 
leaders,and communities. 

. . Children are among the most vulnerable during public health 
emergencies, not.only because of their age but because schools 

and social gafuerings naturally involve 
. close interaction, shared facilities, and· 

The issue: . 
Ebola 

frequent physical contact. . 

O.urview: 

' . Uganda lias handled Ebola outbreaks . 
before, and one Of the COtllltry's great­
est streilgths pas always been early pre-

. . vention and.pUblic cooperation. There­
fore,schools must strictly enfo~eMinis­
try ofHealth guidelines, including regu­
lar. hand washing, temperature sere.en- . : 
ing, sanitation of classtopms and dor-
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The fight against 
Ebola will not 

. mitories, and ¢unediate repo$g of 
any suspected symptoms. Teachers and 
'school administrators should not treat 
·these measures as routine instructions; 
but as life-saving responsibilities. . 
. The Health ministry has already 
warned that activities proplOting"close' 
plwsical interaction, uncontrolled 
crowd'mixing and uimecessarY move-

. ment" could facilitate rapia transmis­
sion if an infected person attends Sjlch 
gatherings. 

Children showing signs of fever, weak- . 
~ ness,vomiting,orWlusual illness should 
never be sent to school. At the same time, social gatherjngs such 
as concerts, festivals, sports activities, and crowded celebrations 
must be approached with caution. While public life ma't not com- . 
pletely stop, unnecessary exposure during an active outbreak can 
quickly reverse the gains Uganda has made in controlling previ­
ous epidemics. 

The governplent's decision to keep schools open vihile tighten~ 
ing preventive measures reflects an tlllderstanding that educa­
tion must cootiIi.ue. However, keeping schools operational will 
only sutceed if prevention remains consistent and serious at 
every level. . . 

be won by 
govei'nment 
directives alone, 
but by eve" . , 
decision::> rm .,,; . 
in homes, . 
classrooms, 
churches, 
markets, and 
public spaces 
across the 
country. 

The media,religious institUtions,and local leaders must intensi· 
fy public awareness campaigns, especially among yOtlllg people, 
who may tllldere¢mate the dangers ofEbola.Fear and misinfor­
mation can spreadjUst as fast as the virus itself 

Uganda cannot: afford compla~ency. Protecting children in 
schools and communities is not only a health priority but a na­
tional duty. The fight against Ebola will not be won by govern­
ment directives alone, but by everyday decisions made in homes, 
classroorns,churches,niarkets,and public spaces across the COtlll-
try. ' . • 

Our commitment to you 
• We pledge: 

• To be accurate and fair irT all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuitofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and deCision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitn;]ents. . 

... 

West Nile has been left behind . 

A
. cross the cotllltry,regional power . 

. blocs .and interest groups have cele· .. 
brated retention of key Cabinet posi­
tions,consolidation of influence, and 
their ability to safeguard·hard-won 

. political and developmental territo­
ry.But as the rest ofUganda is protecting its 

: . gains,one region- West Nile-is tlllmistak' 
ably losing . ~ 
For the first tin;e in 40 years, west Nile has 

missed a full Cabinet position. The~ 
.government has historically balanced tl1e 
national boat with considerable skill, yet 
our own cornerstone-the long-serving 
Second Deputy Prime Minister,Rt Gen Hon 
Moses Ali-bas been dropped from the 
Cabinet We recognise that he appe;rred 
tired,and his retirement from active Cabi­
net duty is not itself the deepest concern. 

The problem is the absence of any replace­
ment from West Nile. For decades, Gen Mo­
ses Ali was not merely a minister,he was the 
senior Cabtnet face of West Nile. 

He carried the hope, the voice, and the rep­
resenta~on ofQver 3.7 million Ugandans _ . 
from Arua,Madi-Okollo, Terego,Koboko, 
Maracha, Yumbe,Moyo,Adjumani,Obongi.. 
Pakwach,Nebbi,ZOmbo,and beyond. When 
Gen Ali sat in Cabinet, the sub-region had 
a heartbeat at the highest table of nation-
al decision-making. That heartbeat has now. 
gone silent. With hiS departure, the arith-

- metic of representation hecame a national 
embarrassJIlent. Several of our experienced 
State ministers have been dropped. 

