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COURT ORDERS EVICTION OF 
MOTHER FROM SON'S LAND 

= 
,BY BARBARA 
KABAHUMUZA 

The fumily division of the 
High Court in Kampala has 
ordered the.eviction.of an 
eldei:1y woman from the 
estate of her son .. 

Court declared that the late 
Bashir Arube Mufanjala died 
without a valid Will, adding 
that probate powers granted 
to his mother were null and 
void. 

In a judgment delivered 
on May 26, 2026, Justice 
Celia Nagawa ruled that an 
alleged will dated May 5, 
2015, relied upon byZam 
Zam Okide Nyachwo, the 
deceased's mother, was 
invalid and of no legal effect. 

Nagawa, therefore, ordered . 
her eviction from several 
'estate property, noting that 
probat powers over the 
estate were fraudulently 
obtained. ' 

The dispute followed the 
death of businessman Bashir 
Arube Mufanjala on June 
28, 2021, which sparked 
competing succession claims 

over his estate. 
The late Mufanjala's 

wife, Faridah Mufanjala 
Senkurnba, petitioned court 
for letters of administration 
on the grounds that her 
husband had died intestate 
and was granted authority'in 
February 2022. 

However, months later, 
Nyachwo petitioned for 
probate powers claiming that 

, her son had left behind a 
Will appointing her executrix 
of his estate. 

Court found major 
inconsistencies surrounding 

the purported Will. 
;0, In her ruling, Nagawa 
noted that some properties 
listed in the alleged Will 
had been acquired years 
after the document was 
purportedly executed, while 
key witnesses said to have 
attested to theWill were 
never produced before court. 

The judge also relied on 
evidence showing that shortly 
before his death, Mufanjala 
was still exploring how to 
prepare a Will., suggesting 
none had beeh executed. 

"The late B~hir Arube 
Mufanjala diea intestate," the 
judge said. ! 

Court found that Nyachwo 
failed to discl6se material 

. facts and procbeded With 
probate proceedings despite 
participating in earlier , 
succession processes before 
the Administrator General, 
where the deceased had 
been treated as having died 
without a Will. 

Nagawa consequently 
annulled all transactions, 
distributions and dealings 
undertaken under the 

impeached probate grant. 
The court also dismissed 

Nyachwo's application 
seel<ing extension of the 
probate grant, saying court 
could not validate or extend 
authority founded on fraud. 

Court held that Nyachwo 
unlawfully intermeddled with 
the estate by collecting rent 
from estate properties before 
obtaining lawful authority 
from court, 

Evidence before court 
showed that she directed 
tenants to remit rent directly 
to her and continued 
managing estate properties 
beyond the period allowed 
under the Succession Act. 

A demand notice presented 
in court showed that 
Nyachwo instructed a tenant 
to pay rent directly to her 
rather than to the deceased's 
widows or children. 

Nagawa ruled that such 
conduct amounted to 
unlawful intermeddling. 

As a result, the court 
permanently restrained 
Nyachwo, her agents and 
any person acting under her 
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I
na judgment delivered 
on May 26, Justice , 
Celia Nagawa ruled that­
an alleged Will dated 

May 5, 2015, relied 
upon by Zam Zam 
O~ide Nyachwo, the 
deceased's mother, 
was invalid and of no 
legal effect. ~ 

Nagawa, therefore, 
ordered her eviction 
from 
estate 
property, 

authority from collecting 
rent, leasing, transfeiring, 
selling or otherwise dealing 
with the estate. The court 
further ordered Nyachwo 
to surrender within three 
days all original and certified 
copies of the annulled letters 
of probate and depdsit before 
court all land titles and estate 
documents in her possession. 

She was also ordered 
evicted from properties 
located on Kyadondb Block 
178, Plot 6009 and Plot 6010 
at Nakwero-Manyangwa and 
Kyadondo Block 218 Plot 
1325 at Najjera together with 
any persons occupying the 
premises under her authority. 

,Nagawa additionally 
directed Nyachwo to file 
within three weeks a full 
inventory and account of 
all monies received, rental 
income collected and 

noting that probate 
powers over the estate 
were fraudulently 
obtained. 

The dispute 
followed the death 
of businessman 
Bashir Arube 
Mufarijala on June 
28, 2021, which 
sparlsced competing 
succession claims 

over his 
estate. 

dealings undertaken during 
the period she managed 
the estate and refund any 
money found to have been 
unlawfully retained or 
misapplied. 

The court, however, 
upheld Senkumba as the 
lawful administrator of the 
estate, noting that she had 
validly obtained letters 
of administration as the 
surviving spouse. 

However, Nagawa faulted 
Senkurnba for failing to file 
proper estate accounts and 
held that no lawful final 
distribution of the estate had 
yet taken place. 

ShG was ordered to 
submit within three weeks 
a comprehensive inventory 
and account detailing estate 
income, expenses and 
transactions undertaken 
during her administration. 

BY JOHN MASABA 

The GoVernment is seeking Govt seeks sh75b for climate-related disasters 
up to about sh75.~b from the 
Fund for Responding to Loss 
and Damage (FRLD) to support 
communities affected by climate­
related disasters across Uganda, 
the Ministry of Water and 
Epvironment officials have said. 

A stranded 
family in 

~,.'-....... Bulambull's 
Simu Pondo 
trading 
centre -
staring 
at their 
destroyed 
house 
shortly after 
landslides 
and floods 
ravaged the 
area 

levels; addressing climate hazards, 
reducing people's exposure to 
danger and tackling vulnerability 
among affected populations. 

He cited th~ Mt. Elgon region, 
which receives between 1,500mm 
and 3,000mm of rainfall annually, 
as one of the country's most 
disaster-prone areas due to 
recurrent floods and landslides. 

PROPOSAL 
On her part, Sadie DeCoste, a 
climate researcher with the Loss 
and Damage Policy Institute, 
welcomed Uganda's efforts to 

Speaking during a national 
workshop on loss and damage 
held at the water and environment 
rrunistry headquarters in Luzira, 
Kampala, Bob Natifu, the acting ' 
commissioner for the climate 
change department, said Ugandq 
is positioning itself to access the 
new global climate financing 
mechanism aimed at supporting 
countries suffering irreversible . 
climate impacts. 

cemmunities. "We are using this 
opportunity to respond to a call by 
FRLD, which requires countries 

to build resilience among 
~erable communities. 

freshwater resources, ecosystems 
and livelihoods across the country, 
forcing the Government to 

prepare proposals under the newly • 
established fund. 

GROWING BURDEN 
Natifu said Uganda's proposal is 
intended to address the growing 
.burden of climate-induced 
disasters, including floods, 
droughts, landslides, infrastructure 
destruction and displacement of 

to apply for grant funding of up to 
S20m," Natifu said. 

He noted that atthough 
the amount may appear small 
compared to the scale of 
climate destruction: it presents 
an important OpportuIDtyior 

I The workshop brought together ' 
government officials, engineers, . 
climate experts and development 
partners to discuss Uganda's 
cbncept proposal and how it can 

'b~ aligned with national priorities. 
; Natifu said climate risks ' 

continue to threaten infrastructure, , . 
' . ~ , "" 'V·.4 
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rethink adaptatiOn and resilience 
strategies. 

"We face climate risks on a daily 
basis. The question is how do we' 
manage those risks," he said. 

'Natifn added that adaptation 
interventions must operate at three 

"The FRLD is something many 
of us thought we would never see," 
she said. 

DeCoste noted that while the 
fund remains under-resourced 
compared to the scale of global 
climate destrUction, it offers hope . 
for frontline communities, 

.... 


