Ebola: Let’s keep
our schools safe

cross the country, children returned to school for their sec-

- ond term of study this week. Unlike other terms, this time
there is more worry beyond the fees and school requlre
ments.

The country faces a delicate and urgent respon51b1hty ensur-
ing that education continues without exposing learners to the
: gmwmg threat of Ebola, while at the same time minimising pan-
" icacross the country.

The escalating outbreak in nelghbounng Democratic Repubhc
of the Congo, where more than 900 cases have been confirmed,
. with more than 220 deaths, and the increasing risk of cross-bor-
der transmission into Uganda demand vigilance, not only from
government authorities but from parents teachers, religious
leaders,and communities.
Children are among the most vulnerable during public health
emergenaes not only because of their age but because schools
and social gatherings naturally involve

close interaction, shared facilities, and-

frequent physical contact.
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it before, and one of the country’s great-
=008 est strengths has always been early pre-
Our view: - . - vention and public cooperation. There-
The ﬁght against fore,schools must strictly enforce Minis-

Ebola will not larharid washing, temperature screen-

. Uganda has handled Ebola outbreaks -

try of Health guidelines, including regu-

be won by ing, sanitation of classrooms and dor-
government . mitories, and immediate reporting of
directives alone, any suspected symptoms. Teachers and
but by eve ‘'school administrators should not treat
decisicns mai.  these measures as routine instructions,
in homes b B b aviberes asae e
olaosne Ol,n & .The Health ministry has already
4 ; warned that activities promoting“close
churches,

markets, and
public spaces
across the

phy51ca1 interaction, uncontrolled
crowd mixing and unnecessary move-

. ment” could facilitate rapid transmis-

sion if an infected person attends such
gatherings.

country.

ness,vomiting,or unusual illness should
never be sent to school. At the same time, social gatherings such

as concerts, festivals, sports activities, and crowded celebrations

must be approached with caution. While public life may not com-
pletely stop,unnecessary exposure during an active outbreak can
quickly reverse the gains Uganda has made in conn'o]]mg previ-
ous epidemics.

The government’s decision to keep schools open while tighten-
ing preventive measures reflects an understanding that educa-
tion must continue. However, keeping schools operational will
only succeed if prevention remains con51stent and serious at
every level.

The media,religious institutions,and local leaders must intensi-
fy public awareness campaigns, especially among young people,
who may underestimate the dangers of Ebola. Fear and misinfor-
mation can spread just as fast as the virus itself.

Uganda cannot afford complacency Protecting children in
schools and communities is not only a health pnonty but ana-
tional duty. The fight against Ebola will not be won by govern-
ment directives alone, but by everyday decisions made in homes,
classrooms, churches, markets,and public spaces across the coun-
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Children showing signs of fever, weak-
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