. West Nile is not tlllgrateful for the new fac­
es appointed. We acknowled{!je and wel­
come them. However, their appointment 
does not solve the problem of critical tlll­
der-representation. The 3.7 million people, 
many of whom are' voters; 1:ajq>ayers, and 
patriots"":'cannot be reduced to only sixjlin· 
lor ministers while other sub-regions with 

• smaller populations hav~ multiple full mln­
ister slots. 

Consider the following tlllcomfortable 
truth: West Nile is the largest refugee-host­
ing region in East AfricaFor.decades, we 

In Uganda's political 
arithmetic, if you are 
not at tQ,e table, YQlt'~ 
are on the·menu. , . 

Anzo WiJljamAdiga, 
. Regionru balance 

have opened our land,our water sources, 
our forests, and our health facilities to htlll­
dreds ofth0usands of refugees from South 
SUdan and the Democratic Republic of Con­
go.Bidibidi Refugee Settlement was once 
the iargest refugee camp in the world. Even 
today, after reconfigurations,it remainS .. -
among the largest. The h.ospitality of the 
West Nile people is legendary. . 

We have shared bur meagre resources with 
the displaced, often while our own schools 
remained tlllderfunded, our own roads u.n­
paved, and our own health centres lacking 
essential medicines. 
. Yet, despite this unmatched hum?Iritarian 
burden,not a single State minister for Disas­
ter Preparedness or Refugees has been ap­
pointed from West Nile. Is that not a strange 
rewaroforhospitalityr . 

West Nile has been left behind for over 
four decades. 40 yearS later, the goal of eq~ 
uitable distribution of power and res<;>urc­
es remains incomplete. Here is a. stagger-
ing fact: in 40 years of the NRM govern­
ment, West Nile has never produced a sin­
gle'Permanent Secretary. In Uganda's politi­
cal arithmetic, if you are not at the taole, you 
are on the menu . . 

Today, West Nile competes with Karamo· 
ja for the worst position on nearly every hu­
man development index. We are at the bot­
tom in poverty rates,maternal mortali-
ty, child malnutrition, access to clean wa: 
ter,and secondary school co~pletion rates. 

This is not because the W~ Nile lacks po­
tential. We have fertile land, cross-border 
trade opportunities with DRC,South SUdan, 
and CAR, ahundantminerals, and a hard­
worlcing population. The problem is politi-
cal exclusion. . 
In the early 1970s, West Nile and North- . 

em Uganda were home to sbm~ ofth~best 
schools in East Africa.These were centres of . 
academic excellence. Those gains have been 
systematically reversed. Today, they have di­
lapidated infrastructure, poorly motivated 
teachers, and poor examination results; 

Dear Mr President, tlie 2030 SUstainable 
Development Goals are fast approaching. 
We are only a few years away from the tar­
get date. On most health indicators-mater­
nal mortality,neonatal mortality,immuni­
sation coverage,skilled birth attendance-'­
West Nile is where Uganda was in 201.0. We 
are a full decade-anda halfbehind the rest 
of the COtllltry. 

I would humbly propose a structural solu· 
tion: the creation of a.State minister for . 
West Nile Affairs withiI:!. the Office of the 
Prime Minister. This minister would have a 
singular mandate!-to unlock the untapped 
potential of West Nile. Our natural resourc­
es,including gold,limestone, and other min­
erals,remain largely tlllexploited, 

Our agricultural potential,from cocoa, cof- . 
fee and grotllldnuts to rice and livestock,is 
barely half-realised.ZOmbo has some of the . 
world's finest quality coffee, and ZOka Forest 
remains home to wild coffee that is drought 
resistant. 
• Our cross-border trade with the Democrat­
ic Republic of Congo, South Sudan, and the 
Central African Republic is h~pered by . 
poor roads and bureaucratic bottlenecks. 

. I write this not as an enemy of the gov­
ernment or the President. We ask' only for 
what is fair-rep'resentation that reflects 
our population, our contribution to nation­
al peace, our hospitality to refugees,.and our 
potential to drive Uganda's next phase of 
growth. 

Anzo William Adiga, medical doctor, 
I,.ecturer at Muni University and fonner 
health leader in Uganda Medical Association 
anzoism2008@gmail.com 
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